Spring into Action 2021
with the RISPCA

Angel’s Happy Tail
one of 787 animals adopted in 2020 and 2021 (so far!)

Message from the President
& General Agent

About the RISPCA

The Rhode Island SPCA is now 151 years old. COVID-19 deprived
us of the opportunity to get together to celebrate the Society’s
150th anniversary, but it also underscored the importance of
what we do and why what we do is so important. Our dedicated
staff endured quarantine, sickness and loss during the past year
but never once failed to provide quality care and support for the
animals entrusted to their safe-keeping.
This Society’s proud reputation was earned by what is now more than a century and a half of
dedicated and compassionate service to the people and animals of the State of Rhode Island.
The Rhode Island SPCA provides care, comfort, support and protection to animals seven days
a week, three hundred and sixty-five days a year without regard to the challenges encountered
along the way. The demand for these services has never been greater and your continuing
support and volunteer assistance, which we are happy to be welcoming back into the shelter,
is more important now than ever before.
Our law enforcement division has been a source of pride from the Society’s founding in 1870 and
continues to fill a unique and necessary role in Rhode Island. Our cruelty investigators work both
independently and in conjunction with local law enforcement agencies to respond to instances
of animal cruelty that often rise to levels that are difficult to comprehend. Unfortunately, the
need for animal cruelty law enforcement services continues unabated yet remains an entirely
self-funded operation. To address the continued demand, we recently added another special
agent to our law enforcement division. We look forward to having increased capacity to address
animal cruelty issues in the coming years and hope that you will support this effort.
In addition to the recent expansion of our law enforcement activities, we recently enhanced
our educational resources and programming. Our humane educators are anxious to return
to classroom teaching where they can present to students while accompanied by an animal.
Remote educational sessions have been well received but we have found that including animals
in our programs fosters better engagement. Unlike many other organizations that charge for
educational services, we offer our educational programs to schools free of charge. We believe
that quality humane education will have a life-long positive impact on students and significant
research underscores that position.
Most significantly, the Rhode Island SPCA Animal Health Center is opening this month. This new
facility will allow the Society to greatly expand the scope, quality and amount of veterinary
services that it can provide to low income pet owners who otherwise would not be able to
afford quality veterinary care. We are delighted to welcome Seth Finger, DVM as our Medical
Director. Dr. Finger concentrates in shelter and public service veterinary medicine and he is
looking forward to the opening of this new facility, as am I.
This publication contains examples of a number of our notable accomplishments from the past
year. We will continue to work and speak for “those who cannot speak for themselves” and hope
you agree that our efforts are worthy of support. Please respond as generously as you are able
to this annual appeal. If you would like to know more about our programs, please feel free to
contact me at wkezirian@rispca.com or at 401-438-8150, ext. 105.

Founded in 1870, the Rhode Island
SPCA is the oldest humane organization
in the state and the third oldest in the
country. As a private, non-profit
501 (c)(3) organization, we do not
receive any local, state or federal
funding nor are we affiliated with any
national humane organization.
We rely solely on donations from
individuals, businesses, and
foundations to provide critical
community programs and services.

Mission Statement
To prevent cruelty to all animals
throughout the state of Rhode Island;
to advocate to strengthen and enforce
the animal cruelty laws of the state of
Rhode Island; and to promote humane
treatment and appreciation of all
animals through education and
community outreach.
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Find Us Here
Hours of Operation:
Sunday | 10am ~ 3pm
Monday ~ Friday | 10am ~ 4:30pm
Saturday | 10am ~ 4:00pm
Website: www.rispca.com

Sincerely,

Address:
186 Amaral Street
Riverside, RI 02915
Phone: 401.438.8150
Fax: 401.438.8154
Email: info@rispca.com

Wayne Kezirian
President and General Agent

Stay connected with us

Adopt

Educate

Rescue

Foster

How did your support help in 2020?

Take a look!

ADOPTION
641 animals were adopted
in 2020 and are now in
loving homes.
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FOSTER CARE
171 foster care volunteers
cared for 289 animals in
need in 2020.

s 941 family pets were fed through our

Emergency Pet Food Assistance Program.

MARVIN’S FUND

s 20 bonded pairs of animals were adopted

180 animals received
medical care in 2020
thanks to our Marvin’s
Fund program.

together through our Best Buddies Program.

s 46 owned pets were provided temporary

housing through our Hardship Boarding Program.

Community Support

s Affordable Veterinary Services

2021 Initiatives

s Bolstering Humane Education Programming
Helping More Animals
Join us!

s Investigating Animal Cruelty

Your gift today will allow us
to do so much more in 2021

s Transport Partnerships

RISPCA Annual Raffle

$5 each ticket
Spring into Action and WIN! or $20 for five!

How it works:
Turn the page...10 tickets are enclosed and ready for purchase!

Riley

Fill out and mail to us along with your payment in the enclosed envelope.

Want more tickets? Just ask us at info@rispca.com or (401) 438-8150.

1st Prize

3rd Prize

$500 Cash and a custom drawing
of your pet by a RISPCA artist,
Victor Ramirez or Ruby McCullers.

Grapes & Grains
Liquor Basket

2nd Prize

4th Prize

$250 Target Gift Cards

Li’l Rhody Basket ($125 value)

Turn the page
to read her
tale!

($175 value)

Winners will be announced on July 15th!

