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Making Christ Available to All 
by Rejoicing, Renewing and Reaching Out

Peace Lutheran Church Mission Statement

Worship Schedule 
Saturdays: 5:00 pm 
Sundays: 10:00 am 
Education Hour: 11:00 am 
Sunday  Channel 7 at 9:00 am 

The God We Hardly Knew
No one can celebrate a genuine Christmas

without being truly poor. The self-sufficient, the 
proud, those who, because they have

everything, look down on others, those 
who have no need even of God- for them 

there will be no Christmas.
Only the poor, the hungry, those who 

need someone to come on their behalf,
will have that someone.

That someone is God. Emmanuel. God-with-us.
Without poverty of spirit there can 

be no abundance of God.
 Óscar Romero
Three words have changed my life again and again. God 
with us. There have been times when I have felt self-
sufficient and I have seemed to have forgotten those 
three words. Finding myself in that spot ends in heart-
burn or heartache. Other times I have felt adrift and 
anxious and I clung so tightly to those three words that 
you could see my white knuckles. God with us. For me 
those three words bring hope, life, and a reminder.
The reminder is found in “us.” Emmanuel is not God with 
me. The promise of God with us is a community promise. 
The promise of God with us is a new reality of relation-
ship and dependence. The promise is a word of connec-
tion. Who makes up “us?” Is there anyone on the out-
side? The people I love are part of “us.” con’t pg. 4
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Prayer Concerns of those we prayed for November 2019
We Believe in Prayer For praise and 
thanksgiving ...
Elizabeth A. Eaton - Presiding Bishop, ELCA 
Jessica Christ - Bishop - Montana Synod; 
For people around the world in need ... 
New Members to come to Peace
Needs of our neighborhood
Visitors to Peace Food Pantry 
President Donald Trump (requested by Peace 
member) 
Christine & Scotty Soileau – Quantico, VA. (mem-
ber of Peace) 
For illness or injuries .. of members
LaWanda Sherseth - healing
Annette Reich - Tender Nest
John Modde - recovery
Kathleen Gregg - healing
Lisa Grimsley - healing
Ken, Carol Hoefner and family 
Larry Heiser – 
 For illness or injuries .. of family 
and friends. 
Jim Zeiler, brother of Sharon Hedden, healing
Jenny - Rick & Barb Olson daughter, cancer
Jim Nelson - Ken & Marge Peterson’s brother-in-
law cancer

Prayer Concems is a published list of those 
on the prayer chain, who have given permis-

sion to publish their names. If you are interested 
in praying for these, as well as others, please join 
the prayer chain. They have leaders who call or 
email. Please call lone Bloom at 652-2441 or Lisa 
Grimsley (698-4121).

Malcom - 6 yrs. old with a brain tumor
Rako Zech & family, Ron’s Zech son - 
 cancer diagnosis 
Gary Fink - healing 
Ann Strecker - friend of Rick & Barb Olson - healing
Joan and Jerrie - Jackie Fayram sisters, 
 memory loss
Laura Fisher (Jodi Peterson’s cousin) cancer
Micah Hilario, son-in-law of Linda & Gary Branae,
   (Lois Gorseth friends) has been diagnosed with 
ALS
Shawn Hanser 
Bonnie & Kevin - healing and strength
Emily - prayers for strength
Bob Miller - Rod Miller’s father. stroke, surgery and 
recovery
Bud Leuthold - friend of Joy Lindberg leukemia 
For those grieving… 
Kyhl & Marlene Thomson on the death of Kyhl’s 
brother Kent Thomson

With sincere gratitude

Dear Peace Lutheran, Thank you for the Hal-
loween care package! All of the treats were 

delicious, and it always seems to come when 
school gets tough. I can’t thank everyone enough 
for allt he support that is given to me! 
Bryce Peterson 

Hello Peace Lutheran, this is Kira Kristjanson. 
I just wanted to say thank you soo much for 

the box of homemade treats and candy! It really 
made my day and I really appreciated it. I hope all 
is well and you all have a happy Thanksgiving.

Dear Peace Lutheran Church, I’m so grateful 
for the goodies I received this past week. My 

roommates and I loved it. All the goodies are actu-
ally all eaten up. Apartment 525 would like to say 
thank you! 
Love, Kaylee Welch
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A Day in the Life of the Intern 

