“Transforming Lives Through the Good News of Jesus Christ”

ARDMORE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
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10:30 A.M., July 12, 2020
Recorded Worship Service

Welcome to Ardmore Presbyterian Church

In these challenging and uncertain times, I am hopeful that you can connect with
the church community in this new “virtual” way, to be led in the worship of God,
to feed your soul and find solace and hope. As those who believe in the
resurrection, we are called to be “Easter People.” That means we have hope, even
in the midst of difficult times. We act out of God’s love for us in the way we treat
others, even when we are feeling scared. Our God is a God of power, and love and
hope. God conquered death for us in Jesus Christ–he will continue to be with us
today, tomorrow and every day. Hold on to this hope, and if you are struggling, ask
for help. From your family, friends, your church family, or from me. You are not
alone.
Rev. Diane Jamison Fitch, Transitional Pastor
We welcome you warmly to Ardmore Presbyterian Church where we strive to be faithful
disciples of Jesus Christ. We are especially thankful for visitors.
If you have a prayer request, please email it to Rev. Fitch at pastor@ardmorepres.org
or call 610-642-6650x100.
A recording of Sunday’s service will be posted online at www.ardmorepres.org.
Please spread the word to those who are interested in viewing our virtual worship.
The sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of
her parents, William J. and Beatrice B. Robinson and her grandparents,
Charles and Matilda Buler and William and Henrietta Robinson
by Jeanette Robinson Baldwin.
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People’s response in bold type

Through all the world below
God is seen all around,
Search hills and valleys through,
There He’s found.
The growing of the corn,
The lily and the thorn,
The pleasant and forlorn,

All declare, God is there,
In meadows dressed in green,
God is seen.
The sun with all his rays
Speaks of God as he flies,
The comet in her blaze
‘God,’ she cries;

LIFE AND WORK OF THE CHURCH
CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
All:
One;
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:

The shining of the stars,
The moon, when she appears,
His awful name declares;
See them fly through the sky,
And join the solemn sound
All around

Rev. Judith Brackett

Order of Service

PRELUDE

GATHERING THE PEOPLE OF GOD
God Is Seen
American, arr. Alice Parker (1967)
Robert Shaw Chorale (Recording, 1967)

The Michaelson Family

Come, let us gather around and see how the spirit will nurture our faith today.
Who is with us?
Christ, the light of the world.
Who is with us?
The Love of God, who came to meet us in the world.
Who is with us?
The Wisdom of God, who speaks through the Scriptures.
Who is with us?
The Grace of God, who proclaims we are children of God.
Who is with us?
Our risen Lord, who meets us at the table.
We are here, Holy Spirit, ready for your leading.

HYMN
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CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Holy and merciful God,
in your presence we confess
our sinfulness, our shortcomings,
and our offenses against you.
You alone know how often we have sinned
in wandering from your ways,
in wasting your gifts,
in forgetting your love.
Have mercy on us, O Lord,
for we are sorry for all we have done to displease you. Forgive our sins,
and help us to live in your light
and walk in your ways,
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
RESPONSE OF PRAISE
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THE WORD PROCLAIMED
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING, Psalm 119:105-112
Your word is a lamp to my feet
and a light to my path.
I have sworn an oath and confirmed it,
to observe your righteous ordinances.
I am severely afflicted;
give me life, O Lord, according to your word.
Accept my offerings of praise, O Lord,
and teach me your ordinances.
I hold my life in my hand continually,
but I do not forget your law.
The wicked have laid a snare for me,
but I do not stray from your precepts.
Your decrees are my heritage for ever;
they are the joy of my heart.
I incline my heart to perform your statutes
for ever, to the end.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
ANTHEM, Solo

Thy Word Is a Lamp
Alexandra Solt, Soprano

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet
And a light unto my path.
When I feel afraid
And I think I’ve lost my way,

Michael W. Smith (1984)

Still you’re there right beside me.
Nothing will I fear
As long as you are near.
Please be near me to the end.
—Amy Grant (from Psalm 119:105)
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SECOND SCRIPTURE READING, Genesis 25:19-34

