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Growing successful teams is his business 
  

Many people know Richard Cope by the company he started in Peachtree Corners, NanoLumens, 
a company that designs and manufactures large-format digital LED displays with various sizes and 
curvatures. There is a large LED display at the Town Green created by NanoLumens. 
Cope, and his wife, Karen, have created and managed several companies in Peachtree Corners, 
including Enrev Corp., a battery software technology company, and Prime Point Media, a 
nationwide outdoor advertising company which was sold to a Canadian public company in 2006.  
Cope is known for creating high performing teams and caring for his employees. His latest 
endeavor is serving as Chief Executive Officer of KGM Technologies, which designs and 
manufactures systems and technologies used by front-line military and law enforcement. The 
company was recently honored as one of the “Georgia Fast 40,” by the Association for Corporate 
Growth (ACG), a global professional organization focused on middle-market growth, mergers and 
acquisitions, and private investment that honors the fastest growing middle-market companies in 
Georgia. To be eligible for the award, companies must have recent year-end revenues of at least 
$15 million. 
The founder of KGM, Kyle Grob, is the Chief Technical Officer, and has extensive experience in 
tool design, welding, advanced metallurgy and research and development. He graduated from 
Southern Polytechnic State University where he studied mechanical engineering. He partnered 
with Cope and business is going strong.  
KGM Technologies is a disabled veteran-owned innovation driven company focused on the 
cutting-edge technology and manufacturing. The company specializes in small arms suppressors, 
material surface and coating technologies, exotic materials, weapon systems, OEM 
manufacturing, and other related industries. KGM provides these systems to the military and law 
enforcement, although there is a consumer division as well.  KGM is now the largest 
manufacturer of suppressors in the country. 
The position is a natural fit for Cope, who became connected with Grob shortly after selling 
NanoLumens. Cope was assigned to the Defense Advanced Research Project Agency (DARPA), 
where his team helped develop the Stinger missile—a portable, infrared-homing, surface-to-air 
missile that can be brandished on one’s shoulder. It is used to take down enemy aircraft. Cope 
also served as combat commander in the U.S. Military in Special Operations under U.S. Army 
General Norman Schwarzkopf, so Cope is familiar with weaponry. 
KGM is special to Cope because he is working to make the lives of veterans better. There were 
problems with the previous suppressors, he said. And there was no funding for small arms 
research and development so no one was advancing the technology. Soldiers have suffered 
hearing loss which impacts quality of life. 
Approximately 1.3 million veterans receive monthly compensation for hearing loss. There is also a 



relationship between the larger weapons and traumatic brain injury in the form of palsies, 
dizziness, short-term memory and thinking problems. 
There was a hole in the market. The military, law enforcement and consumer markets were in 
need of equipment that did not exist.  
“There was a broken-up marketplace with no dominant player,” Cope said.  
With his physics and research background, he knew they could use fluid dynamics stoichiometry 
to make the suppressors perform better—meaning less flash, less sound, softer recoil. All of this 
makes the weapons safer to operate. 
If you have a sniper in a helicopter at night, for example, the enemy can see the flash of the rifle 
and fire a missile toward the flash to take down the whole helicopter.  Cope set up a lab and they 
began measuring every detail. They looked at flash and flame, accuracy, reducing recoil, gas 
emissions and sound. Snipers with the Federal Bureau of Investigation tested the products at 
night in the desert and found they were shooting better than before. Sold!  
With more than 30 years leading startups, and creating performance and operational turnaround 
within companies, Cope has built his career on the ability to solve critical business problems. He 
works to establish efficient, scalable frameworks, and drive profitability. He does so with an 
enthusiastic team of about 60 people, mostly veterans, who he enrolls in an educational personal 
finance course and offers tuition assistance.  
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