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Your Company’s Story Deserves to be Told!
The European-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Cincinnati is 
excited to continue its partnership with Cincy & Ohio Business Magazines 
to produce the 2nd edition of Global Cincy, an exciting publication and 
digital platform dedicated to sharing the stories of growing businesses 
and communities interested in developing global relationships within the 
Tristate region. 

Focusing on local economic development with global ties, Global 
Cincy tells the story of Tristate businesses expanding their reach in the 
international arena and shares best practices from corporate leaders that 
have succeeded in their endeavors. Global Cincy is designed to showcase 
our area’s extraordinary and diverse international footprint.

The digital platform will act as an additional marketing tool for site 
selection professionals. Tell your story in Global Cincy to amplify 
your mission and connect with over 30,000 readers of Cincy and Ohio 

• Great Visibility and Exposure – The publication will be mailed to 
local business association members, and businesses throughout the 
area. It will be packaged within an issue of Cincy Magazine and Ohio 
Business Magazine for advertisers to reach affluent buyers across Ohio 
and the Tristate.

• Extra Distribution with additional copies available at the EACC events.

• Online Flipbook hosted on Cincy and Ohio Business Magazines 
websites and social media, available at all times.

• A dedicated email with a link to the publication will be sent to the 
13,000+ Cincy Magazine opt-in subscribers. It will also be sent to 
10,000 site selection professionals globally.

• Share your story with this exclusive offer for advertisers to receive a 
full page story write-up, written by Cincy Magazine writers. This will 
run within Global Cincy both in print and digitally!
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As the region’s only non-profit, mission-driven man-

ufacturing consulting firm, TechSolve is dedicated to 

helping Ohio manufacturers thrive. We provide 

seasoned mentoring, guidance, and hands-on support 

to tackle even the toughest challenges. Our team has 

faced it all, and we know what it takes to succeed in 

this industry. Whatever your needs, TechSolve will 

find a way to get it done.

Learn moretechsolve.org

Achieve More with Less Stress
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W hen Samantha Wagner began 
working with Foreign Trade 

Zones (FTZs) in 2005, she 

had no idea that the program would 

end up saving her company, Festo 

Corporation, up to six figures annually 

on import costs. Though she started 

working with FTZs in 2005, she took 

over responsibility for the company’s 

program in 2010.Fast forward 14 years, and Wagner 

is not only st i l l in charge of FTZ 

operations for Festo, but she also 

serves as the president of the board for 

Foreign Trade Zone 46, which covers 

five counties in Southwest Ohio, and 

Foreign Trade Zone 47, spanning three 

counties in Northern Kentucky.
The Foreign Trade Zones in Greater 

Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky, FTZs 

46 and 47, were established in 1979 to 

stimulate economic growth and enhance 

the region’s global competitiveness. 

These zones aim to attract, retain 

and expand businesses engaged in 

i nter nat iona l t rade by prov id i ng 

substantial savings on the import and 

export of goods and materials.
“FTZs represent a designated area 

within the United States where goods, 

whether domestically sourced or 

imported, are treated as though they 

are outside the U.S. market for Customs 

purposes,” explains Wagner. “This 

special status exempts goods in FTZs 

from tariffs and certain taxes, offering 

significant financial benefits to U.S. 

companies involved in global trade.”
A COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAM 

FOR BUSINESS GROWTH
W hile reduced customs dut ies 

a re one of t he most wel l-k now n 

advantages of FTZs, Wagner highlights 

a broader range of benefits. “FTZs 

can lower operat iona l costs and 

enhance competitiveness, streamline 

supply chains by offering flexibility in 

managing duty-paid and duty-deferred 

inventory, and promote job creation 

and economic development through 

business attraction and retention.”

She adds that FTZs are particularly 

a pp e a l i n g  t o  b ot h  f or e i g n  a nd 

domestic investors, as they foster 

increased capital inflow and economic 

activity within the zones. Companies 

from a variety of sectors, including 

manufacturing, logistics, warehousing 

and distribution, often take advantage 

of these zones.Currently, FTZ 46 and 47 host 15 

active FTZ sites, with more expected 

to join in early 2025. Wagner, who 

also heads trade compliance at Festo, 

notes that their regional service center 

in Mason spans over 200,000 square 

feet and houses logistics, production, 

purchasing and engineering operations.

“Our Mason facility is designated as 

a usage-driven site,” Wagner explains. 

“A usage-driven or subzone site is 

designated for a specific company 

or user, while magnet sites, typically 

located in industrial parks or large 

warehouses, allow multiple users.”A PROGRAM ROOTED IN HISTORY

The U.S. government established the 

FTZ program in the 1930s to facilitate 

international trade and enhance the 

global competitiveness of U.S.-based 

companies. In Greater Cincinnati and 

Northern Kentucky, the mission of 

FTZ 46 and 47 is to catalyze regional 

economic growth by promoting the 

program’s benefits.The ideal candidates for the FTZ 

program are companies that both 

import and export. “The best scenario 

is for companies that do both,” says 

Wagner. “You get the benefit of not 

paying duties when goods first enter 

the zone, and if you export them from 

the zone under certain conditions, you 

don’t have to pay duties at all.”
Another advantage of the FTZ program 

is improved inventory control. Companies 

participating in the program must meet 

government reporting responsibilities to 

maintain their standing. 
“There’s a requirement to closely 

track inventory through an automated 

system,” Wagner says. “This can 

increase competitiveness, as efficient 

product movement and just-in-time 

inventory procedures can result in 

substantial savings.”Wa g n e r  a l s o  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t 

businesses operating within an FTZ 

are better positioned to weather supply 

chain disruptions or slowdowns caused 

by strikes or other labor issues.
While there are costs associated with 

using an FTZ, such as application and 

annual fees, Wagner emphasizes that 

the savings far outweigh the expenses. 

For companies interested in joining, 

the application process begins by 

contacting the local zone grantee or 

administrator. More information is 

available at gcftz.com. ■

A Gateway to Global 
Competitiveness 

GREATER CINCINNATI AND NORTHERN KENTUCKY 

FOREIGN TRADE ZONES DRIVE INTERNATIONAL TRADE 

AND ECONOMIC GROWTH.                      By David Holthaus


