


Jacksonville Environmental Protection Board
Monday, April 20, 2026
MONTHLY MEETING SUMMARY
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Adam Hoyles, Chair
Guillermo Simon, P.E., Vice-Chair
Josh Gellers, Ph.D. 
Clint Noble, P.G. 
Steve Swann, P.E.
Sunil Joshi, M.D 



MEMBERS NOT PRESENT:

Margarete Vest, P.E.
Desiree Jones
Megan Ferer


STAFF/RESOURCES PRESENT:

James Richardson, JEPB Staff
Cherry Pollock, OGC
Terry Carr, EQD
Mike Williams, EQD


[bookmark: _Hlk66975304]VISITOR(s) PRESENT:

Omar Rodriguez - Haskell
Rachel Santana - JEA
 








CALL TO ORDER 							ADAM HOYLES
INTRODUCTIONS
Chair Hoyles called to order the monthly meeting of the Jacksonville Environmental Protection Board (JEPB) at 5:00 pm.  A quorum was established. 

CHAIRMANS REMARKS
None

[bookmark: _Hlk142294547]COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
· March 16, 2026 Monthly Board Meeting Summary

Terry Carr, EQD Water Branch Mgr., asked that the meeting summary be edited to correct that he was not in attendance during the March meeting.

A motion was made (Gellers) to approve the meeting summaries with edits, properly seconded (Simon) and approved by the body.

CONSENT ORDERS							JAMES RICHARDSON

[bookmark: _Hlk161127475][bookmark: _Hlk152841780]Air

· LLC, Moss & Associates LLC, [AP-26-03] at 0 Old Plank Road, Failure to adhere to set back distances for open burn piles; Failure to control the size of the open burn piles.

Corrective Actions:
Comprehensive compliance education regarding open burning regulations, coupled with a mandatory acknowledgement of these rules.  

Consent Order settlement fee: 
$2,300

Consent Order requirements:
Penalty payment only

A motion to approve the air consent order as presented was made (Joshi), properly seconded (Simon) and approved by the body.








· BAE Systems Jacksonville Ship Repair LLC, [NP-26-04] at 8500 Heckscher Dr., Causing, allowing, or permitting emission of sound to Class B receiving land in exceedance of noise limits.

Corrective Actions:
Implemented through utilizing the ECHO Barrier Temporary Noise Control system.

Consent Order settlement fee: 
$500

Consent Order requirements:
Penalty payment only

Dr. Gellers declared that he had a conflict as his employer has a contractual relationship with the company involved.

A motion to approve the air consent order as presented was made (Joshi), properly seconded (Simon) and approved by the body, with one recusal (Gellers).

Water

· [bookmark: _Hlk192798654]Lonestar Properties NC, Inc., Blackall Underground Construction LLC [ESC-25-12] at 75 Chaffee Road, Discharge of non-stormwater or turbid water to City municipal separate storm sewer system (“MS4”); Failure to comply with erosion and sediment control requirements.

Corrective Actions:
Establishing the best management practices to control erosion and sediment.

Consent Order settlement fee: 
$1,125

Consent Order requirements:
Penalty payment only

Dr. Gellers declared that he had a conflict as his employer has a contractual relationship with the company involved.

A motion to approve the air consent order as presented was made (Noble), properly seconded (Simon) and approved by the body, with one recusal (Gellers).

ENFORCEMENT REPORT 						MELISSA LONG
There were no questions or concerns.

[bookmark: _Hlk179811044]NEW BUSINESS
· Variance Extension Request - Haskell
Mr. Richardson shared a request from Haskell to extend their current variance through September 30, 2026.  The project has run into some timing issues and there have been no compliance issues.  The conditions of the variance will remain the same.

A motion to approve the variance request as recommended was made (Noble), properly seconded (Simon) and approved by the body.

OLD BUSINESS
· [bookmark: _Hlk197422382]None

[bookmark: _Hlk92377225]PRESENTATION(s)
· Septic Tank Vulnerability Assessment 

Tricia Kyzar and Ron Fick, UF Center for Coastal Solutions, presented information about the referenced project report they worked on. Members expressed appreciation for the work.  

PUBLIC HEARING(s)
· Rulemaking – JEPB Rule 1

Chair Hoyles called the hearing to order and Mr Richardson confirmed that the required public notice was made.  He shared that with the passage of recent legislation concerning derelict vessels, new duties were given to the Board to hold Administrative Hearings.  The process for these was added as a new section to JEPB Rule 1.  While the rule was opened, he also worked with the OGC to update various references to a new department and other minor scrivener changes.  He asked for Board approval of the changes as presented.

There being no public comment, a motion to approve the rule changes as presented was made (Simon), properly seconded (Gellers) and approved by the body.

The public hearing was closed.

· Rulemaking – JEPB Rule 2

Chair Hoyles called the hearing to order and Mr Richardson confirmed that the required public notice was made.  He shared that periodically, JEPB Rule 2 is updated to adopt federal and state references as required in the Specific Operating Agreement with FDEP.  While the rule was opened, he also worked with the OGC to update various references to a new department and other minor scrivener changes.  He asked for Board approval of the changes as presented.

There being no public comment, a motion to approve the rule changes as presented was made (Joshi), properly seconded (Gellers) and approved by the body.

The public hearing was closed.




· Rulemaking – JEPB Rule 4

Chair Hoyles called the hearing to order and Mr Richardson confirmed that the required public notice was made.  He shared that while various rules were opened, he also worked with the OGC to update various references to a new department and other minor scrivener changes.  He asked for Board approval of the changes as presented.

There being no public comment, a motion to approve the rule changes as presented was made (Simon), properly seconded (Noble) and approved by the body.

The public hearing was closed.

COMMISSION & JEPB COMMITTEE UPDATES
· Waterways Commission – Chair Hoyles shared that there was a presentation provided by the SJRK, that the river levels were low and salt levels had increased due to the ongoing drought conditions, and that the Duval County side of the George Crady Bridge was now closed.
· KJB Commission – No report.  
· JEPB Water Branch – Terry Carr discussed information from the Water Branch report and responded to member questions.  
· JEPB Air Branch – Mike Williams discussed information from the Air Branch report and responded to member questions.  

EPB ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 
Mr. Richardson shared items from his report distributed with the meeting packet.  

He was asked to contact SWCA to have them present to the JEPB about the Jacksonville Zoo Living Shoreline project.

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY DIVISION REPORT
None.

ITEMS REFERRED TO COMMITTEES
None

NEXT SCHEDULED BOARD MEETING(s) 
· JEPB Committee Meetings
I. JEPB Water Committee – TBD (possibly for JEPB Rule 3)
II. JEPB Air Committee – TBD
· JEPB Steering Committee – Monday, April 13, 2026, at 4:00 pm
· JEPB Monthly Meeting – Monday, April 20, 2026,, at 5:00 pm

The meeting was adjourned at 5:45 pm.  
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