
 

 

From the Mayor’s Desk       March 2018 

 

Finance Department Commended for its Excellent Budget Preparation 

In its short history, Peachtree Corners has already accumulated a number of awards including 

its innovative use of LIDAR to secure an inventory of the city’s assets, for its well-designed 

website, its commitment to being good stewards of the environment and other accolades. 

Its newest award comes from the Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA). I am 

particularly proud of the city’s latest honor which was awarded in recognition of its outstanding 

budget preparation. The award reflects the city’s commitment in meeting the highest principles 

of governmental budgeting. The honor also signifies our dedication in providing a transparent 

document that can be easily read and understood.   

I would also like to point out that not only is it the city’s first award from the GFOA, but it is the 

first time the city had submitted its expanded budget for consideration. Because of GFOA’s 

stringent criteria, not many cities can boast receiving the award the very first time it submitted 

its budget for consideration. 

While the city’s earlier budgets met the state’s requirements, the document could be difficult 

to follow and understand without guidance from city staff. To make the budget easy to read by 

everyone in the community, the city committed to creating an expanded budget. The new 

format, which the city presented in 2018, includes budget numbers, explanations, terms and 

other details about the budgeting process.  

It also includes strategic goals, fund descriptions and budget policies. The award represents a 

significant achievement by the City Finance Department and the City Manager’s office, both put 

a tremendous amount of work into the preparation of the city’s annual operating budget.  

To receive the award, GFOA required that the Finance Department satisfy nationally recognized 

guidelines for effective budget presentation in four categories and in the 14 mandatory criteria 

within those categories. The guidelines assess how well the Finance Department’s budget 



serves as a policy document, a financial plan, an operations guide, and a communications 

devise. 

The final budget is a 103-page document that provides an excellent communications tool which 

clearly explains the budget process. In contrast, the 2016-2017 budget consisted of 12 pages of 

line item expenditures with budget amount but no definitions.   

We’ve come a long way in just a few years and the city is proud to be able to present not only a 

balanced budget but provide full explanations on each expenditure. We are pleased to receive 

this important award as it represents our commitment to responsible and successful budgeting. 

 

Mayor Mike Mason 
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