
From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>  
Sent: Friday, May 15, 2020 6:36 PM 
Subject: Follow-Up: COVID-19 National Briefing Call with State-Local-Tribal Leaders (May 13) 
  

 
State, Local, and Tribal Leaders – 
  
Thank you to everyone that joined the White House COVID-19 National Briefing Call with State, 
Local, and Tribal Leaders on May 13. We were pleased to have U.S. Department of 
Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao join alongside Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Administrator Seema Verma, HHS Assistant Secretary for Health Brett Giroir, and other Federal 
agency partners. We also welcomed special guest, Governor Greg Abbott of Texas, who outlined 
the State of Texas’ plan for disbursing recent CARES Act Coronavirus Relief Fund dollars to 
counties and cities throughout the State (see Letter from Governor Abbott, Lt. Governor Dan 
Patrick, and State Leaders to County and City Leaders here).  
  
To date, White House components and Federal agencies have held at least 250 Coronavirus 
briefings (events, briefings, meetings, conference calls) reaching over 111,000 State, local and 
tribal leaders. Also this week, President Trump hosted Governors Jared Polis (CO) and Doug 
Burgum (ND) to discuss their ongoing Coronavirus response efforts and plans to reopen their 
economies. We appreciate your partnership in this All-of-America response and look forward to 
continued engagement and robust coordination. Our next National Briefing Call will be on 
Wednesday, May 20, at 11:00 AM Eastern Time. The invitation will be forthcoming. Below, 
please find a recap of this week’s briefing call. We would also like to highlight several recent 
important announcements from the White House and Federal agencies. 
  

• President Donald Trump Announces Operation Warp Speed To Develop 
Coronavirus Vaccine: On May 15 in the White House Rose Garden, President 
Trump announced the launch of Operation Warp Speed to deliver safe and effective 
coronavirus treatments and vaccines as quickly as possible. Operation Warp Speed 
marks a massive science, industrial, and logistical endeavor unlike anything the country 
has seen since the Manhattan Project. President Trump has directed nearly $10 billion to 
Operation Warp Speed through funding that was included in the CARES Act.  

• President Donald Trump Visits Allentown, Pennsylvania and Outlines 
Administration Efforts to Ensure a Fully Stocked, Resilient National 
Stockpile: On May 14, President Donald J. Trump visited Allentown, Pennsylvania and 
toured and delivered remarks at Owens & Minor, Inc. Distribution Center, a 137 year-
old American medical distributor that has sent millions of N95 masks, surgical gowns, 
and gloves to hospitals and surgery centers across the country to respond to COVID-19. 
The President outlined how the Administration is working to ensure a fully stocked, 
resilient national stockpile and a domestic industrial base capable of meeting any future 
challenges. 

• Vice President Mike Pence Announces New Members of the White House 
Coronavirus Task Force: On May 15, Vice Mike President Pence announced five 
new individuals to the White House Coronavirus Task Force. The give new members are: 
Sonny Perdue (Secretary of Agriculture), Gene Scalia (Secretary of Labor), Dr. Francis 



Collins (Director of the National Institutes of Health), Dr. Peter Marks (FDDA Director 
of the Center for Biologics Evaluation and Research), and Thomas Engels (Administrator 
of the Health Resources and Services Administration).  

• U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Allocates Third Wave 
of CARES Act Funding Providing $1 Billion for Communities to Bolster 
Coronavirus Response and Relief Efforts: On May 11, HUD Secretary Ben 
Carson announced the allocation of $1 billion through the Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBGR) program to States and insular areas in response to COVID-19. 
Every State and Insular Area will receive a portion of the relief funds. More here. To 
date, HUD has provided over $3 billion in CDBG funding nationwide to help 
communities acutely combat coronavirus and alleviate economic hardship. 

• Federal Housing Administration Extends Foreclosure and Eviction 
Moratorium for Single Family Homeowners: On May 14, FHA announced an 
extension of its foreclosure and eviction moratorium through June 30, 2020, for 
homeowners with FHA-insured Single Family mortgages, while also supporting new 
FHA-insured mortgage originations through an extension of temporary policy 
flexibilities for lenders and appraisers. The extensions will support the President's 
economic recovery efforts as the Nation continues to work to defeat the COVID-19 
invisible enemy. More from HUD Secretary Ben Carson on actions taken to safeguard the 
American renter and homeowner against impacts of coronavirus here. 