These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father of
Isaac, and Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the
Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the Aramean. Isaac prayed to the LORD for
his wife, because she was barren; and the LORD granted his prayer, and his wife
Rebekah conceived. The children struggled together within her; and she said, ‘If it is
to be this way, why do I live?’ So she went to inquire of the LORD. And the LORD said
to her,
‘Two nations are in your womb,
and two peoples born of you shall be divided;
one shall be stronger than the other,
the elder shall serve the younger.’
When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb. The first
came out red, all his body like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau. Afterwards his
brother came out, with his hand gripping Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob. Isaac
was sixty years old when she bore them.
When the boys grew up, Esau was a skilful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was
a quiet man, living in tents. Isaac loved Esau, because he was fond of game; but
Rebekah loved Jacob.
Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was
famished. Esau said to Jacob, ‘Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I am
famished!’ (Therefore he was called Edom.) Jacob said, ‘First sell me your
birthright.’ Esau said, ‘I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?’ Jacob said,
‘Swear to me first.’ So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. Then Jacob
gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank, and rose and went his way.
Thus Esau despised his birthright.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON
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video set to music
Tumble Us, Lord

Rev. Judith Brackett

HYMN

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (A Brief Statement of Faith)
We trust in God,
whom Jesus called Abba, Father.
In sovereign love God created the world good
and makes everyone equally in God’s image,
male and female, of every race and people,
to live as one community.
But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator.
Ignoring God’s commandments,
we violate the image of God in others and ourselves,
accept lies as truth,
exploit neighbor and nature,
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We deserve God’s condemnation.
Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation.
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith,
sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor,
and binds us together with all believers
in the one body of Christ, the church.
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles
rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture,
engages us through the Word proclaimed,
claims us in the waters of baptism,
feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation,
and calls women and men to all ministries of the church.
In a broken and fearful world, the Spirit gives us courage
to pray without ceasing,
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior,
to unmask idolatries in church and culture,
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced,
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
OFFERTORY SENTENCE
OFFERTORY, Solo

Rev. Schaunel Steinnagel
It Is Well with My Soul

When peace like a river attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll,
Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say,
It is well, it is well with my soul.
Though Satan should buffet,
though trials should come,
Let this blest assurance control,
That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate,
And hath shed his own blood for my soul.
My sin—O, the bliss of that glorious thought—
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Philip P. Bliss (19th c.)
Choral arr. Eric Nelson (2005)

My sin, not in part, but the whole
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more;
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
And Lord, haste the day
when our faith shall be sight,
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll,
The trumpet shall sound
and the Lord shall descend;
Even so it is well with my soul.
—Horatio G. Spafford (19th c.)

RESPONSE OF PRAISE, Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
GOING FORTH TO SERVE
HYMN

THE BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

All Creatures of Our God and King

Arr. Howard Helvey (1993)
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ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
Presbyterian Hunger Program
Self-Development of People
Each gift to One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) helps to improve
the lives of people in challenging situations. With COVID
affecting people world-wide this year is especially challenging! This
offering gives Presbyterians a way to share God’s love with our
neighbors in need.
In a world filled with disaster, hunger and oppression millions of
people lack access to
Sustainable food sources,
Clean water, Sanitation,
Education, Health care
and opportunity

During the month of July 2020 join with others at APC by giving a
love gift to OGHS. Checks can be written to Ardmore
Presbyterian Church (APC), noted OGHS and sent to APC, Attention: Scott Weldon, Finance
Manager. Together we can make a difference in Christ’s name!

The following weeks are available for dedication of
our sanctuary flowers: July 19, 26, August 2, 9 and 30.
Please contact Raelyn at 610-331-8972 to schedule.

July-August-September Devotionals (These Days and LARGE PRINT Our Daily Bread) have arrived. If
you’d like a copy mailed to you please leave a message for Raelyn Harman at 610-642-6650x101 or email
her at admin@ardmorepres.org. Thank you.
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TAKING CHURCH HOME
Families are invited to borrow books from the APC children’s library!
In this time of not being able to gather for Sunday School, families can borrow
books to enjoy at home. Our children’s library has many Bible storybooks and picture books that will naturally prompt questions and discussion among children and
their parents. To borrow books, simply send an email to Pastor Judith judithbrackett@ardmorepres.org and a bag of books will be prepared for you. The bag of books
will be labeled with your name and placed inside a bin on the covered front porch of the Parish
House. Families, or anyone interested in borrowing children’s books may take them from the bin at a
time of your convenience. To return books, again email Pastor Judith and a new bag of books can be
exchanged using the bin. Please know that safety protocols will be followed to ensure best practices in
sharing books. Happy reading and learning and growing in faith!

