CHRIST CHURCH PARISH
EPISCOPAL

8:00 AM
The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

September 25, 2022

WELCOME

Christ Church is an Episcopal Parish in the Diocese of
Massachusetts. We welcome and honor the God-given gifts
that make us unique as individuals and strong as community.
You and your family are welcome regardless of age, ethnicity,
sexual orientation, marital status or prior religious affiliation.



OPENING SENTENCE
The Officiant says

Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus
Christ.

CONFESSION OF SIN
The Officiant says to the people

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our
heavenly Father, to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at
his hands, to set forth his most worthy praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask,
for ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life
and our salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to
worship him, let us kneel in silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts confess
our sins, that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy.

Silence may be kept.

Officiant and People together, all knecling

Almighty and most merciful Father,

we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep,

we have followed too much the devices and desires of our
own hearts,

we have offended against thy holy laws,

we have left undone those things which we ought to
have done,

and we have done those things which we ought not to
have done.

But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us,

spare thou those who confess their faults,

restore thou those who are penitent,

according to thy promises declared unto mankind

in Christ Jesus our Lord,

and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,

that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,

to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.

The Officiant remains kneeling and says

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant us absolution and remission of all our sins,
true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy
Spirit. Amen.



The Invitatory and Psalter

VERSICLE

All stand

Officiant O Lord, open thou our lips.

People And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.
Officiant and People

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

INVITATORY
O come, let us sing unto the Lord; *
let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation.

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, *
and show ourselves glad in him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.

In his hand are all the corners of the earth, *
and the strength of the hills is his also.

The sea is his and he made it, *
and his hands prepared the dry land.

O come, let us worship and fall down *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For he is the Lord our God, *
and we are the people of his pasture

and the sheep of his hand.

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; *
let the whole earth stand in awe of him.



For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth, *
and with righteousness to judge the world
and the peoples with his truth.

Psalm 146
Hallelujah!
Praise the LORD, O my soul! *
[ will praise the LORD as long as I live;
[ will sing praises to my God while I have my being.

2Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, *
for there is no help in them.

‘When they breathe their last, they return to earth, *
and in that day their thoughts perish.

“Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! *
whose hope is in the LORD their God;

sWho made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; *
who keeps his promise for ever;

sWho gives justice to those who are oppressed, *
and food to those who hunger.

"The LORD sets the prisoners free;
the LORD opens the eyes of the blind; *
the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;

“The LORD loves the righteous;

the LORD cares for the stranger; *
he sustains the orphan and widow,
but frustrates the way of the wicked.

"The LORD shall reign for ever, *
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.
Hallelujah!

At the end of the Psalm is sung or said

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.



The Lessons

FIRST READING: Amos 6:1a, 4-7
The people sit.

A Reading from the book of the prophet Amos.

Alas for those who are at ease in Zion, and for those who feel secure on Mount
Samaria, Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory, and lounge on their couches, and
eat lambs from the flock, and calves from the stall; who sing idle songs to the
sound of the harp, and like David improvise on instruments of music; who drink
wine from bowls, and anoint themselves with the finest oils, but are not grieved
over the ruin of Joseph! Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, and
the revelry of the loungers shall pass away.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.

FIRST CANTICLE

Canticle 2: A Song of Praise  Benedictus es, Domine  Song of the Three Young Men, 29-34
Blessed art thou, O Lord God of our fathers; *
praised and exalted above all for ever.

Blessed art thou for the name of thy Majesty; *
praised and exalted above all for ever.

Blessed art thou in the temple of thy holiness; *
praised and exalted above all for ever.

Blessed art thou that beholdest the depths,
and dwellest between the Cherubim; *
praised and exalted above all for ever.

Blessed art thou on the glorious throne of thy kingdom; *
praised and exalted above all for ever.

Blessed art thou in the firmament of heaven; *
praised and exalted above all for ever.



Blessed art thou, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; *
praised and exalted above all for ever.

SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 6:6-19
The people sit.

A Reading from Paul's First letter to Timothy.

Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; for we
brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; but if we
have food and clothing, we will be content with these. But those who want to be
rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires
that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all
kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the
faith and pierced themselves with many pains. But as for you, man of God, shun all
this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. Fight the
good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which you were called and
for which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. In the
presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his
testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you to keep the
commandment without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus
Christ, which he will bring about at the right time—he who is the blessed and
only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords. It is he alone who has
immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can
see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. As for those who in the present
age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or to set their hopes on the
uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides us with everything
for our enjoyment. They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and
ready to share, thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for
the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.

SECOND CANTICLE
Canticle 3: The Song of Mary Magnificat Luke 1:46-55
My soul doth magnify the Lord, *

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.



For he hath regarded *
the lowliness of his handmaiden.

For behold from henceforth *
all generations shall call me blessed.

For he that is mighty hath magnified me, *
and holy is his Name.

And his mercy is on them that fear him *
throughout all generations.