 Some days it feels like all of life is waiting.  We wait for so much.  We wait in line at the grocery 
store and for the traffic light to turn green.  We wait for the snow to stop and for spring to return.  We 
wait for family to come home after work or school or to return home after moving away.  We wait for the 
phone call about the job or about the medical test results.  We wait for babies to arrive and we wait for 
death to take our loved ones.  
I have such vivid memories of waiting for Christmas morning as a little kid.  I waited and waited to find 
out which toys from my wish list would be under the Christmas tree and I waited to be able to play with 
those new toys all day until I was too tired to play any longer.  Perhaps 
what I remember most about the process of waiting was that I was not 
in control at all.  There was nothing I could do to make time go faster 
and my parents set all the rules about waiting.   
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the German pastor, theologian, and martyr, had 
this reflection on Advent: “Celebrating Advent means being able to 
wait. Waiting is an art that our impatient age has forgotten. It wants to 
break open the fruit when it has hardly finished plating the shoot. But 
all too often the greedy eyes are only deceived; the fruit that seemed so precious is still green on the 
inside, and disrespectful hands ungratefully toss aside what has so disappointed them. Whoever does 
not know the austere blessedness of waiting – that is, of hopefully doing without- will never experience 
the full blessing of fulfillment.” 
As a kid, what I experienced in waiting for Christmas morning didn’t have much to do with the waiting 
that Bonhoeffer is referring to because I always had a fulfillment of what I was waiting for on Christmas 
morning.  However, as I grew up and Christmas morning no longer held that glittery appeal it once had, 
I’ve come to realize that transformation comes in what we do and learn while we wait.   
As you wait in this season of Advent and beyond, may your faith be strengthened and nurtured as you 
hopefully do without and may you one day experience the full blessing of fulfillment.

Peace,
Intern Pastor Melissa

Dear Peace Lutheran Church,
As a recipient of a Peace Lutheran scholarship, I wanted to thank you for the 

funding of this scholarship.

I am currently a junior at MSUB here in Billings. I am majoring in Health and Hu-
man Performance and I will finish my Chemistry minor at the end of this semester. 
The end goal is to go to PA school at Rocky when I am done. Because of all the school now and in 
the future, the generosity of this scholarship is greatly appreciated.

The support that Peace Lutheran has given not only me, but to the community is unmatched. This is 
three years in a row I’ve been gifted a scholarship, and each time I’ve been surprised with how much 
the church is willing to give. I know first-hand what the church has done for community, helping with 
both Trunk-or-Treat and VBS every year possible. I couldn’t be more glad to be a part of the congre-
gation and I strike to show the same level of generosity that the church constantly does. Thank you 
again for all the support!
Sincerely  Bryce Peterson
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Congregational News
con’t from pg. 1
The people I disagree with vehemently are part of “us.” The people I’ve never met are part 
of God with us.
In the season of Advent we prepare and wait. We watch and anticipate. We serve and we 
celebrate. God with us. As God took on human flesh for us we make real the promises 
of God to those around us who are desperate to feel the presence of God and know God 
is with them. This year we are partnering with Family Promise. We have adopted a fam-
ily and we will be providing their gifts. Amanda and her daughter Sanaa (16), sons Lance 
(15), and David (12) will be the recipients of your generosity and through you they too will 
experience God with us. We will have tags outside the sanctuary you can pick up with gift 
requests. We need all gifts delivered to Peace by December 17th.
As we serve we also rejoice. We will gather for mid-week Advent worship on December 
4th, 11th, and 18th. Our focus this season will be on the gifts of God based on advice I was 
given for giving gifts to my children. I was told we all need something to wear, something 
to read, and something to play with. Each Wednesday we’ll focus on one of these desired 
gifts and how they reflect God with us. The offering received during mid-week Advent 
worship will go toward a fund for travel expenses for our Companion Synod relationships. 
In May of 2020 former intern, Pr. Jessie Obrecht, will be going to South Africa and these 
gifts will help fund that trip. 
As you pray and reflect during this Advent season we have a wonderful tool to help you 
focus on how God is with us. Pick up an Advent Calendar at church to use as a way to mark 
your journey.
God is with us. This makes all the difference.
Will + 

Calling all singers and 
friends. Join us at 3:30 

December 22nd for caroling 
around Billings. We’ll start 
at Peace and then caravan 
together until we return to 
the church for Chili. Bring 
Christmas cookies to share and you wonderful 
voices.

Red Poinsettias Poinsettias for our sanctu-
ary at Christmas. While you are out doing 

Christmas shopping purchase a red poinsettia to 
be displayed during Christmas 
services. We would ask that 
you bring the plant to church 
anytime or day after worship 
on the December 15th. Pick-
up your plant after 7pm wor-
ship on the 24th or leave the 
plant to be enjoyed during the 
Christmas season.  
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December Worship Themes
The season of Advent brings us to the prophets and to the manger. 

Let us walk together from darkness into light.
      (Sermon focus texts are in bold.)

