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Team Sports Example

A few years ago NSGA introduced a new measure to the sports industry. The measurement of Total Participation Points (TPPs) is a 
superior method of comparing segments of sports/activities (i.e. fitness, team sports, outdoor activities, etc.) over a period of time. 
The benefit of TPPs is it measures both the reach and the depth of participation. In other words, this measure not only takes into 
consideration the number of people participating within the segment (reach), but also the number of sports/activities each person is 
participating in (depth).

The following is a very basic example illustrating the advantage of utilizing Total Participation Points: 

Measure Year 1 Year 2 % Chg.

# of Participants 2 2 0%

TPPs 4 3 -25%

In the example above, Person B stopped participating in soccer during Year 2. If using the Number of Participants measure, then this 
person would still be considered a team sports participant since participation in baseball continued in Year 2. However, if using the 
TPP measure, then participation declined because Person B was involved in 1 team sport instead of 2. 

How does this impact you? Whether your organization is a retailer, manufacturer, wholesaler, or other entity, the TPP measurement 
provides a clearer view of opportunities gained or lost. In the example above, there were 4 opportunities for sales (2 sports each with 
Person A and Person B) in Year 1. The number of opportunities decreased to 3 in Year 2 with Person B dropping soccer. Therefore,
the total number of selling opportunities decreased by 25%. By just looking at the Number of Participants you would have assumed
the opportunities remained the same over the two years.
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