
September 2021 Newsletter
Dear VAI Friends and Supporters,

We are grateful to all of you who share our interest in the history of the Salem Witch Trials and their
relevance across time and place. We are also grateful to those of you who joined us in celebrating
champions of social justice and have been inspired to act. In addition, we welcome you if you are not yet
familiar with Voices Against Injustice and are in the process of learning about our organization.

Our mission states that we celebrate today’s champions of human rights by presenting the annual Salem
Awards, stewarding the Salem Witch Trials Memorial and inspiring members of our worldwide community
to confront fear and social justice with courage. This month, we recognize the significance of September
22, the anniversary of the last executions of the Salem Witch Trials. Three centuries later, we still ask
ourselves how and why this could have happened. At the dedication of the Salem Witch Trials Memorial
in 1992, Elie Wiesel said, “In truth, there is no answer. I don’t know today why 300 years ago a wind of
madness was blowing over your community.  What was it about?”

To help us understand, Voices Against Injustice and the Peabody Essex Museum will be partnering on
September 22 at 5 PM for a virtual presentation, “Salem Remembers: Connecting Past and Present.”
(Register here.) We have an opportunity to listen, reflect, ask questions, and reflect some more. Many of
us will have the opportunity to visit the exhibit The Salem Witch Trials: Reckoning and Reclaiming at
PEM or experience the Salem Witch Trials Memorial on Liberty Street in Salem. All of us can honor this
history and remember what happened here, which is, according to Wiesel and countless others, “a
lesson not about the past only, but also about the present.” Let us capitalize on this moment to pledge
our ongoing commitment to learn from history, raise our voices against injustice, and harness our power
to disrupt the forces that continue to prey upon members of our communities.

On behalf of the VAI Board, we invite you to join us as we Remember, Honor, and Act. We welcome your
thoughts and ideas. We welcome your energy. We hope you will nominate for the 2022 Salem Award for
Human Rights and Social Justice, join one of our committees or talk to us about becoming a board
member. Help us fulfill our mission. We thank you for what we are about to accomplish together.

VAI is currently seeking a treasurer for a three-year term. Responsibilities include keeping full and
accurate track of accounts, monitoring donations, interfacing with the City of Salem and other
community partners, and more. Reach out to one of our current VAI Board members or email us at
voices1692@gmail.com for more information.
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Thank you, VAI Contributors. Where Past and Present Meet:
Recognizing VAI’s Former and Current Board Members

Patricia Fae Ho currently serves as a
Co-Chair of the Voices Against Injustice
Board. Raised in Hawaii with a large
extended family and in a multiculturally
diverse community, Patricia understood at
an early age the value of inclusion and
acceptance.

After earning degrees from University of
California, Berkeley and Oregon State
University, Patricia traveled throughout the
United States through her career
coordinating a gifted
education/enrichment program in New
York public schools and directing a
teacher resource center. After moving to
Portsmouth in England, Patricia taught
English language learners at Highbury
College. Her engagement with students
from different cultures deepened her
appreciation of diversity, individual identity,
and worth, as well as her respect for
others’ cultural values. Patricia has a
particular interest in addressing women’s
issues. In both her education and
profession, Patricia saw the institutional
and cultural biases that created barriers to
equitable education, health care, jobs, and
economic security for women.

For years, she has served on boards of
organizations that advance equity for
women and facilitate avenues for
education and self-sufficiency as a means
of addressing intersectional inequities in
gender, income, racial identity. Currently,
Patricia serves as Board Chair of
Wellspring House, Inc., an organization
based in Gloucester that envisions "a just
society where every member of the
community thrives –through stable
housing, education, job training, and
career readiness." Patricia has also served
on the boards of The House of the Seven
Gables, Health Quarters, HAWC Healing
Abuse Working for Change, the Peabody
Essex Museum, the national American
Association of University Women and
North Shore United Way.

Of serving on the VAI Board, Patricia says,
“The mission of Voices Against Injustice
relates the injustices of the Salem Witch
Trials to present day inequalities
oppressing marginalized individuals and
groups. The Salem Witch Trials Memorial
and the Salem Award for Human Rights
and Social Justice represent the courage
of individuals who speak up against hatred
and discrimination. I love working with our
multi-talented board members and
supporters of VAI. Like its founders, these
dedicated individuals commit their time
and energy toward the noble work of this
volunteer organization.”

