
LETTER FROM CONGRESSMAN ADAM SMITH

Small businesses are undoubtedly the backbone of our 
country’s economy. In Congress, I am a strong advocate for 
small businesses in Washington’s 9th District, the state, and 
across the country. I know how important small businesses are 
  —they create good-paying jobs and are fundamental parts of 
our local communities.

As we continue to recover from the COVID-19 pandemic, small 
businesses will be vital to our recovery. It is crucial that we 
help small businesses get back on their feet. 

Inside are resources for small businesses that are just starting 
out, looking to expand, or still struggling from the impacts 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as answers to frequently 
asked questions about how federal resources can support 
small businesses. My office can also help connect you to the 
appropriate agency or resource, and answer questions you 
may have. Please do not hesitate to reach out to my office if 
you are in need of assistance.

I also encourage you to visit my website to share your 
comments or concerns with me or to learn more about how  
I may be of service to you.

              Sincerely,

District Office
101 Evergreen Building
15 S. Grady Way
Renton, WA 98057
 (425) 793-5180
Toll free: (888) SMITH09

Washington DC Office
2264 Rayburn Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
 (202) 225-8901

CONTACT ME

 @RepAdamSmith

 @RepAdamSmith

 AdamSmith.house.gov

  /RepAdamSmith

CONNECTING LOCAL BUSINESSES 
TO FEDERAL RESOURCES

https://adamsmith.house.gov/
https://twitter.com/RepAdamSmith
https://www.instagram.com/repadamsmith/
https://adamsmith.house.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/RepAdamSmith


FEDERAL RESOURCES

If you are a small business owner in need of assistance, there 
are several organizations that support your work. Below is a list 
of agencies and resources that my office most commonly refers 
small businesses to, and with whom we work frequently.

Seattle Office of Economic  
Development (OED)

  www.seattle.gov/office-of-economic-development 

	(206) 684-8090

  oed@seattle.gov

Small Business Administration (SBA) 

  www.sba.gov

	Seattle Office: (206) 553-7310

  Seattle Office: infosdo@sba.gov 

  Local Assistance Locator

  COVID-19 Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL)

  Federal Contracting Information

Washington State  
Department of Commerce

 www.commerce.wa.gov

	Seattle Office: (206) 256-6100

  Small Business Flex Fund

U.S. Department of Commerce  
Minority Business Development  
Agency (MBDA)

  mbda-tacoma.com

	Tacoma Office: (253) 591-5239

  Tacoma Office: MBDA@cityoftacoma.org 

Washington Small Business  
Development Center (SBDC)

  wsbdc.org

	(833) 492-7232

  washington@wsbdc.org 



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Many federal COVID-19 relief programs have ended 
but my business is still struggling to recover from the 
financial impacts of the pandemic, what should I do?
Below are some helpful resources for businesses that are  
still recovering:

The Small Business Flex Fund is a new loan program  
offered by the Washington State Department of Commerce. 
This low-interest loan is available to small businesses that  
have been affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.

StartUp Washington through the Washington State 
Department of Commerce offers COVID-19 small business 
resources. 

The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) created 
the COVID-19 Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) 
to support small businesses’ recovery from the COVID-19 
economic impacts by providing accessible and borrower-
friendly capital. COVID-19 EIDL is no longer accepting new 
applications but will continue to accept requests for increases, 
reconsideration, and appeals.

What is Congressman Smith doing to continue  
to support small businesses during the  
COVID-19 pandemic?

I am an advocate for additional funding for the Restaurant 
Revitalization Fund (RRF), established by the passage of the 
American Rescue Plan, which provides emergency assistance 
for eligible restaurants, bars, and other qualifying businesses 
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. I will continue to work in 
Congress to ensure that grant and loan programs supporting 
small businesses are replenished as needed. 

I am a proponent of reinstating the Employee Retention Tax 
Credit at least for the final quarter of 2021, an important tax 
credit to encourage businesses to keep employees on payroll.

I strongly support President Biden’s Build Back Better Act, 
which includes investments for small businesses and funding 
to support worker needs such as child care.

I am working to increase federal contracting opportunities for 
small businesses. President Biden recently signed into law 
several provisions that I helped secure as part of the national 
defense authorization bill that will help address issues facing 
smaller businesses seeking contracting and procurement 
opportunities with the federal government. 

https://smallbusinessflexfund.org
http://startup.choosewashingtonstate.com/links/crisis/covid-19-resources/
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/covid-19-relief-options/eidl/covid-19-eidl
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/covid-19-relief-options/restaurant-revitalization-fund
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/covid-19-relief-options/restaurant-revitalization-fund
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Where can I find advice for starting or growing my 
small business?
Below are some helpful resources for individuals who are 
looking to start or grow their small business:

 U.S. Small Business Administration

 Washington Small Business Development Center

 Washington State Department of Commerce  
 Small Business Resiliency Network 

How do I go about finding and securing federal 
grants for my small business?
My office hosts an annual workshop focused on securing 
federal grants for small businesses. To view our most recent 
grants workshop, visit the Grants Information page on my 
website. You should also visit Grants.gov to find and apply for 
federal funding opportunities.  

How do I become a federal contractor? 
To become a federal contractor, you must register your  
business in the federal government’s System for Award 
Management (SAM). For more information, you can reach out  
to the SBA Seattle District Office.

For additional small business questions, please 
contact my District Office.

Congressman Adam Smith represents the 9th District of 
Washington State, serving parts of King and Pierce Counties 
including Seattle, Bellevue, and Tacoma. Congressman 
Smith has served in Congress since 1996. His top priorities 
in Congress include addressing the existential threat of 
our time—climate change—while creating equal economic 
opportunity for all by ensuring that all Americans have access 
to high-quality education and job-training opportunities, 
and access to affordable health care. Congressman Smith 
is also a champion of building a stronger transportation 
infrastructure, supporting social programs that help 
struggling families, and defending the civil rights of every 
American. As a senior member of Democratic Leadership in 
the House, Congressman Smith also serves as Chairman of 
the House Armed Services Committee, where he is a strong 
advocate for our military personnel and their families.

https://www.sba.gov/
https://wsbdc.org/
https://commercegrants.com/small-business-resiliency-assistance/
https://commercegrants.com/small-business-resiliency-assistance/
https://adamsmith.house.gov/2021-federal-grants-workshop-series
https://www.grants.gov/
https://sam.gov/content/home
https://sam.gov/content/home
https://www.sba.gov/offices/district/wa/seattle