November 30th December 1st  First Weekend in Advent   “Redemption”
Readings: Psalm 122; Mark 8:27-29, Jeremiah 33:6-18
In perhaps the darkest time for Israel, the prophet Jeremiah laments that the city of Jerusalem will fall 
after a long siege and God seems to be doing nothing about it.  But God responds by promising that all of 
creation will be healed and redeemed.      Setting 4

December 7th & 8th   Second Weekend in Advent    “Comfort, Comfort”
Readings: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19; Mark 1:1-4; Isaiah 40:1-11
Who speaks words of comfort to you? Who is able to ease your anxiety when everything seems to be too 
much. God’s people are anxious. God’s people need comfort. The prophet speaks a word of hope.     
            Setting 10

December 14th & 15th  Third Weekend in Advent     “Home”
Readings: Psalm 146:5-10; Luke 2:25-32; Ezra 1:1-4; 3:1-4, 10-13
After being in exile in Babylon, the people of Israel have been freed to return home!  All the people gather 
in Jerusalem to worship God in exuberant joy but at the same time the pain lingers as they remember the 
loss of what once was.         Country Gospel

December 21st & 22nd  Fourth Weekend in Advent      “Sing!”
Readings: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Luke 1:5-25, 57-80
This weekend we’ll watch the Kid’s Christmas Program and hear Zechariah’s story! Setting 8

December 28th & 29th  First Weekend of Christmas     “Beginning”
Readings: Psalm 148; Mark 1:1-20
Mark’s Gospel starts like an Olympic sprint. He takes off at a breakneck pace telling everyone about 
Jesus’ ministry. Come and hear what it is all about. This is the beginning! Christmas Carol Sing

This Advent season we will be gathering for Wednesday evening worship 
using Holden Evening Prayer  at 7pm. We will gather in the Sanctuary for 

this beautiful and simple service.  Please come join us!
Service Dates are as follows:
Dec. 4th,11th,18th.
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Mission & Service Happenings
Our committee hopes you have a wonderful holiday season.  Please consider where you can lend your 

time and talents this time of year to serve those in need.  

Here are the Mission and Service Reaching Out opportunities for December.  

December

 Family Service Santa Shoppers- Please watch for dates and the signup sheet to volunteer.

 In As Much Tree- We will support Family Promise (See below for information) and the 
 ongoing school kit project (Information on page 12).

 General Holiday Volunteer Opportunities- There is opportunity for individuals to volunteer
  their time and talents.  Please consider giving your time to Salvation Army ringing bells 
 or Family Service with being a Christmas Shop Cashier.  St. John’s Foundation can be 

 individually supported through their Seeds of Kindness campaign.

Additional Notes of Interest
Our next All Congregation Day of Service and Family Promise hosting will be 

on January 26th- February 1.

Please give consideration to getting involved with hosting Family Promise.  
Opportunities exist to assist other than setting up rooms.  Merry Christmas to all!

“In as Much Tree”
This year we are  supporting a family through Family Promise. The family is 
a single mother, Amanda with 3 teenage children. The deadline is December 
15th so that they have a couple days to get gift items delivered. Pick up a 
ornament off of the tree or make a donation with “In as Much Tree” in the 
check memo line. Below are some of the items requested by family.

Sanna: 16 year old female in 10th grade: Coat XL, Pants 10 or M yoga, 
  Tops LG, Shoes and Boots size 8, Wish list: make-up ear pods 
    hair straightener, make up mirror
Lance: 15 year old male in 10th grade: Coat XXL, Pants 36x30, Shirts XXL,   
  Shoes 11.5, socks and underwear, Wish list: Kyrie Irving gear, Drone  
  Ear pods
David: 12 year old male in 7th grade: Coat XL, T-shirts XL, socks and      
  underwear, Wish List: Steph Curry gear, nerf gun
Amanda: Mother: Shirts 3X, Underwear Sz. 9, yoga pants XL, Wish list: earrings, 
  lotion, bath & bodyworks spray, necklace
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Doughnuts and Coffee; What 
a great time of fellowship 

we have after Sunday worship 
with Coffee and Doughnuts. We 
are looking for sponsors each 
week to defray the cost of the 
Doughnuts. The cost is $32 per 
week. If you are interested the 
sign-up sheet is located in the 
narthex. Thank you!!

Opportunities for 
Studying God’s 
Word
There is a place for you!
Circles: 
Ruth meets the 2nd Tues. 
of each month at 11:30 am at Hardees on 24th

Deborah Katie meets the 2nd Saturday of each 
month at 10:30 am at Peace
Martha Circle meets the 3rd Wednesday at 10 am 
at Peace 
Men’s Breakfast: Every Wednesday at 6:30 am 
join the men in the fellowship hall for breakfast and 
Bible study
Bible Studies: 
Mid-Week Evening Bible study is the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesdays of each month at 7 pm
Thursday Morning Bible study meets at 9 am in 
the library area
Sunday Morning: Sunday School and Adult Edu-
cation meet from 11:15 to noon

In order to complete 2019 Annual Report all 
those wishing to submit 

items must submit them 
by December 12th. Please 
submit through E-mail 
(peaceoffice@bresnan.net) 
or typed to be scanned to 
the church office. Thank You 

What Is Alternative Giving?

