
 

What are the Outdoor Watering Restrictions?  August 2016 

We have had a number of citizens inquire as to whether we are on any type of water restrictions and the 

answer to that is….yes.  Below you will find some frequently asked questions about outdoor water use 

and the answers from Gwinnett County Water Resources Department.  For the complete list of 

questions/answers and other water related information visit gwinnettcounty.com and click on the 

department link for “Water Resources.” 

 I heard I can water my yard every day. Is that true?  

Yes. As of December 1, 2010, state law allows residents in Georgia to water any day of the week, 

regardless of your address, but only between the hours of 4:00pm and 10:00am. 

 Are the rules the same for car washing and pressure washing?  

No, for outdoor water use not related to landscape irrigation, you may use water any time of the day, 

any day of the week. 

 What about the even/odd schedule based on my address? Does that still apply?  

No, the even/odd rules no longer apply during non-drought conditions. They are reinstated only when a 

Level Two Drought is declared by the State. 

 If I water landscaping with a hose instead of a sprinkler, can I only water before 10:00am or after 

4:00pm?  

No, hand watering with a shut-off nozzle is allowed any time of the day, any day of the week. 

 What if I put in new landscape? Do I have to water between 4:00pm and 10:00am?  

No, newly installed landscape is also exempt from the hourly restrictions for the first 30 days following 

installation. However, 4:00pm to 10:00am is still the most efficient time to water outdoors. During the 

heat of the day, sun and wind can cause up to 50 percent of the water to evaporate before it is 

absorbed by plants. 

 What about drip irrigation or soaker hoses?  

Drip irrigation is highly efficient and therefore it is exempt from the 4:00pm to 10:00am rule. It may be 

used any time, any day. 
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