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WELCOME 

Christ Church is an Episcopal Parish in the Diocese of 
Massachusetts.  We welcome and honor the God-given 
gifts that make us unique as individuals and strong as 

community.  You and your family are welcome regardless 
of age, ethnicity, sexual orientation, marital status or prior 

religious affiliation. 
 



 

A Note to Parents and Caregivers with Children in Church 

 

Thank you for bringing your children to church. We are so glad you are 

here! 

 

We know it can be difficult at times to manage little ones during the service. 

 

For that reason, we have provided some resources which we hope will make 

it easier for you and your family to enjoy worship together. 

 

You will find books and coloring pages at the back of the Mary 

Chapel. Please feel free to utilize these at any point during the service. 

 

We have installed a TV in the nursery! You are welcome to visit the nursery 

with your child during any portion of our service and join us via our 

livestream. 

 

It is okay to take breaks. If you need to step out with your child, our parish 

grounds are a great place to get the wiggles out. 

 

Above all, please remember: You and your family are very welcome here! 

 

Though your children may be squirming, talking, or making noise, they are 

also observing, copying, and learning. Children are a gift and an important 

part of our community; we are grateful to have them worship with us. 

 

 

 

 

Hearing assistance devices are available in labeled baskets by the sanctuary 
entrances.  

  



The Word of God 

PRELUDE 
Sacred Aria (J. S. Bach) 
Peasant Song (Felix Mendelssohn) 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN  
Sometimes I feel discouraged         1982 Hymnal 676 
 
OPENING ACCLAMATION 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be God's kingdom, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

COLLECT FOR PURITY 
The Celebrant may say 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
SONG OF PRAISE    Glory to God            MHSO 117

 



THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, from whom all good proceeds: Grant that by your 
inspiration we may think those things that are right, and by your 
merciful guiding may do them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 
 
FIRST READING:               Romans 4:13-25 
The people sit. 

A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Church in Rome. 

The promise to Abraham and to his descendants, that he would inherit the 
world, didn’t come through the Law but through the righteousness that 
comes from faith. If they inherit because of the Law, then faith has no effect 
and the promise has been canceled. The Law brings about wrath. But when 
there isn’t any law, there isn’t any violation of the law. That’s why the 
inheritance comes through faith, so that it will be on the basis of God’s 
grace. In that way, the promise is secure for all of Abraham’s descendants, 
not just for those who are related by Law but also for those who are related 
by the faith of Abraham, who is the father of all of us. As it is written: I have 
appointed you to be the father of many nations. So Abraham is our father 
in the eyes of God in whom he had faith, the God who gives life to the dead 
and calls things that don’t exist into existence. When it was beyond hope, 
he had faith in the hope that he would become the father of many nations, 
in keeping with the promise God spoke to him: That’s how many 
descendants you will have. Without losing faith, Abraham, who was nearly 
100 years old, took into account his own body, which was as good as dead, 
and Sarah’s womb, which was dead. He didn’t hesitate with a lack of faith in 
God’s promise, but he grew strong in faith and gave glory to God. He was 
fully convinced that God was able to do what he promised. Therefore, it was 
credited to him as righteousness. But the scripture that says it was credited 
to him wasn’t written only for Abraham’s sake. It was written also for our 
sake, because it is going to be credited to us too. It will be credited to those 
of us who have faith in the one who raised Jesus our Lord from the 



dead. He was handed over because of our mistakes, and he was raised to 
meet the requirements of righteousness for us. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

Silence may follow. 

 
Psalm 50:7-15 
Remain seated. 

 7Hear, O my people, and I will speak: 
 “O Israel, I will bear witness against you; * 
  for I am God, your God. 
 
 8I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices; * 
  your offerings are always before me. 
 
 9I will take no bull-calf from your stalls, * 
  nor he-goats out of your pens; 
 
 10For all the beasts of the forest are mine, * 
  the herds in their thousands upon the hills. 
 
 11I know every bird in the sky, * 
  and the creatures of the fields are in my sight. 
 
 12If I were hungry, I would not tell you, * 
  for the whole world is mine and all that is in it. 
 
 13Do you think I eat the flesh of bulls, * 
  or drink the blood of goats? 
 
 14Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving * 
  and make good your vows to the Most High. 
 
 15Call upon me in the day of trouble; * 
  I will deliver you, and you shall honor me.” 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Celtic Alleluia    MHSO 20 
All stand.

 

GOSPEL:             Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 
All stand. 

  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

As Jesus continued on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at 
a kiosk for collecting taxes. He said to him, “Follow me,” and he got up and 
followed him. As Jesus sat down to eat in Matthew’s house, many tax 
collectors and sinners joined Jesus and his disciples at the table. But when 
the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher 
eat with tax collectors and sinners?” When Jesus heard it, he said, “Healthy 
people don’t need a doctor, but sick people do. Go and learn what this 
means: I want mercy and not sacrifice. I didn’t come to call righteous 
people, but sinners.” While Jesus was speaking to them, a ruler came and 
knelt in front of him, saying, “My daughter has just died. But come and 
place your hand on her, and she’ll live.” So Jesus and his disciples got up 
and went with him. Then a woman who had been bleeding for twelve years 
came up behind Jesus and touched the hem of his clothes. She thought, If I 
only touch his robe I’ll be healed. When Jesus turned and saw her, he 
said, “Be encouraged, daughter. Your faith has healed you.” And the woman 
was healed from that time on. When Jesus went into the ruler’s house, he 
saw the flute players and the distressed crowd. He said, “Go away, because 
the little girl isn’t dead but is asleep”; but they laughed at him. After he had 
sent the crowd away, Jesus went in and touched her hand, and the little girl 
rose up. News about this spread throughout that whole region. 