A flock of chicks, a bag of nails,
A goat, some small fruit trees,
A water pump or school supplies,
Some meals or fish or bees.

With these great gifts to those in need,
You celebrate Christ’s life
By bringing health and love and hope
To those who live in strife.

Around the world or close to home
God calls us all to care,
Just give a gift in someone’s name…..
Christ’s life and love you’ll share.

This is what Alternative 
Giving is all about…….. 
purchasing a basic gift of 
water, food, shelter, medi-
cine, clothing or whatever is 
needed to give to those in need instead of pur-
chasing a gift to give your family member or friend, 
and then letting them know how you honored 
them.  You celebrate Christ’s birth by following His 
example of serving all in need.  ELCA World Hun-
ger Good Gifts has a great variety of alternative 
giving options from which you can choose.
Another way to help others when gifting is by 
purchasing gifts from the Fair Trade catalog.  
These items are sold under fair trade conditions, 
providing opportunity and 
support for artisans and 
farmers worldwide.  Ev-
ery order helps to ensure 
stable income for them and 
their families.
Christmas blessings as 
you shop and celebrate this year.
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Check out the web site: 
peacelutheranbillings.

com. Web site is updated 
with, up to date calendar, 
newsletter in color, Youth 
page, and photo page. 

Church Council Minutes
The approved church council minutes are 

available at the bulletin board outside the church 
office. Thank you

Find us on facebook:
Peace Lutheran Church, Billings MT

Church E-mail Addresses
Pastor Will
 prsappington@gmail.com
Church Office
 peaceoffice@bresnan.net
Intern Pastor
 internpeace@gmail.com
Youth Director
 peacelcyouth@gmail.com

Congregational News

Simply Giving Program - Would you find it help-
ful to have your offerings taken from your bank 
account as you do other monthly drafts? Thri-
vent Financial for Lutherans sponsors a program 
called Simply Giving which offers this service for 
people who wish to have offerings transferred 
electronically to Peace 
Lutheran Church ac-
count. For those who 
travel, this is particu-
larly helpful in keeping 
up with their intended offerings, and it will keep 
you from having to make up the difference later. 
Contact the church office for more details. 

The Regular schedule for 
Women’s Circles returns:
Ruth Circle meets on the 
second Tuesday at 11:30 am at 
Hardees on 24th

Martha Circle meets on the 
third Wednesday of the month at 10:00 am in the 
fellowship hall

Deborah/Katie Circle meets Second Saturday at 
10:30 am at Peace

Congregational Life Committee
The Congregational Life Committee is 
responsible to touch the lives of the people of 
Peace Lutheran Church by involving them in the 
life and ministry of the church.  One of the most 
visible responsibilities is fellowship following 
worship services.  We moved from asking 
service committee members to bring cookies, 
etc., to providing doughnuts.  So, the duties have 
been reduced and only one or two people are 
needed for each Sunday.  We will continue to 
assign monthly service committees as we have 
done in the past.  If we have a potluck or other 
congregational function during the month, the 
committee may be asked to help.  A committee 
chairperson will be assigned each month and 
will ask committee members to help with the 
fellowship/coffee following Sunday worship.  

December Serving group
Debbie Hedrick, chair
Bernie Hedrick
Jan Gameon
Lois Gorseth
Joy Lindberg
Jane Stark
Vergenne/Dennis Just
Bonnie Clausen/Ron Zech 
Katie Wolverton
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2019 Circles & Bible Studies: 
Everyone is welcome! 

Martha Circle 
Meets Third Wednesday, at 10:00 am 

in the Fellowship hall

Deborah-Katie Circle 
Meets 2nd Saturday at 10:30 am 

at Peace

Ruth Circle
Meets second Tuesday at 11:30 am

at Hardees on 24th

December 19th

Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study 
Meets every 

Wednesday at 6:30 am in the 
Fellowship Hall. New-comers 

and one-timers are 
always welcome

Catch 
Worship 
Service 
Broad-
cast on 
Community 
Channel 7 
Sunday Mornings 
at 9:00 am 

Peace Lutheran Church Council 
President - Dewey Anderson
Vice President - Dean Welliever
Secretary - Linda Strosky
Dewey Anderson - Abundant Life, Executive
Mike Brown - Abundant Life, Property
Dave Draeger - Worship
Susan Finn - Congregational Life 
Holli Miller - Congregational Life
Tony Pecarina - Youth/Education
Bryan Peterson- Mission & Service
Melissa Sider -  Youth/Education
Linda Strosky- Mission & Service, Executive
Dean Welliever - Property, Executive