He hath showed strength with his arm; *
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.

He hath put down the mighty from their seat, *
and hath exalted the humble and meek.

He hath filled the hungry with good things, *
and the rich he hath sent empty away.

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, *
as he promised to our forefathers,
Abraham and his seed for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

THIRD READING: Luke 16:19-31
The people sit.

A Reading from Luke.

Jesus said, “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and
who feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named
Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from
the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. The poor man
died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also
died and was buried. In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and
saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. He called out, ‘Father Abraham,
have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool



my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.” But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember
that during your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in like
manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. Besides all
this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might
want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.’
He said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house—for I have five
brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place
of torment.” Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should
listen to them.” He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the
dead, they will repent.’ *He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the
prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.””

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
Officiant and People together, all standing.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



The Prayers

SALUTATION
The people stand or kneel

Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.
Officiant Let us pray.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Officiant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

SUFFRAGES

V. O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;

R. And grant us thy salvation.

V. Endue thy ministers with righteousness;
R. And make thy chosen people joyful.

V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;

R. For only in thee can we live in safety.

V. Lord, keep this nation under thy care;

R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
V. Let thy way be known upon earth;

R. Thy saving health among all nations.

V. Letnot the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;

R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God;

R. And sustain us with thy Holy Spirit.



FIRST COLLECT

O God, who declarest thy almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity:
Mercifully grant unto us such a measure of thy grace, that we, running to obtain
thy promises, may be made partakers of thy heavenly treasure; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.

SECOND COLLECT

O God, who makest us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious
resurrection of thy Son our Lord: Grant us this day such blessing through our
worship of thee, that the days to come may be spent in thy favor; through the same
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THIRD COLLECT

O God, the King eternal, who dividest the day from the night and turnest the
shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our
hearts to keep thy law, and guide our feet into the way of peace; that, having done
thy will with cheerfullness while it was day, we may, when the night cometh,
rejoice to give thee thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER FOR MISSION

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of thy faithful
people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we
offer before thee for all members of thy holy Church, that in their vocation and
ministry they may truly and godly serve thee; through our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen.

THE PEACE
All stand.

Officiant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.



THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

May God, who sets the prisoner free and lifts up those who are bowed down, come
to us who seek the Divine Presence in our daily lives, as we respond to each
petition by saying, “Help us choose life.”

Intercessor  Save us from the temptations that plunge us into ruin and
destruction, and spare us from choosing those things which corrupt the soul and
lead to feelings of shame and guilt; Lord, in your mercy,

People Help us choose life.

Intercessor  Set our hope on God’s reign, so that we may bring the light of hope to
those who live on the margins of society, who endure daily anxiety and shed tears
of despair for their children and families; Lord, in your mercy,

People Help us choose life.

Intercessor ~ Open our ears to hear your word, that in our willingness to heed its
message we may be made a new creation; Lord, in your mercy,

People Help us choose life.

Intercessor  Grant eternal life to all who have died, and bring those in this life to
trust in the power of Christ’s resurrection, this morning we remember especially
the Amanda Mahaffey in whose honor and memory the lamp of presence has been
given; Lord, in your mercy,

People Help us choose life.

Intercessor ~ Make us thankful for our bishops, priests, and deacons whom God
has sent to lift the lamp of charity before our eyes, and to help us in the knowledge
and witness of our faith; Lord, in your mercy,

People Help us choose life.

Intercessor  Strengthen the resolve of the peacemakers, give them patience in
times of discouragement, give them hope in times of doubt, when ridiculed give
them the assurance of your love; Lord, in your mercy,



People Help us choose life.

Let us resolve to do good, to be rich in good works, generous and ready to share
with others, as we continue our prayers.

TRANSITION PRAYER
Excerpted from a prayer from St. John’s Church, North Haven, CT

O God, in this interim time, we pray for our parish family. We thank you for the
gifts, talents and skills with which you have blessed us. Help us accept change as
a gift of your direction for our journey in this transition. Instill in us a vision of the
church’s family, that, guided by your Holy Spirit, we will be united in love and
joyfully accomplish this mission, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Officiant adds a concluding Collect.

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING
Officiant and People

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,

we thine unworthy servants

do give thee most humble and hearty thanks

for all thy goodness and loving-kindness

to us and to all men.

We bless thee for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;

but above all for thine inestimable love

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ,
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we beseech thee,

give us that due sense of all thy mercies,

that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;
and that we show forth thy praise,

not only with our lips, but in our lives,

by giving up our selves to thy service,

and by walking before thee

in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,

to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,

be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.



A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM
Officiant and People

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make
our common supplication unto thee, and hast promised through thy well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name thou
wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of
thy servants as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy
truth, and in the world to come life everlasting. Amen.

CONCLUDING VERSICLE
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE SERMON The Rev. Deacon James Thomas

CONCLUDING SENTENCE
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the
Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen.



