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As I scroll down through this newsletter, I am encouraged by what I see.  In what 
continues to be a very unusual time, the City of Peachtree Corners continues to 
move ahead.  We have several new restaurants preparing to open, and another 
brewery on the way. I see Peachtree Corners companies unveiling new solutions 
and providing devices, connectivity and support to students and teachers.  

We are all glad to see the end of 2020 –the year like no other.  The labor market 
went through dramatic changes and the loss of jobs has been staggering. No one 
ever expected to see entire industries shut down. So far, more than 40 million 
unemployment claims have been filed, according to Brookings. We saw an 
unemployment rate of 14.7%--the highest since the Great Depression.  

Many of these jobs were in the hospitality industry. It seems our hotels and 
restaurants just can’t catch a break. But there are signs of hope and resilience as 
we learned more about the virus and adapted.  And eventually the jobs slowly 
started coming back. The undeniable catalyst for the recovery was the 2020 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security Act, which surely saved millions of 
businesses from bankruptcy.  

The Forum shopping center lost three retailers out of 60 during COVID-19: Gigi’s 
Cupcakes, Sweet Tuna and Francesca’s. On the flipside, two new stores opened at 
the Forum: Madison Reed and Cinnaholic. So, there is some good news but we are 
still not out of the woods. 

The Town Center lost Farmburger, but it gained Hoots, Buff City Soap, and Uncle 
Jacks is scheduled to open at the end of the month. Xfinity also opened. Playa 
Bowls, a fruity and healthy-looking concept, just signed a lease at the Town Center. 
It should be a crowd-pleaser on hot, concert days. 

 Although analysts say it will be until at least the third quarter for the business 
travel crowd to benefit from the vaccine and “hit the road” again, some of us are 
already starting to schedule vaccinations and vacations. The pent-up demand for 
an excursion will hopefully lead to a surge in leisure travelers when this is over 
which could help hotels and restaurants. 



I recently read that Crawford & Company shares have been climbing, which is 
great news! Another Peachtree Corners company, Stratix, has been working with 
school districts to provide devices and technology support, which is sure to be in 
strong demand. And NetPlanner Systems, Inc. recently got a contract to provide IT 
services to state agencies. 

Because this is uncharted territory, economists have struggled to determine what 
the recovery will look like. One thing is clear, when there is an increase in COVID-
19 cases, there is a decrease in job growth. Now that COVID cases are surging 
again in what some are calling the worst phase yet, it is important to keep 
following the safety protocol. There are new strains of the virus that are 
potentially more contagious. Things will get better, but only if we stay the course--
keep wearing masks, maintain a safe distance from others and start getting 
vaccinated. 

 

Stay Safe, 

Mayor Mike Mason 


