
 
 

From the Mayor’s Desk February, 2022 
 

As you drive through Technology Park and around the City, you may not 
realize the number of global companies in your midst. You see names that 
have become familiar to you because you drive by them every day, but you 
may not realize these companies are from Sweden, Germany, Japan, 
Australia or from any of the 16 countries represented in the city.  
 
For example, if we drive down Peachtree Corners Circle, we see the Swiss 
company Leica Geosystems.  The name Leica may be familiar to you. Years 
ago, war correspondents and other photojournalists relied on their solid Leica 
cameras to capture important images. Their cameras were so solid you could 
even use them as a weapon in hand-to-hand combat, if needed, or so I’ve 
been told. 
 
Leica cameras still exist, as does another division, Leica Geosystems, which 
is part of Hexagon. Leica Geosystems creates geospatial solutions for 
professionals in aerospace, defense, safety and security, construction, and 
manufacturing. They provide all kinds of imaging tools, GIS collectors, aerial 
mapping systems—precise and accurate instruments and sophisticated 
software. Earlier this year, Leica landed Hitachi as a big new account. Hitachi 
announced that they are fitting Leica Geosystems solutions into their Zaxis 
(heavy construction) excavators. Who would have guessed that those large 
earth movers would have precise, Swiss Technology from Leica inside? 
 
As we continue our drive to City Hall, we see Corus360 at 130 Technology 
Parkway. This is a computer facilities management company and IT 
solutions provider from Toronto, Canada. Corus360 works with leading-edge 
technologies such as Artificial Intelligence, Blockchain, and Cognitive 
Computing. There are 120 employees who work out of the Peachtree 
Corners office. Corus360 received strategic investments from Converge 
Technology Solutions Corp. in 2017, making it the first company to join the 
Converge family.  
 
Inside City Hall, on the top floor, there is Vallen, a leading distributor of 
materials and metalworking products for the aerospace, automotive, heavy 



equipment, marine, petrochemical, and transportation industries. Vallen’s 
parent company is in Paris, France.  Speaking of France, the  French-
American Chamber of Commerce-Atlanta moved its operations last year 
from Lenox Square to office space at Curiosity Lab in Peachtree Corners.  
 
Sidel, another French company, is located on Sun Court. Sidel is a leading 
provider of equipment, services and complete solutions for packaging liquids, 
foods, and home and personal care products. The company provides 
packaging systems for beer and wine, coffee and tea, dairy products, oil, and 
a host of other uses. Do you need a machine that will blow, fill and cap 
bottles? They’ve got it. 
 
In total, there are 34 international companies (with 25 or more employees) in 
Peachtree Corners from 16 different countries. They hire local people who 
live here, or close by, and who spend money at our stores, restaurants, and 
hotels. We know that free market capitalism, democracy, and international 
trade are all needed for economic growth.  
 
I expect we will see our international companies continue to grow despite 
some ups and downs in the market. Developments in artificial intelligence will 
further change how we live, just as self-driving cars will make a difference in 
how we move around. We are seeing a push to strengthen – through large 
state-funded projects – America's manufacturing, and we are seeing 
leadership in new technologies.  
 
Curiosity Lab, our city-funded autonomous vehicle testing laboratory, has a 
number of international partners like BOSCH, OVH Cloud, and Brodmann17. 
So, as time goes on, we value our entrepreneurs, retailers, corporations and 
international companies, as we position the city for success. 
 

 

Stay safe, Mike Mason, Mayor 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/french-american-chamber-of-commerce-atlanta-76919636/
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