
THE ROLE OF MEDICINE  
IN THE HOLOCAUST AND ITS  
CONTEMPORARY RELEVANCE: 
Sustaining Our Moral Compass

NOVEMBER 17, 2025
1:30 - 2:30 PM
 
Florida Atlantic University 
Schmidt College of Medicine 
777 Glades Road
BC-71, Gelb Auditorium

Please scan or  
click to RSVP

Hedy S. Wald, PhD

Hedy S. Wald, PhD, is Clinical Professor  
of Family Medicine, Warren Alpert  
Medical School of Brown University,  
Faculty: Harvard Medical School Pediatrics 
Leadership Program, and Commissioner; 
Lancet Commission on Medicine, Nazism, 
and the Holocaust. A Fulbright Scholar in 
medical education, she has received Dean’s 
Excellence in Teaching Awards and served 
as Scholar-in-Residence at Oxford University, 
UK with the Institute for the Study of  
Global Antisemitism and Policy.

The Lancet Commission on Medicine, Nazism, and the  
Holocaust calls for confronting, reflecting upon, and learning 
about egregious ethical transgressions of health professionals 
and the medical establishment during Nazism and the  
Holocaust in all health professions education to support  
lifelong morally resilient, history-informed professional  
identity formation. Contemporary relevance of critical  
reflection on this history for cultivating moral leadership, 
countering antisemitism and discrimination of all kinds,  
and preserving human dignity is compelling.  
 
Through lenses of medical educator and daughter  
of a Holocaust survivor, Dr. Wald delves into this dark  
history and braids the story of her collaboration with the  
Witten-Herdecke Faculty of Health, Germany within their  
Auschwitz-Birkenau study trip for health professions students.  
Impact and outcomes for study trip participants and expanded 
U.S. educational initiatives will be discussed as well as the 
contemporary relevance for all health professionals for  
combatting bias and navigating ethical challenges and  
complexities in the best interest of patients.
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