Betelehemu 3
(Nigerian Christmas Song)
For Four-Part Chorus of Mixed Volces Nigerian Carol

and Drums (ad lib)  vja Olatunji and Wendell Whalum
Arranged by Barrington Brooks
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GUIDE FOR SINGERS OF THE YORUBA TEXT

Aa as in HARD

shouldbepwmlﬂmd
should be pronounced Aa asinHATE
houldbepronounced ~ Ee  asinFELP

should be pronounced Ii asinHEEL‘

should bepronounced ~ Oo a8 in GO

shouldbepronounced ~ Oo  as in BORN

should bepronounced OO 00 a5 in BOOK

slmldbepm\oumed SHsh asinSHE

stmldbeproummed GBgb as in Bow to rhyme with go.
Lips together with open throat,
but sound to be limited without
lip movement.

shouldbepronounced  Pp as inWee Lips together with
closed throat and teeth, but
sound to be limited without lip
movement. (sound explosive)

“Betelehemu” Translation

We are glad that we have a Father to trust.

We are glad that we have a Father to rely upon.
Where was Jesus born?

Where was He born?

Bethlehem, the city of wonder.

That it where the Father was born for sure.

Praise, praise, praise be to Him.

We thank Thee, we thank Thee, we thank Thee for this day,

Gracious Father.

Praise, praise, praise be to Thee,

Merciful Father.
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