• HHS Substance Abuse and Mental Health Service Administration Seeks 
Applications for $40 Million Emergency COVID-19 Grants for Suicide 
Prevention: On May 13 as part of the Trump Administration’s comprehensive response 
to the needs of Americans during the coronavirus pandemic, SAMHSA announced an 
emergency $40 million grant program to prevent suicide. The purpose of this program is 
to support states and communities during the COVID-19 pandemic in advancing efforts 
to prevent suicide and suicide attempts among adults 25 and older in order to reduce the 
overall suicide rate and number of suicides in the United States. The program also 
includes a special focus on victims of domestic violence. The $40 million will add to the 
$375 million that SAMHSA has previously awarded in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

• U.S. Department of Labor Provides Guidance on Pandemic Emergency 
Unemployment Compensation Program to States:On May 14, DOL’s 
Employment and Training Administration (ETA) has announced the publication of 
updated guidance, including FAQs, regarding the Pandemic Emergency Unemployment 
Compensation (PEUC) program authorized by the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic 
Security (CARES) Act.  

  
Sincerely, 
  
The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 
  
William F. Crozer 
Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director 
White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 
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• PPE Distribution: As of May 5, FEMA, HHS, and the private sector combined have 
coordinated the delivery of or are currently shipping: 92.7 million N95 respirators, 133.7 
million surgical masks, 10.5 million face shields, 22.5 million surgical gowns, 989 million 
gloves, 10,663 ventilators and 8,450 federal medical station beds. Please note that these 
numbers do not include resources provided to States and localities  through coordinated 
public-private partnerships, like Project Air Bridge, and other sources. 

• Testing Update: As of May 14, CDC, State, and local public health labs and other 
laboratories have tested more than 9.5 million samples.As of May 12, the FDA has 
issued 95 individual emergency use authorizations for test kit manufacturers and 
laboratories, including 12 antibody tests and 1 antigen test. 

  
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 

• President Trump Announces Additional Resources for States, Territories, 
and Tribes to Meet Testing Goals: On Monday, May 11, President Donald J. Trump 
announced additional actions to ensure States, Territories, and Tribes have the resources 
they need to meet their testing goals. These additional resources include $11 billion in 
combined stimulus funding as well as approximately 12 million swabs to supplement 
private sector resources. By the end of the week, more than 300 retail testing sites will be 
operational to serve Americans in 47 States and D.C., prioritizing access to underserved 
communities. More here (The United States Has Built the World’s Leading 
Coronavirus Testing System). 

• Trump Administration Is Providing Support for Our Nation’s Senior During 
the Coronavirus Pandemic: On April 30, President Trump delivered remarks on the 
many ways the Administration is protecting America’s seniors from the COVID-19 
pandemic and will continue to do so as we start the process of opening up America again. 
Among additional actions, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) will 
send supplemental shipments of personal protective equipment to all 15,400 Medicaid 
and Medicare-certified nursing homes in America. In addition, the Centers for Medicare 
& Medicaid (CMS) is providing States with $81 million from the CARES Act to increase 
their inspections of nursing homes at this crucial time. More here. Concurrently, CMS 
also announced a new, independent Commission that will conduct a comprehensive 
assessment of the nursing home response to the coronavirus pandemic. 

• HHS and Federal Government Continue to Partner with Private Sector in 
Supporting Community-Based Testing Sites for COVID-19: HHS has partnered 
with pharmacy and retail companies to accelerate testing for more Americans in more 
communities across the country. 

• CMS Issues Nursing Homes Best Practices Toolkit to Combat COVID-19: On 
May 13, under the direction of President Trump, CMS released a new toolkit developed 
to aid nursing homes, Governors, states, departments of health, and other agencies who 
provide oversight and assistance to these facilities, with additional resources to aid in the 
fight against the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic within nursing homes. 
The toolkit builds upon previous actions taken by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS), which provide a wide range of tools and guidance to states, healthcare 
providers and others during the public health emergency. More here. 

• CMS Announces Call for Nominations for Contractor-Led Coronavirus 
Commission on Safety and Quality in Nursing Homes: On May 14, as a part of 



President Trump’s plan to Open Up America Again, CMS announced a call for 
nominations for the new contractor-led Coronavirus Commission on Safety and Quality 
in Nursing Homes to help inform immediate and future responses to COVID-19 within 
these facilities. This independent Commission’s work will build on the Administration’s 
long history of decisive actions to protect nursing home residents.  

• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Providing Unprecedented 
Resources in Response to COVID-19: CDC received supplemental funds through 
Congressional appropriations, including the CARES Act. These supplemental support a 
wide range of critical activities including epidemiology, surveillance, contact tracing, lab 
testing and diagnostics, guidance, health department readiness and coordination, and 
travel health outreach. Examples of how this funding is supporting State, Local, Tribal 
and Territorial Public Health Organizations include: 

• $640 million has been awarded to Epidemiology and Laboratory 
Capacity (ELC) grantees for coronavirus surveillance and disease tracking; 

• $750 million has been awarded for Urgent Response Needs for States, 
Localities, and Territories  through the crisis cooperative agreement;  

• $159 million has been announced as a new grant funding opportunity for 
tribes. 