Thank you, Patricia, for your thoughtful
leadership as Co-Chair of Voices Against
Injustice!
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Don White has an eclectic background in
education, business, marketing, and
entrepreneurship. A former Voices Against
Injustice board member, Don played an
invaluable role in helping VAI reframe and
focus its mission. Don is currently supporting
VAI by facilitating internship opportunities
for Salem State business students to
develop and grow VAI’s marketing
strategies.

Don began his career teaching English and
history and coaching football and baseball.
Although he loved teaching, Don decided
to make a career change and pursue an
MBA in Finance and Marketing at
Columbia University. After graduating, he
spent several years working in mergers
and acquisitions on Wall Street. He later
transitioned into marketing and spent most
of his career building marketing
companies from the ground up. When Don
retired, he felt inspired to return to his
teaching roots. He was offered a position
teaching marketing in the Bertolon School
of Business at Salem State University
where he now also serves as Director of
Student Success.

As an academic administrator, Don is
attentive to educational disparities tied to
social class and the consequences of
student debt on economically
disadvantaged students. With three
daughters, Don is also interested in social
justice issues that affect women. In his role
at Salem State, Don has an opportunity to
help students grow by identifying both
academic and professional opportunities
that will prepare them for their future
careers.

Don’s involvement with Voices Against
Injustice began when the organization was
still known as the Salem Award
Foundation. He was approached by Salem
State’s former President Patricia Maguire
Meservey, who served on the Salem
Award Foundation’s Advisory Board, about
utilizing his marketing background to help
the organization explore the possibility of a
name change. With several board
members and students, Don embarked on
research to learn more about the
organization’s name recognition and
reputation in the community. Their work
gave birth to the rebranding Voices
Against Injustice.

Don’s excitement about the organization,
along with his expertise in research,
marketing, and storytelling, led to an
invitation to serve on the VAI Board. During
his tenure, Don was committed to
continuing the focus on social justice
beyond Salem while retaining the rich
history of how the Memorial and the
Award came to be. Of serving on the VAI
Board, Don shared, “My three years on the
board were very inspiring and rewarding. It
was an experience that opened my eyes
about Salem, its history, and the lessons of
the Salem Witch Trials. I’m very thankful I
had the opportunity to contribute and to
meet and work with so many passionate
and talented people.”

Thank you, Don, for past contributions and
for continued support of Voices Against
Injustice!
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REMEMBER

The Salem Witch Trials Memorial: A Space for Meaningful Reflection

VAI maintains the Salem Witch Trials
Memorial located next to the Burying Point
Cemetery on Charter Street in Salem. We
accomplish this in partnership with the City
of Salem and the Peabody Essex Museum
with the goal of using the lessons learned in
1692 to inspire action for social justice
today. VAI is grateful that so many
community members and visitors to our city
have an opportunity to learn about the
events of 1692.

We want to ensure the Memorial itself
remains a space for quiet reflection free
from loud or destructive behavior. For that
reason, memorial guests are encouraged to:
stay on the established path through the
memorial; sit on the benches; take
photographs; leave flowers or stones on the
benches in remembrance, and remove any
foil, plastic, or other non-biodegradable

materials. While in this space, Memorial
guests should not climb or sit on the walls,
stand on the benches, block the entrance or
paths; eat, drink, smoke, or vape; use
mobile phones for purposes other than
photography; or light candles or leave
candles behind.

Share your experience.

When did you last visit the memorial?
How does the Salem Witch Trials Memorial
engage and inspire you? What ideas or
memories does the Memorial invoke for
you? How do the Memorial and the lessons
of the Salem Witch Trials encourage you to
act for social justice? Please let us know at
voices1692@gmail.com
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HONOR

2022 will be the 30th anniversary of the Salem Award for Human Rights
and Social Justice. Which of these award winners do you recognize?
Which of these award winners inspires you? How do they inspire you? Were you at the Awards
event? Do you follow  their organization’s work? For a complete list of previous award winners,
go to our website. To share your thoughts, email us at voices1692@gmail.com

Update on 2021 Salem Award for Human Rights and Social Justice
Cosecha Massachusetts