A Ministry Of Caring – The Ardmore Food Pantry (AFP)
WAYS MEMBERS/FRIENDS OF ARDMORE PRESBYTERIAN
CAN BE PART OF THIS MISSION:
Monetary donations supplement staple items which are donated
but are never enough to meet the weekly need. Checks can be
written to Ardmore Presbyterian Church with Ardmore Food Pantry or
FP on the memo line and mailed to the Church. These gifts will allow
pre-packed bags to have a balanced selection of staple food items
each week.
If you are shopping and wish to purchase items and deliver them
to the St. Mary’s Church, below is a list of the items that are put
into the pre-packed bags each week.

Low Inventory Items: Cold Cereal
Bread, Sliced
LoavesCanned Tuna or Chicken
Canned Vegetables
Canned Meals (stew, chili, ravioli, etc.) Mayo—15-22 oz.
Hearty Soups (Progresso, Campbell’s Chunky) Spaghetti Sauce (24 oz. jars/cans)
Peanut Butter and Jelly Saltine or Ritz Crackers (sleeves) Applesauce/Fruit—cans or cups
Paper grocery bags WITH HANDLES are needed. Donations of Face Masks would be wonderful.
Food items and grocery bags can be dropped off at St. Mary’s under the covered porch. St.
Mary’s Episcopal Church, 36 Ardmore Avenue, Ardmore, PA 19003 – just past the Ardmore
Post Office. www.facebook.com/ardmorefoodpantry/
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Lift your prayers this week for: Our Church Family, Pastor Nom. Com.,
World Leaders & Health Care Workers, Janet Abel, Betty Campbell,
Jessie DiNome, Elaine Giese, Edna Gray, Holly Frank, Steve Hibbs,
Louise McLean, Julie Patterson, Chris Rowe, Boots Sheckard, Mary
Schreiber, Anne Warner. In prayer for all who are grieving the loss of someone they love .
Friends/family of APC members: Barbara Simons. APC mission partners: APC Preschool,
Ardmore Food Pantry, Caring Hands Ministry (in India), First Place, Interfaith Hospitality
Network, Kuwadzana Presbyterian Church (in Zimbabwe), Maternity Care Coalition, Medical
Benevolence Foundation, Pre-Med Hospice Ministry, Teachers’ Teammates, The Welcome
Church, Welcoming the Stranger, and West Kensington Ministry.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
Ministers: Entire Congregation
Assisted by:
Rev. Diane Jamison Fitch, M.Div., Transitional Pastor, pastor@ardmorepres.org
Gary Garletts, M.M., AAGO, Director of Music/Organist, music@ardmorepres.org
Kaitlyn Waterson, soprano; Courtney Capriotti, mezzo-soprano; Jim Longacre, tenor; Tom Sitzler, baritone
Rev. Judith Brackett, M.Div., Director of Family Ministries, judithbrackett@ardmorepres.org
Rev. Graham Robinson, D.Min., Parish Associate, gjmtk5@gmail.com
Michelle Butera, M.B.A., Director, Weekday Preschool, michellebutera@ardmorepres.org
Raelyn Harman, M.S.W., Church Administrator, admin@ardmorepres.org
Irena Reynolds, M.A., Preschool Administrator, preschool@ardmorepres.org
Scott Welden, M.B.A., Finance Manager, scottwelden@ardmorepres.org
Bob Peters, A.S., Building Manager, bobpeters@ardmorepres.org
Eliza Brooks, O.T.D., Technical Worship Assistant, ebrooks35@gmail.com
5 W. Montgomery Avenue, Ardmore, PA 19003-1599
admin@ardmorepres.org l 610.642.6650 l www.ardmorepres.org
Online E-Giving — You may now give to APC at any time by going to the church’s
website (www.ArdmorePres.org) and click on the green “GIVE NOW” button on
the top right corner. Or, you may simply scan the QR code on the left here with
your phone. Simply set up a new account and start e-giving today!
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