
The IFP Embraces a New Chapter!
The  not-for-profit  and  all-volunteer  organization  International  Federation  of  Pickleball
(IFP) eyes an inclusive future with a new leadership team who  desire to continue its
strong international relationships. The team is prepared to correct mistakes of the past
administration by  pursuing  better  communication  that  will  provide  all  parties  with  an
opportunity to have more input and seek pragmatic solutions  to uplift our international
pickleball community.

In February 2022, two IFP Board members (whose terms were expiring) attempted to
take over the International Federation of Pickleball (IFP) by secretly circulating a “No
Confidence” letter, containing biased and unsubstantiated claims, against the IFP and
its  President.  The  letter  was  sent  to  IFP  Program Directors  and  member  country
recipients seeking their support. This action circumvented the IFP bylaws, executive
process,  and  this  group  of  individuals  ignored  input  from  other  Board  members.
Furthermore, the individuals illegally seized, and used the IFP website, email system,
email  distribution  system,  domain  name,  and  social  media,  thereby,  temporarily
paralyzing  the  IFP from responding  to  false  accusations,  for  several  weeks.  Upon
proving rightful ownership of these systems, the IFP has regained control and hereby,
acknowledges, in  this  writing,  the  harmful  effects  of  these  individuals  and  their
unethical behavior. The accusations made in the “No Confidence” letter of February
14th, 2022, were unfounded and untrue. 

Unfortunately, this small individual group managed to persuade member countries from
attending a scheduled Annual General Meeting (AGM), where the accusations could
have been discussed and dispelled.  Additionally,  some member countries withdrew
their IFP membership based on false and misleading information provided by these
individuals and USA Pickleball.

Furthermore, the USA Pickleball (USAP) organization escalated the situation in a letter
demanding  that  the  President  of  the  IFP  resign.  There  was  no  opportunity  for
discussion and letters responding to the USAP were not answered. The IFP is still
willing and open to a discussion to resolve any issues, but to date there has been no
reply from the USAP. 

Nonetheless, the IFP is moving forward with its goal to grow pickleball throughout the
world by restructuring its Board and taking strategic steps to build trusting international
partnerships.  As announced  during  the  AGM,  the  IFP  is  adding  staff  and  making
several expansive changes to accommodate its growth. 



This includes:
a)  Expanding the Executive Board from 5 to 7 members.
b)  Adding a country member Advisory Board (10 positions plus a chairperson).
c) Opening/filling Program Director positions (currently all USA), through an application
process, with applicants drawn from all member countries.
d)   Appointing  a  committee  made  of  member  countries  to  review the  current  IFP
bylaws  and  constitution  and  provide  recommendations  for  changes  that  will
accommodate the organizations international growth. 
The above actions will be conducted through an open application process open to all
member countries. Any member country that would like to re-activate their membership
(to its prior level) is welcome to do so. Once re-activated, those member countries will
become eligible to send applications for the above-mentioned positions. 
Please contact; countrymembers@ifpickleball.org if you wish to re-activate your country
membership or with your questions/comments.

Sincerely,
International Federation of Pickleball, Board of Directors [2022-2023]

Pat Murphy, President (USA) 
Sunil Valavalkar, Vice-President (India)
David Jordan, Treasurer (USA)
Karen Long, Secretary (USA)
Steffi Pace, At-Large (Malta)
Tanyat Pham, At-Large (Vietnam/USA)
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