Boards/Committees
St John’s Ministries 
Rich Robbins 
Rhonda Sappington

Christikon 
Vanessa Steiger
Kaia Sappington
Mike Brown

Lutheran Center
Rhonda Hanson
Debbie Sider 

Shepherd Cluster 
Joan Brown
Bonnie Hovik Calusen         
Endowment Trustee    
Ed Popp  Molly Johnson 
Bernie Mason Rhonda Hanson
Dean Welliever
Nominating Committee 
Dewey Anderson
Melissa Sider
Paul Strosky
Erl Barsness
Dave Draeger 

Questions about Council Activities? If 
you have any questions or comments

 regarding any council action - pending or 
          complete - please contact  

President  Dewey Anderson
Vice-President Dean Welliever
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A Peace Pals Christmas Party 
December 6th, 6:00 to 9:00 PM 

You’re invited to join us on December 6th 
for our Peace Pals Christmas Party! This is 
a Christmas Party for elementary aged kids. 
We will play fun games, win cool prizes, and 
have Christmas snacks and hot cocoa! All 
kids are invited to this free event. Please 
RSVP to Vanessa at 406-698-5576 by 

December 2nd. 
 

A Peace Youth Christmas Party 
December 7th , 6:00 to 11:00 PM 

On December 7th, our Middle & High 
School Youth Group will be doing a 

Christmas Party at Peace! Join us from 6:00 
to 11:00 PM for gingerbread house making, 
cookie decorating, and more! This event will 

be free for all participants. So don’t miss 
out! 

 
Christmas Program 

December 22nd, During Worship 
We are gearing up for this year’s Christmas 

Program! All kids are welcome to 
participate. For the past couple of years, we 
have done a partial video/live program. We 

will do the same concept this year!  
 

Filming will take place on Wednesdays 
during Youth Group. The dates for filming 

and rehearsals are:  
November 20th  
December 4th 
December 11th  
December 18th  

 

 

Peace Pals 
Wednesdays at 5:30 PM 

Have you heard about how much fun we 
have at Peace Pals? Peace Pals is our 
Wednesday night youth group for 
elementary aged kids. We start off the night 
with singing, then do highs and lows, our 
story, and we end with a game. It’s a blast! 

 
December 4th- Christmas Program  
December 11th- Christmas Program 
December 18th- Christmas Program  
December 25th- No ReFuel Activities 
 

ReFuel Meals 
Wednesdays at 6:30 PM 

December 4th- Pizza* 
December 11th- Soup and Sandwich* 
December 18th - Spaghetti* 
December 25th - No ReFuel Meal  

Merry Christmas! 
 
These are our suggested meals for the month of 
December. If you want to be our chef for one of 
these weeks, you can pick the meal! Please let 
Vanessa or Will know if you are interested in 
cooking. 
 

Confirmation 
Wednesdays at 7:00 PM 

It’s not too late to start Confirmation with us! 
Confirmation at Peace Lutheran is on 
Wednesday nights over the course of three 
years. It’s a ton of fun! We start the night 
with Highs and Lows, talk about the weekly 
lesson, have great conversation, and play 
games! This month we are going over:  
 
December 4th- Wilderness to Land* 
December 11th- The Ten Commandments* 
December 18th- Judges* 
December 25th- No ReFuel Activities 

*Worship Nights 
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Words from the Bishop: 

“Welcome”  
 What does it mean to welcome? Many of us say “All 
are Welcome!” to our congregations or ministries. But what 
does that mean?
 According to Ruth Fletcher, in her book Thrive: Spiritual 
Habits of Transforming Congregations, there is a differ-
ence between being “friendly” and being “welcoming.” (pp. 
75ff) Friendliness invites newcomers into what already ex-
ists and then expects them to change to fit into the current 
system. People in a friendly community say in subtle or 
not-so-subtle ways: “We’re glad you joined our family. But 
it’s OUR family and we hope you like the way we do things. 
If not, there’s the door.”
 Welcoming, on the other hand, integrates newcomers 
into the community by letting them be themselves and al-
lowing them to belong as equal partners with gifts, ideas, 
and experiences to share. Welcoming is willing to explore 
the new opportunities that newcomers can offer. In a wel-
coming community, members say with everything they say 
and do: “We want you to share your gifts and we’re ready 
to be transformed by them.”
 Fletcher tells the story of a congregation whose members 
thought they were welcoming. {p.78} But as the newcom-
ers began to take more responsibilities in fulfilling the mis-
sion of the congregation by trying new things and encour-
aging new ways of being community, the friendliness with 
which they were greeted when they arrived disappeared. 
Fletcher writes, “The established members complained 
that the women who had more recently come…didn’t com-
ply with the rules of the church kitchen. Others grumbled 
about noisy, active children disrupting the Sunday service. 
When younger adults introduced a different kind of music, 
old-timers put up with it for a while, but soon grew angry 
about all the changes in the church. The atmosphere in 
the congregation grew tenser until the newer people gave 
up and left. Then the old-timers breathed a sigh of relief 
and the church returned to its comfortable former habits…” 
To Fletcher’s story, one might easily add the words “…and 
slowly died” because a congregation that does not find a 
way to be welcoming beyond friendliness will slowly dwin-
dle away.
 In an article entitled “All are Welcome” in the March 