Cosecha MA continues the work to organize and to stand up for dignity and respect for the immigrant
community, to fight for access to drivers licenses in MA and to drive without fear. While the Work and
Family Mobility Act (H.3456/S2289) is currently stalled in the Joint Committee of Transportation, Cosecha
MA, immigrant communities and allies together, continue to build public pressure with marches planned
in Mattapoisett and East Boston over the next few weeks. Cosecha MA continues to reach those in the
community in need and distribute mutual aid. Meanwhile, Cosecha MA also stands with the circles of
Movimiento Cosecha across the country in the ongoing struggle for permanent protection for all
undocumented immigrants. For more information: www.lahuelga.com
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HONOR by nominating for the 2022 Awards

Voices Against Injustice strives to fulfill the HONOR aspect of our mission through the Salem
Award and the Rising Leader Award, awards that are selected from nominations submitted by
community members like you.

Salem Award for Human Rights and Social Justice
Each year, Voices Against Injustice recognizes and honors an individual or organization
speaking out and taking action to confront discrimination and stand up for human rights. In
recognizing them, we publicly celebrate the significance and impact of their deep and
meaningful work. They embody the integrity and courage of those who dared to support the
individuals accused of witchcraft and persecuted, jailed and executed in 1692.

We encourage you to nominate an individual or organization deserving of recognition as
evidenced by their:

● Commitment to confronting injustice
● Courage in the face of bigotry and discrimination, and
● Action taken to advance the causes of human rights and social justice.

You have a say on who is considered this year for the award! By nominating an organization or
individual whose work inspires you, you can help advance their mission, and in turn help us
advance ours as we endeavor to honor and support those who are making a difference.

Rising Leader Award
Today’s social justice heros were once aspiring youth. With this in mind, each year Voices
Against Injustice recognizes students in our community who exhibit deep interest and
commitment to the cause of Human Rights and Social Justice through service and advocacy.
This award is very meaningful to students who receive it. Students have reported how powerful
it is to have adults and leaders in their community not only recognize their work but to stand with
them in support of the issues that they value.

While nominations for the Rising Leader Awards often come from the schools the students
attend, they can also come from a community member or organization who has observed the
student's work and its impact on the community. Recipients receive a $500 scholarship. Help us
encourage our young leaders by submitting a nomination for the Rising Leader Award.

Visit our website at https://voicesagainstinjustice.org to learn how to submit a
nomination and to download a nomination form for either the Salem Award or the Rising
Leader Award.
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ACT: Thank you, Teachers

To celebrate the beginning of the school year and the incredible teachers and administrators
who, even in the face of enormous adversity, make it happen again and again, we are shining a
spotlight on education in this newsletter.

In 2021, Miles Meth nominated Cosecha Massachusetts for the Salem Award for Human Rights
and Social Justice. His recent blog post, “Thank a Teacher” honored his high school Spanish
teacher and inspired us to answer the question: what teacher made an impact on our lives?

While I didn’t realize it at the time, there was a marvelously transgressive ethos not only to her
style and technique of teaching, but the content too. We were quizzed on the geography and
culture of Latin America. This meant we all knew every capital in Central and South America, and
we were made to know that the main languages in Brazil, Suriname, Guyana, and French Guiana
are not Spanish. There was no glorifying of Cortéz or other conquistadors--we understood that
colonizers from Europe came and slaughtered indigenous people of the Americas and that is why
English, French, Portuguese, and Spanish are spoken throughout. Moreover we learned about
the differences between arepas and empanadas and Mexican Spanish and Castellano—all of this
was integrated into our regular vocab and grammar work as well. It sounds small, but it helped
disrupt the everyday, racist flattening of the very distinct cultures across Central and South
America...

[Many] seemingly disparate moments of connection, learning, and growth can ultimately be
sourced to the foundation of, not only skills I developed, but love for language and learning that I
received from being in class with Ms. M. If you have a teacher like this in your life, consider
sending them a note. We owe them so much.

To read the blog in its entirety, click here: blog post.

Which Teacher Has Had a Lasting Impact on Your Life?

When you think of your experiences in school, who are the teachers who left an impression?
Whose wisdom or kindness or love or spirit made a mark?

We asked members of the VAI Board to share their responses, and we want to know what
teacher had a lasting impact on you, and why. We will share some of your responses and our
responses in our next issue. Please send responses to voices1692@gmail.com
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BOOK REVIEW
Salem Reads!

