
Moving the Needle Forward for Housing

Justice in May 2024

May in the Flower City means strolling in Highland Park or
celebrating caregivers’/Mother’s Day over dinner.
Consider breaking the mold and adding something new
this month. Be a housing justice seeker in May. Here are
some easy ways:

Add your voice to the City-Wide Tenant Union's efforts
by asking City Council to approve funding for a new
vacancy study. The vacancy study is a required first step
for the rent stabilization policy championed by the
City-Wide Tenant Union. A new rent stabilization policy
would prevent larger landlords from making big rent
hikes. According to the Erie News, in February 2024,
Rochester rents increased 7.6% over a 12-month period
and ranked fourth in the United States. You can read
more details about the vacancy study at the end of this
article.

Write a letter or schedule a meeting with your City
Council member or attend a City Council meeting to
share your experience and struggles with housing in
Rochester and your support for the City-Wide Tenant
Union. If you wish to speak at the next City Council Public
Hearing, follow the link here to see the instructions
(starting towards the bottom of the page at, “To
participate in the Public Hearings:”).

https://roctenantunion.org/aboutus
https://www.cityofrochester.gov/publicmeetings/#:~:text=To%20participate%20in%20the%20Public%20Hearings


Elizabeth McGriff, Staff member, City-Wide Tenant Union

If you attend a City Council meeting, you will most likely
see Elizabeth McGriff in action maximizing her voice to
motivate the Council. Elizabeth successfully fought to
save her family home from foreclosure and enlisted the
help of clergy who held a prayer vigil in her front yard.
The vigil drew media attention to her family’s plight. It
took a great deal of patience and persistence to negotiate
with the banks, but an agreement was reached and she
saved her home.

Join the City-Wide Tenant Union by filling in their form
and making a pledge to contribute volunteer time or
contribute funds.

Or you may contact the REACH Advocacy Team by
emailing info@reachadvocacy.org to request more
information.

You may also enjoy reading the Inclusive Policies and
Programmes to Address Homelessness, United
Nations General Assembly, July 2023.

https://roctenantunion.org/get-involved
mailto:info@reachadvocacy.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/09ee4bae601/ccf5e103-f5e8-4376-bc41-f9f1c0cf7126.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/09ee4bae601/ccf5e103-f5e8-4376-bc41-f9f1c0cf7126.pdf


 
 

Proposed Legislation for the 
May 21, 2024 City Council Meeting - 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* * Please Note * * 
 

For questions, call the City Clerk’s Office at 585-428-7421 
 

 
 






