
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ñTransforming Lives Through the Good News of Jesus Christò 

 
 

ARDMORE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
Ardmore, Pennsylvania 

10:30 A.M., June 14, 2020 
Recorded Worship Service 
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In these challenging and uncertain times, I am hopeful that you can connect with 
the church community in this new ñvirtualò way, to be led in the worship of God, 
to feed your soul and find solace and hope. As those who believe in the 
resurrection, we are called to be ñEaster People.ò That means we have hope, even 
in the midst of difficult times. We act out of Godôs love for us in the way we treat 
others, even when we are feeling scared. Our God is a God of power, and love and 
hope. God conquered death for us in Jesus Christïhe will continue to be with us 
today, tomorrow and every day. Hold on to this hope, and if you are struggling, ask 
for help. From your family, friends, your church family, or from me. You are not 
alone.            Rev. Diane Jamison Fitch, Transitional Pastor 

SESSION 

BOARD OF DEACONS 

Class of 2020 
Kevin Fowler 
Graham Fuller 
Elizabeth Luff 
Mary Schreiber 
Jill Fowler, 
Session Representative 

Class of 2021 
Eliza Brooks 

Dan del Duca 
Holly Frank 

Viola Terwiesch 
 
 

Class of 2022 
Katherine Anne Matt, 

Moderator 
Jessie DiNome 

Howard Donahue 
Maria Helena Fernandez 

We welcome you warmly to Ardmore Presbyterian Church where we strive to be faithful 
disciples of Jesus Christ. We are especially thankful for visitors. 
 

If you have a prayer request, please email it to Rev. Fitch at pastor@ardmorepres.org 
or call 610-642-6650x100. 
 

A recording of Sundayôs service will be posted online at www.ardmorepres.org. 
Please spread the word to those who are interested in viewing our virtual worship. 

Class of 2020 
Jody Brumbach 
Elaine Giese 
Don Poorman, 
Clerk of Session 
Bill Toal 

Class of 2021 
Cathie Calkins 
Chip Cobb, Jr. 

Jill Fowler 
Robie Lawlace 

 

Class of 2022 
Dick Corl 

Jeff Michaelson 
Ben Yurchak 

http://www.ardmorepres.org
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Peopleôs response in bold type 

 

GATHERING THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
 

PRELUDE                                           HYMN SING 

LIFE AND WORK OF THE CHURCH                                      Rev. Diane Jamison Fitch 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                     Rev. Graham Robinson 
 

We come to hear the story of Godôs faithfulness to past generations. 

But we are looking to the future, not the past. 

Our God is also God of the future. 

The God who was with our ancestors, will be with us as well. 

Quiet our minds that we might hear Godôs voice. 

Open our hearts that we might welcome God into our midst. 

Come, let us worship our loving and faithful God! 

HYMN 

O
rder of S

ervice 
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CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                   Rev. Judith Brackett 
When we gather to praise God, we remember that we are people who have preferred 
our wills to his. Accepting his power to become new persons in Christ, let us confess 
our sin before God. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God of truth, how difficult it is for us to be truthful before you. We hide our 
anxieties and fears, our resentments and self-centeredness. Help us to be honest, and 
bearers of Your truth. God of mercy, your hopes for us are greater than our own, 
yet our failures do not surprise you. Forgive us, we pray, for the sin we cannot see or 
find it painful to confess. God of love, accept us as we are, so that we might accept 
ourselves. Teach us to affirm what is good in our lives, and to put behind us what is 
unworthy, that by your grace we may live in confidence and joy. In the name of 
Christ we ask these things.  Amen. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Isaiah 44:21-22) 

Remember these things, O Jacob, and Israel, for you are my servant; I formed you, 
you are my servant; O Israel, you will not be forgotten by me. I have swept away your 
transgressions like a cloud, and your sins like mist; return to me, for I have redeemed 
you. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
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THE WORD PROCLAIMED 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                       
 
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING, New Testament, Romans 5:1-8 
 

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; 
and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but we also 
boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance 
produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, 
because Godôs love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has 
been given to us. 
 

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. Indeed, 
rarely will anyone die for a righteous personðthough perhaps for a good person 
someone might actually dare to die. But God proves his love for us in that while we still 
were sinners Christ died for us. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

ANTHEM, Solo                      What Shall I Render to the Lord      Jayne Southwick Cool (2005) 

    Courtney Capriotti, Mezzo-soprano 
 

What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? 
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. 

I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. 
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, 
In the courts of the Lordôs house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

ðPsalm 116:12-13, 17-19 
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SECOND SCRIPTURE READING, Old Testament, Genesis 18:1-15  
 

The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his 
tent in the heat of the day. He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he 
saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the 
ground. He said, óMy lord, if I find favour with you, do not pass by your servant. Let a lit-
tle water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. Let me bring 
a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass onðsince you 
have come to your servant.ô So they said, óDo as you have said.ô And Abraham hastened 
into the tent to Sarah, and said, óMake ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead 
it, and make cakes.ô Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave 
it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. Then he took curds and milk and the calf 
that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree while 
they ate. 
 

They said to him, óWhere is your wife Sarah?ô And he said, óThere, in the tent.ô Then one 
said, óI will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.ô And 
Sarah was listening at the tent entrance behind him. Now Abraham and Sarah were old, 
advanced in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. So Sarah 
laughed to herself, saying, óAfter I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I have 
pleasure?ô The LORD said to Abraham, óWhy did Sarah laugh, and say, ñShall I indeed 
bear a child, now that I am old?ò Is anything too wonderful for the LORD? At the set time 
I will return to you, in due season, and Sarah shall have a son.ô But Sarah denied, saying, 
óI did not laughô; for she was afraid. He said, óOh yes, you did laugh.ô 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
CHILDRENôS MESSAGE                                                                   Rev. Judith Brackett 
 
SERMON                                        No Laughing Matter              Rev. Diane Jamison Fitch 
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HYMN 

 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (The Apostlesô Creed) 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; 
 

And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He as-
cended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORDôS PRAYER 
 

     Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and for-
give us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not  into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 
 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
 

OFFERTORY, Womenôs Chorus   Though I May Speak        English, arr. T. Jennings (2004) 

Anna Poorman, Holly Vicki, Carol Shih, Courtney Capriotti 
 

 
RESPONSE OF PRAISE 

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Though I may speak with bravest fire, 
And have the gift to all inspire, 
And have not love, my words are vain; 
As sounding brass and hopeless gain. 
Though I may give all I possess, 
And striving so my love profess, 

 

But not be given by love within, 
The profit soon turns strangely thin. 
Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control, 
Our spirits long to be made whole, 
Let inward love guide every deed; 
By this we worship and are freed. 
ðHal H. Hopson (based on I Cor. 13) 
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GOING FORTH TO SERVE 
 

HYMN 

 
BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE                                 Oh, Praise Ye the Lord                    Robert J. Powell (2005) 