  
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

• USDA Soon To Take Applications for Coronavirus Food Assistance 
Program:  On April 17, USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue announced the Coronavirus 
Food Assistance program to assist farmers and ranchers who have suffered losses during 
the 2020 marketing year due to COVID-19. CFAP will use funding and authorities 
provided in the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act, the Families First 
Coronavirus Response Act, and other USDA existing authorities. This $19 billion 
immediate relief program includes direct support to agricultural producers as well as the 
Food Box Distribution Program (see below). More information on CFAP can be 
found here. An updated list of FAQ’s can be found here. 

• USDA Launches Farmers to Families Food Box Program: On April 15, USDA 
Secretary Sonny Perdue and Ivanka Trump visitedCoastal Sunbelt Produce wholesaler 
to celebrate the launch of USDA”s $3 billion Farmers to Families Food Box 
program. The program is part of the $19 billion coronavirus farmer’s assistance 
program included in the CARES Act. Through this program, USDA’s Agricultural 
Marketing Service (AMS) is partnering with national, regional and local suppliers, whose 
workforce has been significantly impacted by the closure of restaurants, hotels and other 
food service businesses, to purchase up to $3 billion in fresh produce, dairy and meat 
products. The program will purchase $461 million in fresh fruits and vegetables, $317 
million in a variety of dairy products, $258 million in meat products and $175 million in 
a combination box of fresh produce, dairy or meat products. Find approved contractors 
for the program here and a list of FAQ’s here. 

• U.S. Department of Agriculture Continues to Award High-Speed Broadband 
Grants: USDA, through the ReConnect Pilot Program, continues to award high-speed 
broadband development grants to rural communities throughout the country. Recent 
examples include Iowa  (USDA Invests More Than $500,000 in High-Speed 
Broadband in Rural Iowa), Michigan (USDA Invests $22.5 Million in High-
Speed Broadband for Rural Michigan), New Hampshire (USDA Invests $2 
Million in High-Speed Broadband in Rural New Hampshire), and New Mexico 
(USDA Invests $23 Million in High-Speed Broadband in Rural New Mexico). 



• U.S. Department of Agriculture Extends Flexibilities, Paves the Way for 
Meals for Kids to Continue Through Summer: On May 15, USDA Secretary Sonny 
Perdue announced the extension of three nationwide waivers, giving child nutrition 
program operators the flexibility they need to feed children while promoting social 
distancing and keeping families safe during the COVID-19 pandemic. Throughout the 
pandemic, schools and local program sponsors have used flexibilities provided by USDA 
to find creative ways to feed kids, such as setting up drive-thru pick-ups and delivering 
meals on bus routes. With the extension of these waivers, these innovative models can 
continue, without interruption, while state and local social distancing orders remain in 
place.  

  
U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) 

• DOT Nearing Completion of $10 B in FAA CARES Act Grants: The FAA 
continues to issue almost $10 billion in CARES Act airport grants to 3,200 commercial 
service and general aviation airport sponsors across all 50 states and 5 U.S. territories. 
Through May 12, 1,650 allocations have been awarded with a total obligated value of $7.2 
billion.  Funds are awarded when recipients finalize their contract with the FAA. The 
funds are available for airport capital expenditures, airport operating expenses including 
payroll and utilities, and airport debt payments. The CARES Act also provides funds to 
increase the Federal share to 100 percent for FY 2020 Airport Improvement Program 
(AIP) and Supplemental Discretionary grants. More here. 

• DOT Continues to Invest in Nation’s Transit Infrastructure: Millions of 
Americans rely on public transit to get to work and access critical services. The Federal 
Transit Administration worked in record time to apportion $25 billion in the first six 
days after the passage of the CARES Act. In the coming months, FTA anticipates 
investing more than $600 million in competitive funding for transit infrastructure across 
the nation. More here. 

• Federal Highway Administration Empowering States to Ensure Continued 
Free Flow of Critical Relief Supplies and Other Essential Goods: To ensure the 
continued free flow of critical relief supplies and other essential goods, FHWA clarified 
States’ authority to issue permits for overweight vehicles and loads during national 
emergencies. With the critical freight demand came the need to encourage States to keep 
the National Network open to commercial traffic and to keep rest areas open for 
commercial truck drivers to park and safely rest. As restaurants began to limit access and 
service, FHWA issued a Notice of Enforcement Discretion to temporarily allow States to 
permit food trucks at Interstate Rest Areas to feed commercial truck drivers. More from 
the FHWA here. 

• Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration Supporting America’s 
Truckers:  DOT coordinated within the administration to get over one million of the 
first federally-procured cloth face coverings distributed to long-haul truckers. The 
Department is currently coordination for our critical workers in transit as well. On May 
14, FMCSA published a final rule updating hours of service (HOS) rules to increase 
safety on America’s roadways by updating existing regulations for commercial motor 
vehicle (CMV) drivers. “The Department of Transportation and the Trump 
Administration listened directly to the concerns of truckers seeking rules that are safer 
and have more flexibility—and we have acted. These updated hours of service rules are 
based on the thousands of comments we received from the American people. These 
reforms will improve safety on America’s roadways and strengthen the nation’s motor 
carrier industry,” said FMCSA Acting Administrator Jim Mullen. More here. 

  
U.S. Department of Commerce (DOC) 



• U.S. Department of Commerce Announces Availability of $1.5 Billion in 
CARES Act Funds to Aid Communities Impacted by the Coronavirus 
Pandemic: On May 7, the Department of Commerce announced the Department’s 
Economic Development Administration (EDA) is now accepting applications from 
eligible grantees for CARES Act supplemental funds intended to help communities 
prevent, prepare for, and respond to the coronavirus. Under this announcement, EDA 
will make CARES Act Recovery Assistance grants under the authority of the Economic 
Adjustment Assistance (EAA) program, which is intended to be flexible and responsible 
to the economic development needs and priorities of local and regional stakeholders. 
More information, including how communities can apply, can be found here here. 

• President Trump Signs Executive Order to Secure America’s Seafood Supply 
Chain and Bring Jobs Home: On May 6, President Trump signed an Executive 
Order to increase America’s competitiveness in the seafood industry and protect the 
seafood supply chain. This order instructs agencies to expand sustainable seafood 
production in the United States thereby solidifying our Nation’s food security, protect 
American jobs in the seafood industry, and create new jobs in the United States. 
More here. President Trump also announced the availability of $300 million from the 
Department of Commerce to support fishermen and related businesses hurt by the 
Coronavirus. Allocations by State can be found here. 

  
U.S. Department of the Treasury (DT) 

• Treasury Begins Distribution of Coronavirus Relief Fund Dollars to Native 
American Tribes: The President signed the CARES Act into law, providing $8 billion 
to address coronavirus preparedness, response, and recovery for American Indians and 
Alaska Natives. On May 5, Treasury and the U.S. Department of the 
Interior announced initial allocations of this funding, totaling nearly $5 billion, which 
represents one of the largest programmatic investments in Indian County in our Nation’s 
history. 

• Treasury Updates Guidance and FAQ’s for States, Tribes, and Local 
Governments: On May 4, Treasury released an updated list of Frequently Asked 
Questions regarding the distribution and use of Coronavirus Relief Fund funds. Among 
other updates, Treasury provides that “as a matter of administrative convenience in light 
of the emergency nature of this program, a State, territorial, local, or Tribal 
government may presume that payroll costs for public health and public safety 
employees are payments for services substantially dedicated to mitigating or responding 
to the CVOID-19 public health emergency.” The updated FAQ’s can be found here. More 
information on the Coronavirus Relief Fund can be found here. 

• Treasury Updates Guidance and FAQ’s for Economic Impact 
Payments: Millions of Americans have already received their Economic Impact 
Payments authorized by the CARES Act. The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) continues 
to calculate and automatically send the Payments to most eligible individuals, however 
some may have to provide additional information to the IRS to get their Payments. More 
information here. 

  
U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) 

• SBA Continues to Deliver Unprecedented Relief to the Nation’s Small 
Businesses: Through the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) authorized under the 
CARES Act, the SBA is delivering unprecedented relief to the Nation’s Small 
Businesses. In the first round of funding alone, the agency processed more than 14 
years’ worth of loans in less than 14 days. With an additional $310 billion in 
authorized funding, SBA continues to authorize PPP loans. In Round II, 5,425 



lenders have approved over 2.4 million loans averaging $74,304 per loan. 
More here. A list of frequently asked questions can be found here. Additional 
questions should be referred to local and regional offices (here). 

• SBA Announces Reopening of Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) 
Program and Makes Available to U.S. Agricultural Businesses Impacted 
by COVID-19 Pandemic: On May 4, SBA announced the reopening of the EIDL 
program and EIDL Advance programs and expanded eligibility to agricultural 
businesses impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. More here. More on SBA 
coronavirus relief options, including EIDL, here. 

 


