The numbers say it all: Indigenous leadership protects nature.

Indigenous communities represent less than 5 percent of the world’s population. And yet, they are stewards of nearly 40 percent of the world’s intact ecosystems and protect 80 percent of the global biodiversity.  
 
This isn't a coincidence. It's the result of generations of deep knowledge, careful stewardship, and an unbreakable connection to the land. When Indigenous Peoples have the right to govern their land, biodiversity increases and forests are protected. 
 
Today, on Indigenous Peoples’ Day, we're celebrating that leadership and the remarkable ways Indigenous communities are shaping the future of conservation: 
	Ensuring the Survival of Melipona Bees 



	In the Amazon, Indigenous women are helping protect Melipona bees from deforestation, pesticides, and climate change. Through Conservation International’s Amazonia Indigenous Women’s Fellowship Program, beekeepers are sharing traditional knowledge and strengthening their technical skills to help this ancient species survive. Launched in 2021, the fellowship equips Indigenous women across seven countries with tools, training, and funding to lead conservation efforts rooted in Indigenous knowledge.  



	Protecting an iconic African landscape 



	In Kenya’s Chyulu Hills, protecting and restoring forests is key to combating climate change and preventing the release of 580,000 metric tons of carbon emissions annually. Those same dense forests feed the springs and rivers that supply water for 7 million people. Conservation International is working alongside the Maasai Wilderness Conservation Trust, local communities, and other partners in a United Nations-backed initiative that provides financial incentives to keep them intact. 



	Making big waves for marine conservation 



	Indigenous Peoples make up just 1 percent of Fiji’s population, but their influence on ocean conservation is anything but small. Recently, they helped launch an ambitious plan to conserve over a quarter of the country’s expansive ocean area, which is increasingly threatened by climate change and overfishing. Conservation International is partnering with traditional leaders and the national government to support this plan to balance sustainable production with marine protection in this fragile ecosystem.  



Today and every day, we’re proud to celebrate and support our Indigenous partners and the global conservation efforts they make possible. After decades of learning from one another and creating systems of conservation that work for all, our Indigenous partners play an essential and irreplaceable role in our work.  
Thank you for taking a moment to celebrate Indigenous Peoples’ Day with us. 
Conservation International 
