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There was some kind of election around here recently, wasn’t there? Both record numbers and 
with the highest percentage of eligible American voters since 1900 went to the polls or the post 
a couple weeks ago. On top of that, with apologies to composer Hoagy Carmichael, Georgia has 
been on everyone’s mind. These are charged times! 
 
So how is an individual disciple of Jesus, a community of faith, Christ’s church nationwide – how 
are we supposed to walk with one another in this divided land. “I know Jesus prayed that his 
disciples would become ONE, and I know that involves loving one another as Christ loved us, 
but…how can I love that conspiracy-theory dupe down the pew or that Woke is Wonderful sort I 
keep seeing on our Zooms? How do those who are sad about the election’s outcome want to be 
treated? And how about those who are jubilant at the results? 
 
We probably should get real, friends, and ask these questions seriously together. Sandy Springs 
Church has the blessing and the challenge of a politically diverse congregation. Let’s talk candidly 
and respectfully with one another about how we can move on as a community of brothers and 
sisters in Christ when we still bear wounds from the wars we call American politics, 2020 style. 
 
We need all hands on deck, so don’t stay away out of fear. It’s time for some brave space that, if 
we do this right, becomes safe as well through our ability to trust one another with our words. 
 
Join us at 11:30 Sunday, and we’ll try to build some muscles for engagement across 
disagreements. This is where the healing begins. 
 
Why We Talk 
 
The purpose of a Courageous Conversation is NOT to win. This forum is designed to help us get 
better at being ourselves with one another and to have the strength of brothers and sisters who 
know each other well and still love each other. Here are four pieces of that purpose: 
 
1. Getting Better at Disagreeing Lovingly 

 
In a time of incivility and disrespect between people who disagree on important matters, 
Courageous Conversations are designed to help rebuild atrophied muscles for disagreeing 
civilly and respectfully. 
 
We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, 
by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming.  But speaking the truth in love, 
we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ… (Ephesians 4.15) 



 
2. Learning to See Our Differences as a Gift from God 

In an era of echo chambers, when Americans flock to birds of their own theological and 
political feather, courageous Christians capitalize on the God-given value of our differences. 
(1 Corinthians 12.4-26) This also means listening for God’s voice in the things others say. 
 
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of services, but 
the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of 
them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. (1 
Corinthians 12.5-7) 
 

3. Normalizing Conflict 
 
In the New Testament and church history, Christians address theological and political conflict 
about ideas directly in order to move forward. Contemporary Christians tend to avoid these 
direct conflicts, opting rather for “parking lot conversations” with people who agree with 
them (aka “echo chambers”). Courageous Conversations help us get over our fear of moving 
toward one another in our disagreements. 
 
Certain individuals came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, “Unless you are 
circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 And after Paul and 
Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the 
others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to discuss this question with the apostles and 
the elders. (Acts 15.1-2) 

 
4. Saving Our World 

If churches can learn to disagree and solve our problems in constructive, collaborative ways, 
we can become a resource to our cities, states, regions, nations, and all nations. In other 
words, by learning talk well with one another, we’re ultimately saving the world.  
 
Jesus prayed, “Father…I in them, and you in me, that they become completely one, so that the 
world may know that you sent me, and that you love them as you love me. (17.23) 

 
How We Talk 
 
In order to build new muscles for civility and mutual understanding, we build some basic 
practices into our Courageous Conversations. These are designed to move us into holy space 
that is different than the shouting matches, on the one hand, and silent avoidances, on the 
other, that our culture serves up. Here’s how we talk: 
 
1. We actively love one another. 

Jesus’ Golden Rule is the most direct guide to our conduct: “Do to others as you would have 
them do to you.” (Matthew 7.12) which he repeats when he says, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” (Mark 12.31) In our Courageous Conversations, these commands 



usually show up as active, patient listening and constructive, respectful comments. (John 
13.34-35) 

 
2. We “Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.” 

Christians believe that we all have the Spirit of God. To remind ourselves of this, at least at 
first, after any person speaks, we’ll repeat this chorus: “Hear what the Spirit is saying to the 
church.” (1 Corinthians 14) 

 
3. We take Community Responsibility 

If tensions rise and begin to get out of hand, that is not just an issue for the two or three 
people in the fray. It is a community issue, and we are all called to help as we can to restore 
Christian love. (Philippians 4.2-3) 

 