In recognition of Hispanic/Latinx Heritage Month, which begins September 15, this quarter’s
book review focuses on a powerful and popular favorite, The Poet X. Author Elizabeth Acevedo
is a New York Times bestselling author of With The Fire On High (2019), and Clap When You
Land (2020). In addition to winning the 2018 National Book Award for Young People’s Literature,
Acevedo earned the Printz Award for Excellence in Young Adult Fiction, the CILIP Carnegie
Medal, and the Boston Globe-Horn Book Award. In 2019, she was honored with the Pure Belpré
Author Award for celebrating, affirming, and portraying Latinx culture and experience.

The Poet X is one of those novels that opens up doors and lets the light shine in. Acevedo 1)
brings us into Dominican Harlem, 2) introduces a strong, verbal, deep, angry teenage
protagonist whose internal conflict is splitting her apart, 3) stays inside that one character, going
deeper and deeper with every page, straight through to the end.

Xiomara is a “big-body” sophomore in high school who has, until now, received way too much
unwanted attention from the men and boys in the neighborhood and at school. Raised in a strict
Catholic household by an angry and fearful Mami and silent Papi, “X” has learned that lust is
bad and church comes before everything else. She’s also learned how to do two things very
well: fight to protect herself, and write to access and understand her feelings. She also learns
how to care about a boy and then, God forbid, kiss him. When the three fundamentals of her
teenage life--church, art, and love--meet, the explosion blows X’s world to smithereens. But
that’s just the beginning.

There’s so much more to this book: friendship, LGBTQ+ relationships, education, poverty, and
more. Characters are multi-dimensional. There’s a supportive priest and a committed teacher.
There’s an opposite friend and a loving twin (named Twin). There is Spanish dialogue and
poetry. There is harassment at the lockers and in the lunchroom. There is fear and support.
Mistakes. A midnight subway ride. Nikki Minaj. Written in verse, the pages flip too quickly and
it’s all over much too soon.

Other Books in Celebration of HIspanic/Latinx Heritage Month
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ACT
VAI Hosts Quarterly Regional Meetings

Each quarter, a group of representatives from a variety of organizations around Salem meet to
discuss and collaborate on events and undertakings in the area. These meetings provide an
opportunity for organizations with social justice-related programming to network and stay
apprised of the many ways in which the people in and around the North Shore are working to
create social change. Please let us know if you can join us in December at 8:00 AM, or if you
have an event coming up that you’d like us to include in our next newsletter, coming out in
December, 2021.

To date, participants in this network in 2021 have included:

● The Bridge at 211 (www.thebridge211.org)
● Destination Salem (https://www.salem.org/ )
● Hamilton Hall (www.hamiltonhall.org)
● Heathmere Center for Cultural Engagement (https://heathmere.org/ )
● Historic New England (https://www.historicnewengland.org/ )
● History Alive, Inc. (https://www.historyalivesalem.com)
● The House of the Seven Gables (http://7gables.org) http://7gables.org/event-calendar/
● Salem No Place for Hate (Salem.com or https://www.facebook.com/SalemNoPlaceforHate)
● The North Shore Community Development Coalition (http://northshorecdc.org/)
● Peabody Essex Museum (https://www.pem.org/ )
● Salem Film Fest (https://www.salemfilmfest.com/ )
● Salem for All Ages (https://salemforallages.org) and their resource guide here.
● Salem Recycles (http://www.greensalem.com/ )   (https://www.facebook.com/SalemRecycles/ )
● Salem State Writers Series www.salemstate.edu/arts
● Samaritans (https://thesamaritansociety.org/ )
● Voices Against Injustice (https://voicesagainstinjustice.org)

Please visit these organization’s websites to learn more and join one of these upcoming events:

● September 15 - October 15  Hispanic Heritage Month http://7gables.org/event-calendar/
● September 21  7:00 PM Speaker Series begins (https://salemforallages.org)
● September 22, 5PM on Zoom  “Salem Remembers: Connecting Past and Present”
● September 26 - November 13 “Cry Innocent” (https://www.historyalivesalem.com)
● October 5 5:30  Salem No Place for Hate
● October 14 7:30 PM Salem State Writers Series: Ernesto Quiñonez, www.salemstate.edu/arts
● TBA: Voices Against Injustice hosts panel discussions on art and activism, moderated by

Siddhartha Shah and Doneeca Thurston.
________________________________________________________________
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