2016 edition of The Living Lutheran, Wendy Healy quotes 
Brenda Smith, “People are looking for three things in a 
church. One, a warm community that loves and follows 
Jesus; two, a place where they can learn something; and 
three, a church that is doing something to transform the 
world.” To truly welcome people – both newcomers and es-
tablished members – is to construct a WHOLE community 
that	creates	opportunities	for	these	three	things	to	happen	
in a life-giving, spirit-empowering way that recognizes and 
welcomes everybody’s gifts by “finding places where those 
gifts can best be used to serve the vision, mission, and 
values established by the whole congregation.” {Fletcher, 
p. 83)
 So how specifically can we go beyond friendliness to 
be truly welcoming in the Church? Here are three of many 
possible suggestions:
 • Pay attention to the things you do or don’t do that cre-
ate barriers to the experience of welcome for people. For 
example, do you only engage with your own cliques or do 
you invite people beyond your friendship group into your 
church experiences?
	 •	 Cleanse your expectations about what newcomers 
can provide to the congregation; instead, focus on what 
you can provide to them. (Cf. Matthew 25: 35-40) If the con-
gregation hopes that newcomers will become replacement 
parts for members who are worn out from carrying the load, 
it won’t be a real welcome. Instead, the perceptible needi-
ness and self-serving expectations will scare people away.
 • Learn how to listen and live in ways that creates a 
space where each person’s complete self feels free to 
show up and participate as they are without fear of judg-
ment.
 Jesus said, “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, 
and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent 
me.” (Mt 10:40) Finally, welcoming people means welcom-
ing them as if they are Christ, ready to be transformed by 
their	presence	among	us.	
In Christ, 
Bishop Laurie
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Lutheran World Relief School Kits
It has been exciting to see so many people helping to make the school kits!! There are several  
completed bags and many items in the tub to fill 
more kits.
There are several pieces of corduroy cut to size, 
along with the pattern 
directions on the, display shelf to take home to sew. 
I have cord to finish them, which was donated to us 
by Ken Peterson. Anyone who wants just the direc-
tions may take one.
There is more information about the school kits 
program on the Lutheran World Relief website lwr.
orglschool kits .
Anyone wanting to 
donate money instead 
of shopping, should 
write the check to Peace 
Lutheran Church with 
school kits on the memo 
line. Any and all help is 
appreciated.
Thank you for helping. 
Elaine Shong

Back Pack School Kits
Shopping List

•	4 - 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper, 
        approximately  8H x 10 W’; no loose leaf paper
•	1 - 30-centimeterruler, or a ruler with centimeters on
       one  side and inches on the other
•	1 - pencil sharpener
•	1 - pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with 
       embedded steel blades work well)
•	5 - unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers;
•	1 - black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink);
•	1 - box of 16 or 24 crayons
•	1 - 2½” eraser
 Please give new items only.
• Please do not donate items with any religious symbols, 
  messages or your group’s name.

• Please do not donate any items decorated with a U.S. 
  flag, patriotic or military symbols, or references to the
  armed forces, including camouflage.

Join us December 22nd for worship as the 
young people of Peace present, 

‘Christmas Pledge Drive’. 
Live performances with video, modeled after 

Public Broadcasting pledge drives, 
Sounds exciting!

Christmas program will be presented during 
our 10am worship service.

