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اللَّهُمَّ صَلِّ عَلَى مُحَمَّدٍ وآلِ مُحَمَّدٍ وعَجِّلْ فَرَجَهُمْ
Love of the World
Source: An Exposition on Forty Ahadith Narrated through the Prophet and

His Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.) - Ayatullah Sayyid Imam Ruhallah Musawi Khomeini
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
NAHJUHL BALAGHA
Amir al-mu'minin (‘a.s.) was seen in worn-out clothes with patches and when it was pointed out to him he said: 

With it the heart fears, the mind feels humble and the believers emulate it. Certainly, this world and the next are two enemies against each other and two paths in different directions. Whoever likes this world and loves it hates the next arid is its enemy. These two are like East and West. If the walker between them gets near to one, he gets farther from the other. 
After all, they are like two fellow-wives. 
====================================================================================
Paper No. 1

There are various interpretations of the terms ‘the world’ and ‘the Hereafter’ according to different views offered by mystics and scholars. Here, our objective is not to plunge into any involved discussion about hair-splitting definitions, an absorption, which keeps the wayfarer from proceeding towards his goal.

What is essential here is to understand the meaning of ‘the disapproved world’ (i.e. ‘the world’ in the sense in which it is necessary for the person seeking the Hereafter to shun it) and the factors that assist man and guide him on the path of salvation.
The world, which is approved, is that which one acquires in this earthly abode, this school, and this marketplace, where higher stations and lasting spiritual merits are exchanged for transitory goods and where arrangements are made for the abiding abode. These cannot be possibly acquired without entering this world, as has been stated by Amir al-Mu’minin Imam ‘Ali (‘a.s.), in one of his sermons delivered on hearing a person abuse ‘the world’:
Indeed this world is the abode of truth for him who appreciates its truthfulness, a place of safety for him who understands it, a mine of treasures for him who collects provisions from it [for the next world], and a house of instructions for him who draws lessons from it. It is the shrine of worship for those who love Allah, the house of prayer for His angels, the place where the revelations of Allah descend, and the marketplace for those devoted to Him. Herein they earn His mercy and herein they acquire Paradise by way of profit. 

That which is condemnable is the world of man himself in the sense of his absorption in the world of carnal nature and his attachment and love for it. That world is the source of all vices and all inward and outward sins.
As reported in al-Kafi, Imam al Sadiq (‘a.s.) said, “The love of the world is the source of all transgressions.” 

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a.s.’) said:.The example of the world is that of sea water; the more a thirsty person drinks from it, the thirstier he becomes until it kills him. 

To be continued next week, Insha’Allah
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