
 
         February 2020 

 

Cybersecurity: Keeping Our City Safe 
Brandon Branham the city’s Chief Technology Officer, graduates 

nationally recognized cybersecurity program 
 

With the increasing number of local municipalities becoming victims of cybersecurity attacks, 

cities can no longer sit on the side lines hoping their technology infrastructure will hold up. 

Cities must be proactive in their approach to defending their organizations information and 

systems.  

Peachtree Corners, one of the world’s leading Smart Cities, understands the importance of 

cybersecurity and its affect on the future of smart city technologies. This is why Brandon 

Branham, the city’s Chief Technology Officer, recently went through a rigorous 12-week 

collaborative readiness program, led by Fortune 500 CISOs (Chief Information Security Officers) 

and peers who deliver their proven frameworks and insights on how to lead and secure a 

network and an organization – protecting data assets and the enterprise brand. This program 

coaches participants on what it means to think and act as a cybersecurity leader. The program 

was offered through the Professional Development Academy. 

When asked what the city is doing to protect itself against cybersecurity threats, Branham said: 

“Peachtree Corners is proactive in protecting the sensitive data of our residents and businesses. 

We use many of the standard tools necessary to ensure the city’s data and technology 

infrastructure is safe, whether that be through the use of firewalls, spam filters, threat 

intelligence services, anti-virus, and the like.  

“However, I want to point out something here, cities and companies around the world, can 

have some of the best tools and technology when it comes to protecting networks, but the 

biggest risk to any organization is still that eight inches between the keyboard and chair. We as 

the city can set up every piece of technology out there, but if one of our employees clicks on a 

link in an email that contains a virus or ransomware, an attacker just gained access to the city’s 

network and can cause significant damage. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smart_city
(https:/www.pdaleadership.com/index.php).


“This is why the city takes a proactive approach to training employees what to look for in 

phishing attempts and periodically run its own phishing tests. It’s imperative for organizations 

to continue to train their staff as attackers are getting more sophisticated with their phishing 

attempts.” 

When asked, what were some of the biggest takeaways from the program, he said: 

 “It was getting to learn from some of the greatest leaders in cyber security and gaining 

leadership development training from General Colin Powell on how to move an organization 

forward in the right direction.” 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colin_Powell

