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Recommendation

Based on God's call for us to live in healthy relationships free of violence and coercion, and
bearing in mind the proven efficacy of gun relinquishment procedures, Pittsburgh Presbytery
overtures the 225th General Assembly (2022) to:

● Endorse the National Resource Center on Domestic Violence and Firearms' gun
relinquishment protocol.⁶

● Educate congregations about this issue, and make them aware of the resources
available through the Presbyterians Against Domestic Violence Network.⁷

● Encourage church members to advocate in their presbyteries for removal of guns from
domestic abusers.

Rationale

God’s people are consistently called by God to be peacemakers and to stand for the wellbeing
of the abused and oppressed. One of the most powerful stands the church can take is to protect
those who have less power. Women and children are still at great risk of harm at the hands of
patriarchal systems -- even in our own time and place. It is our duty to stand with them and to
call for their protection and dignity.

One area where we can do much more is confronting the sin of domestic violence. Domestic
violence harms not only the persons involved in it, but the covenant of marriage, parental
relationships, and the community as a whole. It is also an affront to the life and ministry of Jesus
Christ. The witness of the Gospels shows Jesus himself standing up for those who were
abused, marginalized, and violated by unjust power dynamics in the patriarchal society of his
time. (See John 8:1-11, the woman in adultery; John 4:4-30, 39-42, the woman at the well; Luke
8:40-48, the woman who touched his robe; Luke 7:36-50, the woman with the ointment.) Jesus
also stood as a voice for children, commanding his disciples to treat them as a valuable part of
God’s Kingdom (See Luke 16:18).

Domestic violence, also known as intimate partner violence, remains a stubbornly persistent
problem in American society, one that has only grown worse during the confinement of the
pandemic.

According to the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence, 1 in 4 women and 1 in 9 men will
experience physical violence at the hands of an intimate partner during their lifetimes.¹

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/phewa/padvn/
https://ncadv.org/STATISTICS


Intimate partner homicides are rarer, but the numbers are still devastating. In 2015 alone, there
were 1,352 intimate partner homicides in the U.S. Almost all of the victims were women.²

More than two-thirds of intimate partner homicides are committed with guns. One landmark
study showed that when an abuser has access to a gun, the risk of homicide rises by 400
percent.³

It's not just women who are at risk. Of the 156 family mass murders in America between 2006
and 2016, 49 percent of victims were children.⁴ Intimate partner homicides also cause the
collateral killings of neighbors, other relatives and police officers.

Federal law and many state laws already prohibit people convicted of domestic violence from
possessing guns. Federal law also prohibits those who have protection from abuse orders
against them from possessing guns. But research has shown that most states do not have
effective procedures to make sure domestic violence convicts relinquish their weapons.

As a result, many women are killed each year by partners or former partners who use guns that
they should not have.⁵

In jurisdictions that do have stronger enforcement, overall intimate partner homicides go down,
according to Michigan State University researcher Dr. April Zeoli. Her work shows that regions
with stronger gun relinquishment provisions show an overall decrease in intimate partner
homicides of 12 percent.

To improve the effectiveness of gun relinquishment provisions, The National Resource Center
on Domestic Violence and Firearms has created a model protocol for how to ensure that
domestic abusers turn in their firearms.⁶

It recommends that judges address the issue of gun ownership at the time someone is
convicted of domestic violence or becomes subject to a protection from abuse order.
Importantly, it also recommends that if domestic abusers are honest about divulging what
weapons they have, that information will not be used against them in criminal court, as long as
they relinquish their firearms.

The adoption of such procedures would undoubtedly prevent the deaths and injuries of many
women and children.

Footnotes

¹ https://ncadv.org/STATISTICS

² Disarming Domestic Abusers.pdf

³ https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/pdfplus/10.2105/AJPH.93.7.1089

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yv6BqILn1KLNFN0kgVDfp5kgi5mnUhvv/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yv6BqILn1KLNFN0kgVDfp5kgi5mnUhvv/view?usp=sharing
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/pdfplus/10.2105/AJPH.93.7.1089
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/pdfplus/10.2105/AJPH.93.7.1089
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UTitXBWbZH0
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/oct/26/domestic-abuse-gun-violence-reveal?utm_term=308a1deb167b5b0581ba78959534a865&utm_campaign=GuardianTodayUS&utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&CMP=GTUS_email
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VwQJP8QO7DYj449OTKn1oLAnfkF8savq/view?usp=sharing
https://ncadv.org/STATISTICS
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/pdfplus/10.2105/AJPH.93.7.1089


⁴ The frightening frequency of family mass shootings

⁵

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/oct/26/domestic-abuse-gun-violence-reveal?utm_te
rm=308a1deb167b5b0581ba78959534a865&utm_campaign=GuardianTodayUS&utm_source=e
sp&utm_medium=Email&CMP=GTUS_email

⁶ firearms-report.pdf

⁷ https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/phewa/padvn/
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VwQJP8QO7DYj449OTKn1oLAnfkF8savq/view?usp=sharing
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/oct/26/domestic-abuse-gun-violence-reveal?utm_term=308a1deb167b5b0581ba78959534a865&utm_campaign=GuardianTodayUS&utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&CMP=GTUS_email
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/oct/26/domestic-abuse-gun-violence-reveal?utm_term=308a1deb167b5b0581ba78959534a865&utm_campaign=GuardianTodayUS&utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&CMP=GTUS_email
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/oct/26/domestic-abuse-gun-violence-reveal?utm_term=308a1deb167b5b0581ba78959534a865&utm_campaign=GuardianTodayUS&utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&CMP=GTUS_email