  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Celtic Alleluia    MHSO 20

 
THE SERMON        The Rev. Melissa Howell 
Silence may follow. 
 
THE CREED 
All stand. 

We believe in one God, 
     the Father, the Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, 
     of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
     the only Son of God, 
     eternally begotten of the Father, 
     God from God, Light from Light, 
     true God from true God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     of one Being with the Father. 
     Through him all things were made. 
     For us and for our salvation 
         he came down from heaven, 
         was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
         and became truly human. 
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
         he suffered death and was buried. 
         On the third day he rose again 
              in accordance with the Scriptures; 
         he ascended into heaven 
              and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
         and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father, 



     who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
     who has spoken through the Prophets. 
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
     We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
          and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
All remain standing. 
 
Deacon or Celebrant: Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
 
Leader: Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be 
united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the 
world. 
Silence 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice 
and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good. 
Silence 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may 
share its resources rightly in the service of our fellow creatures and to your 
honor and glory. 
Silence 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may 
serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us. We give you 
thanks for all of the ways that the love of Jesus is made known in our lives, 
especially those blessings we name now, either silently or aloud. 
Silence is held for a time as people share their thanksgivings. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them 
courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your 
salvation. We pray especially for those on our parish prayer list, and for 
those we name now, either silently or aloud. 



Silence is held for a time as people share their intercessions. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may 
be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your 
eternal kingdom. We remember especially The Rev. William J. & Bertha E. 
Watts in whose honor and memory the high altar flowers have been given, 
and those we name now, either silently or aloud. 
Silence is held for a time as people share their intercessions. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude 
of your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for 
help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins to God. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

God of all mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, 

in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 

the evil we have done, 
and the evil done on our behalf. 

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the 
grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 



THE PEACE 
All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 
  

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of 
the Lord. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
JUNE BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS 
 

The Holy Communion 

 
OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
 

If you wish to make a gift to support the ministries of 
Christ Church Parish, you may place your offering in the 
plate, or scan the QR code to the right to donate online. 

Thank you!  
 
OFFERTORY HYMN      A father came to Jesus     Voices Found 23 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The People remain standing. 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Presider 

All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and 
loving God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on 



high by whom you created all things. You laid the foundations of the world 
and enclosed the sea when it burst out from the womb; You brought forth 
all creatures of the earth and gave breath to humankind. Wondrous are you, 
Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; And so 
as the morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings and all 
creation as we shout with joy: 
 
SANCTUS         Holy, holy, holy             1982 Hymnal S 128 
Presider and People 

 

The Presider continues 

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; 
you called a people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them 
from bondage and led them to a land of promise. Of your grace, you gave 
Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim the coming of your holy 
reign and give himself for us, a fragrant offering. Through Jesus Christ our 
Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us into your life, reconciled 
us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us.  
 
We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: 
“Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.”  
 
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his 
friends and said: “Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my 
Blood, poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.”  
 
And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the 
resurrection and ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and 
presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and human hands have 
made, we acclaim you, O Christ: 
 
Presider and People 

Dying, you destroyed our death. 
Rising, you restored our life. 
Christ Jesus, come in glory! 
 



The Presider continues 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine 
that they may be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, 
burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice and love. 
Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of 
time gather us with [blessed __________, and] all your people into the 
joy of our true eternal home. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship you our God and Creator 
in voices of unending praise. 
 
Presider and People 

Blessed are you now and for ever. AMEN. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 

  



The Breaking of the Bread 
 
FRACTION ANTHEM 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 
INVITATION 
The Presider invites the people to Communion with these or similar 
words: 
Wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome at God's table.          
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

To receive the Sacrament, come forward when the greeters invite your 
row. The greeters will show you which direction to walk depending on 
which side you are seated. When you reach the minister with the bread, 

hold out your hands. The minister will place the bread in your palm. You 
may then receive the wine by drinking from the larger cup or intincting 
(dipping) the bread in the smaller cup. If you do not wish to receive the 
wine, cross your arms as you pass by the cup bearers to return to your 

seat. 
 

If you would prefer a blessing, come forward, cross your arms across 
your chest, and the minister will bless you. 

 
COMMUNION HYMN      We are on our way                  MHSO 96 



 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Loving God, 
we give you thanks 
for restoring us in your image 
and nourishing us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. 
Now send us forth 
a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; 
that we may proclaim your love to the world 
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

If Lay Eucharistic Visitors are being sent out to bring the Sacrament to 
those who cannot be with us in-person, the following is said as the Visitors 
are handed the bread and wine: 
 
Celebrant:  In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these 

holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the 
Communion of Christ's body and blood. 

People:  We who are many are one body, for we all share one 
bread and one cup. 

 
 
 



CLOSING HYMN   Hope of the world       1982 Hymnal 472 
 
BLESSING 
 
DISMISSAL 
  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  

People Thanks be to God. 
POSTLUDE 
All the Things You Are (Jerome Kern/Oscar Hammerstein II) 
 
 
After the ministers pass by, the congregation may be seated for a time of 

reflection during the postlude, or may depart. All are welcome to 
lemonade on the lawn outside. 
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