
Wandering Indiana  . . .  
 
This past month or so had some interesting trips, activities and comments from several readers.  Let us talk 
Parks, trails, running, and bike riding. 
 
Park 2 Park Relay was held as an unofficial event again this year.  We had an awesome time on a hot summer 
afternoon.  This was a team-running relay race at Plainfield’s Talon Stream Park and White Lick Creek Trail.  
We christened the new shelter house facility and utilized it as our start/finish and exchange area.  What a great 
way to break in the facility that Banning Engineering and arcDESIGN worked on. 
 
This past month was full of biking activities.  The RAIN Ride from Terre Haute to Richmond, St. Mary’s of the 
Woods to Earlham College, 160 miles mostly on US 40/The National Road.  What an event traversing 
Indiana’s most significant and historical roadway.  It holds even more meaning given the fact that I have lived 
along the road most of my life and was able to go through my current and past hometowns – Plainfield and 
Centerville. 
 
Training for the RAIN Ride, I was able to ride on several other Indiana rail trails.  The B & O, Vandalia and 
Cardinal Greenway are wonderful railroad corridors converted to pedestrian trails and I highly suggest trying 
them out.  There are many other great rail trails throughout the state as well.  Which ones should WE be 
visiting? 
 
I have heard from several of you regarding trips around the state.  Send those locations along so that we can 
get them related to our readers.  Meghan Stritar (Parks Foundation of Hendricks County) and Sarah Salisbury 
(IEDC) took on Brown County State Park and Nashville.  Eris Schneider (Duke Energy) got wet and muddy at 
Turkey Run State Park.  Next time she plans to visit the planetarium.  By the way, did anyone see the Pleiades 
Meteor Shower?  Were you looking?  In addition, there are many bright stars and planets this summer.  Check 
out the SkyView Lite app for some help with the heavenly bodies. 
 
Talking with Jud Wolfe (Plainfield 
Community Schools), he mentioned 
some cool places from his hometown 
area of Attica.  We talked about Portland 
Arch, the Potholes and the Wabash 
River.  There are several geologic 
features worth visiting in the area. 
 
Crawford County is an adventurer’s 
dreamland.  So many things to see and 
do in the county and the surrounding 
area.  More to come on those with an 
upcoming trip we have planned.  Talking 
with Morton Dale (Crawford County Commissioner) and Mike Thissen (Crawford County EDC), they 
mentioned Sycamore Springs Park in English.  I had never heard of it but after researching it, I sure plan to 
visit.  Hopefully we will take in Marengo and Wyandotte Caves as well. 

 
Last month I mentioned the State Historic Sites around the state.  While 
driving through Metamora, take a gander at the Church on the Hill.  What 
is it?  Looks out of place and it has an interesting search on the internet. 
 
Last but not least, you still have time this fall to take in your favorite 
Drive-In Theater.  We visited Tibbs in Indy.  We had originally planned to 
visit Centerbrook south of Mooresville but the movies they were showing 
was not to our liking.  Are there many of these facilities left in the state?  
I remember there used to be three in the Richmond area when I was a 
kid.  None left today.  I hate to see these go away.  Maybe we will see a 
resurgence like we are seeing happening with the old downtown  

   theaters. 
 
Keep wandering and keep passing along your places to visit. 
 

Jeff Banning 

 
 
 
 

 

 


