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What is your number one priority, and how would you work towards achieving that? 
My number one priority is Passage of the Excellence in Mental Health and Addiction Treatment Expansion 
Act which will allow for the creation of additional fully funded Certified Community Behavioral Health 
Clinics across the nation. With increased access to mental health services and addiction treatment, we 
will be able to serve more of those in SAMSHA identified underserved populations including Veterans, the 
LGBTQ community and Native Americans. I will advocate APA resources be dedicated to passing this 
legislation and members be involved with their legislators advocating for this important issue. 
 

What is your position on affiliate membership for non-physicians? How will you advocate for 
your position within this organization? 
The APA is, first and foremost, an organization of physicians; therefore, I do not support affiliate 
membership for non-physicians. During the assembly deliberations on this topic, I have not supported 
expansion of membership to non-physicians and would continue to do so on the Board of Trustees. 

 
From a member services perspective, what would you do to meet the professional needs of 
psychiatrists throughout their career from training to retirement? 
We must continue to vigorously advocate for expanded funding for APA Fellowships.  These fellowships 
provide mentorship and leadership skills for psychiatric residents and fellows who will be the next 
generation of leadership in our field. The invaluable experience of a 2-year APA NIMH Minority Fellowship 
changed the trajectory of my early career. This past year, funding for this program was in danger of being 
eliminated. Thru APA advocacy, funding was restored and expanded. Additionally, advocacy for simplified 
and expanded loan repayment is imperative, especially for psychiatrists working with underserved 
populations. 

For later stage professionals, the APA must engage the membership and District Branches in more 
directed ways. The APA must collaborate with members to ascertain and address their needs. The APA 
can be an important partner efficiently providing psychiatrists with tools and information to address new 
issues and technologies and improve patient outcomes.   

The APA must work to resolve the ongoing pain of Maintenance of Certification for members by continued 
advocacy to simplify the process and reduce costs. 

Additionally, the APA must be mindful of the need of District Branches and members to have timely and 
actionable policy, clinical and practice information which can be quickly absorbed and implemented. 