© Credit to Ruby McCullers

Hardship to Safe Harbor
Riley is the kind of dog you fall in love with the moment you meet her.
You know the kind...happy-go-lucky without a care in the world -- just an all
around fun dog. So when Riley’s owner, a Veteran, found out that he needed
long-term hospitalization, he was at first devastated.
He brought Riley to us thinking he had no choice but to surrender her for
adoption. He had completed the paperwork when he mentioned the reason
he was surrendering Riley. That’s where we stepped in. A quick appeal to our
robust foster care network connected us with a lovely, generous couple who
agreed to open their hearts and home to Riley, no questions asked. They just
wanted to help! Thanks to our Hardship Boarding Program, Riley’s dad now has
the peace of mind to focus on his treatment, to heal, and to return home with her.
In 2020, we helped 46 owned pets through our Hardship Boarding Program. This
invaluable program usually offers a temporary, safe haven, free of charge to these pets
as their owners work through a hardship such as a medical emergency or housing issue.
However, when needed, we go the extra mile. We never want monetary constraints to be a
reason that a family cannot stay together. Each year requests for assistance grow and your
continued support makes it all possible!

Litter of Jewels

When Providence Animal Control told us about a very pregnant stray cat
that needed help, we did not hesitate to offer assistance. With just one look
at this slight, 6 lb young lass, we knew she was something special. Despite
her rough start, she was so affectionate and sweet...a real “purr-machine.”
We named her Jewel.
An emergency call to one of our foster care families provided a safe home
for her to get ready to give birth. We didn’t have to wait long. Days later, we
welcomed Sapphire, Malachite, Onyx, Moonstone, Ruby, Topaz, and Pearl.
Quite a big bunch for such a petite mom!
We’re happy to share that all are healthy, received proper medical care, and
have since been adopted. Without the cooperation and resource sharing of
local animal welfare organizations, Jewel would have been forced to give
birth on the streets and the outcome may not have been so successful.
From all of us, including Jewel and her seven gems, we thank you for
supporting our efforts!

Long Road to Recovery
How a severely injured ferret ended up in a Walgreens parking lot, we’ll never know.
What we can tell you is that when a concerned citizen called asking for help, we were
there for her and the friendly ferret we got to know that we named Huey.
It was apparent from the moment we met him that Huey was quite the character.
Inquisitive and playful, he was quite the acrobat with a funny little walk. Upon exam, it
turned out his wiggle walk was caused by a severely damaged back foot. Sadly, it was
beyond repair and our Veterinarian performed an amputation.
Off to a foster care home he went. This little scamp kept his sunny disposition through
a long recovery. It wasn’t easy. It required round-the-clock care with pain meds and
warm compresses to keep him comfortable. After a remarkable recovery, Huey entered
the rehab stage and learned how to get along with three legs.
We probably don’t have to say that he took it in stride and now lives happily ever after
with his new mom. She shares, “We are so grateful for all the hard work the vet and the
RISPCA put into giving Huey the very best outcome possible! We are now fostering
another ferret with hopes of giving Huey a friend.”

~ Speaking for those who cannot speak for themselves since 1870 ~

Angel’s Happy Tail
Found alone on the streets in medical distress, this slight little
pitbull was brought to Ocean State Veterinary Specialists for
treatment. They discovered she was pregnant and in need of
emergency surgery. Since she did not have an owner to pay for
her care, the RISPCA was called. We transported her to our
shelter and our medical team performed emergency surgery.
Unfortunately her pups did not make it, but this little lady fought
to survive. She was placed in a foster care family until she was
healed. Angel is now safe and will never know the pain of such an
uncertain existence again. She found her very own angel and is
living happily with her new mom.

Freedom on the Farm
As many know, these two gentle giants, Cheyanne and
Anastasia, were seized from a RISPCA cruelty case last year.
Cheyanne was left tied to a tree, so tightly she couldn’t move,
and her halter had to be surgically removed. We provided
medical care so they could physically heal from their
injuries and they are now under the care of CT Draft Horse
Rescue so they can emotionally heal. May marks their fifth
month since they were rescued and we are all so proud of how
far they have come. We’ll continue to share their journey as
they continue to mend and enjoy their new found freedom.

2021...What’s Happening
Humane Education Programming
We are starting to see the light at the end of the tunnel! Because of COVID-19 we have been unable
to visit classrooms in the traditional sense, but now with Zoom we are able to reach children virtually
with our free programming. With nicer weather on its way, we also hope to be able to meet with
groups outdoors to continue to foster compassion and empathy for all animals in all peoples.
We have recently added 6 new programs to our website (make sure to check them out!)
and we will be adding more by September. We also want to mention a few partnerships we
have developed over the past few months - Community MusicWorks, East Providence
Library, St. Luke’s School, and the Gordon School to name a few. Don’t forget that our
programming is also great for Scout troops!

Expanded Veterinary Services
Providing affordable veterinary services is a priority for us in 2021. We are excited
to announce the opening of the Rhode Island SPCA Animal Health Center this
month. Located just a stone’s throw from the RISPCA at 40 Amaral Street in
Riverside, RI, it will provide affordable care including vaccines, dentals, and spay
and neuter services to low income pet owners who otherwise would not be able
to afford quality veterinary care. Stay tuned for more news about this life-saving
endeavor for the pets and people who love them in our community.

“We will continue to work and
“speak for those who cannot
speak for themselves”
and hope you agree that our
efforts are worthy of support. “

Happy Tails!

Look Who Went Home!

Brownie

Anubis

Archie

Bailey

Ash & Millsy

Emmie

Cole

Dickens

Brandy

Ella

Goofy

King

Koto

Theo

Nico

Your Gift Today Will...
provide critical medical services to animals in need.

allow us to offer free humane education programs.

support our efforts to investigate animal cruelty cases.

give a new leash on life to hundreds of adoptable animals.
Polly
”Polly is doing very well in her new home and is great
with the children. This is her sleeping on the bed
her first night. She looks really glad to be in a home now
and no longer living on the streets for this lady!”
~ Polly’s new family

help our foster care program save injured and infant animals.

Thank you for your support!

