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Over 2.8 million veterans have returned home from the Middle East since 2001, and many more 

have been involved in other conflicts in our nation’s history, evidencing that the United States 

clearly has a substantial veteran population; in Peachtree Corners alone there are over 300 

known Veterans. Why is it, then, that when we see a veteran in public, we hesitate to say thank 

you?  

 

As civilians, it is impossible for us to understand what our veterans have experienced; what we 

can understand, however, is the magnitude of what they have risked. They do what they do 

because they believe this nation is worth protecting; they believe that we are worth protecting. 

Our veterans have sacrificed their time and their lives to preserve what is important. Such a 

sacrifice at least warrants a thank you. 

 

Studies have shown that a veterans’ acceptance in their community truly dictates how they live 

their lives moving forward. If they feel accepted and supported, they will live their lives 

accordingly. If not, they feel as if their actions are unappreciated and unwanted. To show our 

appreciation and gratitude, we have to act to change the status quo. Something as simple as 

saying thank you when we see a veteran, or posting thank you notes in storefronts on Veterans 

Day can make all the difference. It is the little things that we do that amount to big change.  

 

For these reasons and more, I have chosen to make my Girl Scout Gold Award on the topic of 

veterans and how integral to our society they truly are. I implore you to make a difference any 

way you can, whether it is by donating to VA Hospitals, starting your own project to express 

appreciation, or by any other means. To any veterans reading this - thank you for your service 

and sacrifices.  

 

Submitted by Riley Stark, Girl Scout Troop 1923 

 

Note: Riley Stark, a Peachtree Corners resident, is working on her Girl Scout Gold Award. The 

award is the highest achievement within the Girl Scouts of the USA, earned by Senior and 

Ambassador Girl Scouts. To be eligible for the award the Girl Scout must be in 9th, 10th, 11th, 

or 12th grades. Riley is an 11th grade student at Norcross High School. 

https://www.va.gov/opa/vetsday/
https://www.va.gov/opa/vetsday/
http://www.peachtreecornersga.gov/
https://www.girlscouts.org/gogoldonline/

