
Vaccine Info for Pediatric Patients 

 

When can my child get a COVID-19 vaccine? 

The currently available COVID-19 vaccines are authorized by the US Food and Drug 

Administration for use in people ages 16- to 18-years and above. For the latest information 

about the COVID-19 vaccine in these age groups, see our general vaccine FAQs. 

COVID-19 vaccine makers have begun or are planning to begin testing COVID-19 vaccines in 

younger teens and children. As more information becomes available, the authorized age 

recommendations will change. We are hopeful that authorized COVID-19 vaccines will be 

available for at least some groups of our younger patients later this year. 

 

Why should children receive a COVID-19 vaccine when it becomes authorized for use in 

them? 

Serious illness from COVID-19 is rare in children, but much like influenza, COVID-19 can 

sometimes cause significant illness even in children. Children with serious illness from 

COVID-19 may have underlying health conditions, but not all do. Vaccinating may help 

protect all children from developing serious illness. As another potential benefit, we are 

hopeful that future studies will show us whether COVID-19 vaccination will help to prevent 

spread of the virus in the community too.  

 

Will the COVID-19 vaccine be safe for use in children? 

Yes. So far the COVID-19 vaccines authorized for use in the US have undergone rigorous 

study and appear to be safe and effective. The COVID-19 vaccines will still be studied in 

children to make sure that they are just as safe and work just as well before they can be 

authorized for use in younger age groups.  

 

When the COVID-19 vaccines become authorized for use in younger children, can my child 

still get the COVID-19 vaccine even with a weakened immune system? 

Among those people who can get vaccinated, health authorities currently recommend that 

those who have a weaker immune system should get the vaccine as a priority to help protect 

them from serious illness with COVID-19. The COVID-19 vaccines are beginning to be 

studied in children and with time we will know more about the safety and effectiveness in 

children, including those with a weakened immune system. You can talk to your child’s 

healthcare provider for more information as it becomes available.  

Is there a chance that a COVID-19 vaccine will give my child COVID? 

https://uvahealth.com/services/covid19/covid-19-vaccine-faqs


No. The COVID-19 vaccines currently available in the US do not have any live virus that could 

cause COVID-19. Some people do experience side effects after a COVID-19 vaccine, such as 

muscle aches, headache and tiredness, but these are usually mild and do not last long. You 

can talk to your child’s healthcare provider for more information as it becomes available. 

 

Is there a chance that a COVID-19 vaccine will cause MIS-C in my child? 

Multisystem inflammatory syndrome in children or MIS-C is a serious condition associated 

with COVID-19 that can cause inflammation in many parts of the body including the heart, 

gut, brain, skin, eyes and lungs. So far there have not been signs of anything like MIS-C after 

older teens and young adults have been given the COVID-19 vaccine, but this is another 

reason it is important to carefully study these vaccines in children. We are hopeful that 

studies will show that the vaccine will protect against both COVID-19 and MIS-C in children, 

but more research is needed before we can know this with certainty.   

 

Can my child be around someone who received the vaccine? 

Yes. Since the COVID-19 vaccines currently available in the US do not have any live virus, 

then being around someone who was given the vaccine will not cause them to get sick with 

COVID-19.  

 

Will my child need to wear a mask after they receive the vaccine? 

Yes. We should all still plan to practice all safety guidelines even after vaccination to help 

protect ourselves and others until this outbreak is over. 

 

When it is time for my child to receive the COVID-19 vaccine, can they be given other routine 

vaccines at the same time?  

We recommend that all children continue to receive routinely recommended vaccinations 

during the COVID-19 outbreak. Giving several vaccines at a time is usually not a problem, 

but has not been well studied with the COVID-19 vaccine yet. In caution, health authorities 

currently recommend that COVID-19 vaccine be administered alone allowing for at least 2 

weeks before or after giving any other vaccines. This is yet another reason that the COVID-

19 vaccines will need to be studied in children, especially in young children, to make sure 

that they can continue to safely receive their other routine childhood vaccines along with the 

COVID-19 vaccine. You can talk to your child’s healthcare provider for more information as it 

becomes available 

 

https://uvahealth.com/services/covid19-prevention

