
Love Lets All Vote 
The Challenge 

Jesus commands us to love God and love our 
neighbors as ourselves, and he says, “just as you 
did it to one of the least of these … you did it to 
me.” Love and justice are essential in the Bible, 
and justice in America includes the right to vote. 

People of color, especially, have faced voter 
suppression efforts ranging from open violence 
and intimidation to more subtle techniques like 
poll taxes, selective “literacy” tests, the closing 
of polling places, and voter ID laws that create 
unnecessary barriers. 

Voter suppression is never called that by its 
proponents. It always has innocent-sounding 
names, like “ensuring election integrity.” But 
study after study has shown that our elections 
are already free and fair, and in-person voter 
fraud is extremely rare, so that if laws have the 
effect of making it harder for particular groups 
to vote, they are likely voter suppression efforts, 
no matter what they are called. 

Hundreds of measures have been proposed 
around the country recently, including Senate 
Bill 106 in Pennsylvania, that will make voting 
more difficult, especially for the poor, the 
elderly, and many people of color. Former 
Attorney General William Barr and other 
prominent officials declared that the 2020 
elections were fairly decided, but the origins of 
these new efforts show that, like the 
gerrymandering of legislative districts, they are 
mostly about gaining partisan advantage.  

As Christians, we follow Jesus’ command to love 
our neighbors and practice “the weightier 
matters of the law – justice and mercy and 
faith”; and as Americans, we pledge allegiance 
to the flag and to our republic, “with liberty and 
justice for all.” Love and justice both demand 
that we defend the basic rights of everyone. 

What We Can Do 

The Pittsburgh Presbytery voted in May to adopt 
a statement called “Citizens’ Right to Vote: A Call 
to Action,” which noted our church’s long 
history of supporting voting rights and urged us 
all to carry on this vital tradition. The statement 
was sent to elected public officials and shared 
with our congregations, the Synod of Trinity, and 
leaders of other religious denominations, as well 
as the local media. We’ve received a number of 
positive responses, including one from the 
President of the United States. 

Now, in this election season, we need to do 
more. As individuals and congregations we can 
make a difference by:  

• Voting 
• Organizing voter registration drives  
• Giving rides to folks who may have a 

hard time getting to their polling place 
• Partnering with other churches to 

provide transportation 
• Urging elected officials and candidates 

for public office at every level to support 
easy access to voting for all eligible 
voters and oppose measures that would 
make it harder to vote by reducing 
polling places or imposing unnecessary 
voter ID requirements, as in 
Pennsylvania’s Senate Bill 106. 

Civic responsibility is also part of our Christian 
responsibility. We thank you for your 
faithfulness, and for your commitment to caring, 
justice, and love. 

 
The Peacemaking Ministry, Amos 5:24, and Anti-
Racism Transformation (ARTT) Teams of 
Pittsburgh Presbytery and the Pittsburgh 
Chapter of the National Black Presbyterian 
Caucus 