Christmas Pledge Drive
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Montana Synodical Women’s 
Convention and Gathering Report
Thank you for sending me as your delegate to this 
Convention at Bethel Lutheran in Great Falls last 
September.   It is always a good experience!.  Build-
ing relationships, renewing our friendships, growing 
in our faith, rejoicing with song and worship. Lois 
Bylund is the Churchwide Executive Board Member 
from Moorhead, Minn. She greeted us and thanked 
all women for the good work they do for our organi-
zation. Friday was our business session. There were 
20 voting members. There was 9 board members 
and 11 delegates. Elections were held. You can be 
proud of Connie  Hausauer being our President of 
the MT. Synod Women’s Organization.  
       Our offering called “Pool of Living Water’s ”is 
where we save our dimes yearly and collect our 
offering to go to help others. This year half of the 
offering went to Family Promise of Great Falls and 
the ELCA fund for Leaders. The next 2 years of-
fering will be for Suicide Prevention and Disaster 
Relief Fun
      A Resolution was passed that the MT board 
emphasize the importance of each unit having a 
Thankoffering and that we ask for Thankoffering 
boxes be made available as a useful  resource. It 
was passed. Each year, in thousands of congre-
gations, Thankofferings are given to support the 
life-changing ministries of Women of the ELCA.   
Together, we do more than we could ever do apart.   
In gratitude for all God has given to us, and with 
hope for all that is to come, let us now give our 
thankoffering.
     Saturday was our Gathering (no business). It 
was called “Baptized and set free”.  Pastor Julia 
Seymour from Big Timber was our guest speaker. 
She was GREAT!  I felt like I was at seminary hav-
ing a class on what happens at baptism. (In words 
that I understood). She was delightful and uplifting.    
She really helped us get into what really happens 
at baptism.   Thank you again.  Debbie Sider

Christikon Clips
December 2019
At Christikon we learn and 
practice “All Are Welcome”. 
Always. No question. As we 
reflect on Advent and the birth of 
Jesus, may we remember who 
we learned “All Are Welcome” from first and may 
Christ be with us all as we continue to practice 
his ministry in the world.
Blessings to you and yours this Advent and 
Christmas.
 It is the mission of Christikon to awaken and 

nurture faith in Christ— 
exploring God’s creation and the adventure 

of life together.
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1 First Sunday in Advent	 	Lift	up	prayers	of	 thanks	
and praise for this season of anticipation, remembrance 
and celebration of Jesus Christ — God’s awesome gift of 
love and redemption for all humanity.
2 Pause each day to reflect prayerfully on the symbols, 
traditions and practices — ancient and new — that we 
see and experience throughout Advent and Christmas. 
Give thanks for everything that centers our attention on 
the good news of Jesus Christ, deepens our faith as 
loved and redeemed children of God, and inspires and 
guides our baptismal journey.
3 Today has become known as Giving Tuesday, a day 
for encouraging generosity and charitable giving. Pray 
that the Spirit will always inspire us to be generous with 
our resources, money, gifts and time for the sake of our 
neighbors in need.
4 Pray that we awake each day, putting on Jesus Christ 
and shining as a light in the world, a brilliant light that 
shines with good news, love, justice, compassion and 
peace.
5 Remember in prayer Augusta Victoria Hospital (AVH) 
and the other hospitals in East Jerusalem. AVH is owned 
and operated by the Lutheran World Federation and 
supported by several of its member churches, including 
the	Evangelical	Lutheran	Church	 in	America.	Pray	 that	
our government will restore funding vital to the safe and 
effective operation of the East Jerusalem hospitals as 
soon as possible so that patients — especially children, 
who are particularly at risk — will continue to receive the 
treatment and care they need.
6 Give thanks for the young people who have served or 
are currently serving as Young Adults in Global Mission, 
working alongside our global companions to share the 
gospel, grow the church, care for people in need and 
strengthen	communities	in	the	name	of	Christ.	Pray	that	
these young adults will inspire others to respond to God’s 
call to ministry and service — locally and globally.  
7 When you see an Advent wreath, reflect on the circle of 
evergreen branches and give thanks for the gift of eter-
nal life we have in Jesus Christ — the promised Mes-
siah, born for the sake of the world.

