
GA Reflection #1 
The 225th General Assembly started its historic first hybrid meeting on 
Saturday, June 17, 2022, in Louisville, Kentucky with worship held in the 
chapel of the Presbyterian Center and livestreamed.  The committees will be 
gathering in person in Louisville with meetings staggered over the next two 
weeks before the entire Assembly convenes via Zoom on July 5, 2022. 

The Co-Moderators of the 224th General Assembly, Rev. Gregory Bentley and 
Ruling Elder Elona Street-Stewart, led worship with Rev. Bentley delivering 
the message “From religiosity to righteousness”.  Worship included a hymn 
commissioned by the Presbytery of Mid-Kentucky for the 225th General 
Assembly, Come Bear Witness.  A recording of the worship may be found here: 
https://ga-pcusa.org/video/#worship.  

Following worship, Assembly got down to business, with commissioners from 
the first four committees gathered in person in the newly constructed 
conference center on the first floor of the Presbyterian Center.  Airline delays 
and cancellations delayed a number of commissioners’ arrivals, leading to 
some nervous moments wondering if a quorum would be achieved, but by the 
start of the afternoon business meeting, the quorum was present. 

The Assembly started with those present voting to approve amendments to 
the Standing Rules of the General Assembly to permit it to conduct its business 
electronically.  Once that permission was granted, all commissioners were able 
to act on the remainder of the business, including affirming the actions taken 
by the 224th General Assembly.  

Saturday evening was given to the important business of electing the Co-
moderators for the 225th Assembly.  With only two teams standing, Rev. Ruth 
Santana-Grace, Executive Presbyter for Philadelphia Presbytery, and 
Rev. Shavon Starling-Louis, Pastor of Memorial Presbyterian Church in 
Charlotte, North Carolina, (Presbytery of Charlotte) were elected on one 
ballot.  

Sunday was a day for worship and celebration of the Juneteenth holiday.  The 
Sunday worship service was the capstone of the Juneteenth Jubilee 
Celebration for the host city of Louisville and was shared via livestream to the 
entire city and beyond.  The Stated Clerk, Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson II 
preached a sermon titled “Juneteenth” and our own Ruling Elder Lenore 
Williams from East Liberty Presbyterian Church narrated a moving piece on 
the history and meaning of Juneteenth.  The worship service may be viewed 
here: https://ga-pcusa.org/video/#worship. 

After overcoming some technical glitches, on Monday the committees 
embarked on their work to consider the reports and overtures brought to the 
Assembly and, after refining them, to make recommendations to the plenary 



session.  The work of all committees is being livestreamed and may be 
accessed here: https://ga-pcusa.org/ 

Tuesday afternoon the commissioners received the troubling news that newly 
elected Co-Moderator, Rev. Ruth Santana-Grace from the Presbytery of 
Philadelphia, had tested positive for Covid-19.  Thankfully Rev. Santana-Grace 
reported that she is not experiencing symptoms and is isolating at her home. 

On Wednesday the first group of committees completes it work and travels 
home on Thursday as the next group of committee arrives.  Committee work 
continues until July 2, 2022.  Further updates will be posted once the entire 
Assembly convenes on July 5. 
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