8 Pray for clarity and faith in the lifelong baptismal jour-
ney for which the Holy Spirit calls, renews and equips us 
— a journey for the sake of the world. 
9 The “Declaration of the ELCA to People of African De-
scent” is a public apology offered by our church in the 
context of the quadricentennial remembrance of slavery 
in this country. With faith in God’s forgiveness and mer-
cy, pray that we will be unconflicted in our repentance, 
committed to understanding injustice and racism, and 
bold and persistent in working to end racism and white 
supremacy wherever they exist, including in the church.
10 Give thanks that we are freed by our faith to serve our 
neighbor and affect change in our communities, nation 
and world — change that is grounded in the gospel and 
God’s vision of justice, compassion, healing and peace 
for	all	people.
11 Pray that God’s righteousness, justice, peace and 
compassion for the poor and oppressed will flourish in 
the world, and that we will be bold and persistent in doing 
God’s work together.
12 Remember in prayer people, especially women and 
children, who live in refugee camps and immigration de-
tention centers. Pray that they will soon return home or 
move to a community or country where they are welcome 
and safe, able to reunite with family and reestablish their 
lives. Give thanks for our church’s and Lutheran Immi-
gration and Refugee Service’s commitment to advocate 
and care for refugees and immigrants everywhere. 
13 Remembering that we have been welcomed without 
hesitation into the body of Christ, pray that we will exer-
cise, without judgment or partiality, grace and hospitality 
toward our neighbors — friends, antagonists and strang-
ers	alike.
14 Give thanks to God for the gifts, service and ministry 
of women as we celebrate 50 years of Lutheran women 
being ordained in the United States, 40 years of women 
of color being ordained and 10 years of LGBTQIA+ indi-
viduals being able to serve freely. 
15 Give thanks for being reminded and reassured — 
through the word of God, the sacraments and the wit-
ness of one another — that Jesus is the promised Mes-
siah, our savior, teacher, life and hope.
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16 Pray for ELCA missionaries and young people serving 
in the Young Adults in Global Mission program who are 
separated from their families and home congregations 
during the holidays yet celebrate the good news and gift 
of Jesus Christ with our companion churches and broth-
ers and sisters in Christ around the world.
17 Pray that wherever the weather turns cold and damp, 
all people will have the warmth and safety of shelter, and 
that where shelter is absent or difficult to find, the love 
and generosity of God dwelling in us will move us to cre-
ate and open shelters in our congregations, community 
spaces and homes.
18 Give thanks for ELCA Good Gifts, an opportunity to sup-
port ELCA ministries and programs in nearly 80 countries 
around the world, including the United States. These funds 
and gifts support work being carried out by our congrega-
tions, companion churches and ecumenical partners. 
19	Over 47,000 people in the United States died by suicide 
in 2017, and there were approximately 1.4 million suicide 
attempts. Pray for hope, relief from suffering and skilled, 
compassionate care for people who struggle with loneli-
ness, isolation and depression, especially during the holi-
days. Ask that the Spirit will move us to see and respond 
to the people around us and to engage in and support sui-
cide-prevention efforts such as the work of the Suicide Pre-
vention Ministry, an independent Lutheran organization.
20 Give thanks and praise to God, who lifts up those 
bowed down and oppressed, watches over strangers 
and sets free the bound and imprisoned.
21 Remember in prayer the many people who work and 
serve during the holidays, including first responders, care 
providers, law enforcement, medical personnel, pilots 
and attendants, truck drivers, men and women serving 
in the military, seafarers, social service staff, and people 
serving in stores, restaurants and hotels.
22 In the story of Mary, Joseph and the humble birth 
of Jesus, we sense God’s love for humanity and God’s 
understanding of the diverse contexts in which we live. 
Praise God for loving us as we are and for reaching into 
the world in ways that we can relate to, understand and 
embrace.

23 Ask that we will be strengthened and inspired by the 
Holy Spirit for sharing the story of God’s love and mercy 
— the story of Jesus — in today’s world and culture. 
24	Christmas Eve  What draws you to Jesus? What are 
you looking for in God’s promises? Give thanks to God 
for revealing to us through Jesus Christ the gifts of full-
ness of life and the one true light that illuminates God’s 
ways and truth.
25	 Christmas Day  Join with our sisters and brothers 
around the world and with all creation in lifting up prayers 
and songs of praise and thanksgiving for God’s gift of 
love and life, manifested in the birth of Jesus Christ — a 
light in the darkness that cannot be overcome.
26 “Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvel-
ous things.” Pray for enthusiasm and courage in spread-
ing the good news of Jesus Christ through our words and 
actions each day.  
27 Remember in prayer people who struggle to meet the 
costs of living, students and seminarians graduating with 
long-term student loans, and people experiencing ongo-
ing or unexpected medical expenses. Ask God to help 
us exercise understanding, empathy and generosity in 
our support and care for people struggling with financial 
debts and needs.
28 Pray that the good news, joy and faith that live in us 
will not diminish with the passing of the holidays and 
special celebrations but will grow deeper and pervade 
every	aspect	of	our	life.
29	Reflect on Mary and Joseph fleeing one country for an-
other with the baby Jesus; lift up in prayer all people who 
suffer injustice and persecution and have become refu-
gees and immigrants seeking safety and acceptance.
30 Pray that God will bless the experiences of college 
and university students participating in J-term courses 
and service-learning experiences, and that these will en-
rich their faith, knowledge, wisdom and discernment of 
vocation.
31 On the threshold of a new year, ask that the Spirit 
will instill in us a sense of time and life that is unrushed, 
observant and appreciative of the people, community, 
creation and gifts given by God for our sustenance, use, 
enjoyment and sharing.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

God’s Work.
    Our hands.

Join us for Christmas 
Worship Services!!
December 22nd 10 am worship with 
  Children’s Christmas program
December 24th 10 am worship
 Christmas Eve
  5:00 pm Candlelight Service  
        with Holy Communion
 7:00 pm Candlelight Service  
           with Holy Communion
December 28th & 29th First weekend of Christmas
 10:00 am Worship with Carols


