CHRIST CHURCH PARISH
EPISCOPAL

5:00 PM
The Sixth Saturday of Easter

May 24, 2025

WELCOME

Christ Church is an Episcopal Parish in the Diocese of
Massachusetts. We welcome and honor the God-given
gifts that make us unique as individuals and strong as
community. You and your family are welcome regardless
of age, ethnicity, sexual orientation, marital status or prior
religious affiliation.



A Note to Parents and Caregivers with Children in Church

Thank you for bringing your children to church. We are so glad you are
here!

We know it can be difficult at times to manage little ones during the service.

For that reason, we have provided some resources which we hope will make
it easier for you and your family to enjoy worship together.

You will find books and coloring pages at the back of the Mary
Chapel. Please feel free to utilize these at any point during the service.

We have installed a TV in the nursery! You are welcome to visit the nursery
with your child during any portion of our service and join us via our
livestream.

It is okay to take breaks. If you need to step out with your child, our parish
grounds are a great place to get the wiggles out.

Above all, please remember: You and your family are very welcome here!
Though your children may be squirming, talking, or making noise, they are

also observing, copying, and learning. Children are a gift and an important
part of our community; we are grateful to have them worship with us.



The Word of God

PRELUDE Kristen Abbott

ENTRANCE HYMN
Now the green blade riseth 1982 Hymnal 204

OPENING ACCLAMATION
The people standing, the Celebrant says

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

COLLECT FOR PURITY
The Celebrant may say

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

OPENING ANTHEM
The following is said, all standing

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God's people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.



THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good
things as surpass our understanding: Pour into our hearts such
love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and above all
things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can
desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons

FIRST READING: Acts 16:9-15
The people sit.

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia
pleading with him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.”
When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to
Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good
news to them. We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to
Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, and from there to Philippi,
which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We
remained in this city for some days. On the sabbath day we went outside
the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and
we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered there. A certain
woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from
the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart
to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. When she and her household
were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to
the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.



Psalm 67
Remain seated.

1May God be merciful to us and bless us, *
show us the light of his countenance and come to us.

=Let your ways be known upon earth, *
your saving health among all nations.

sLet the peoples praise you, O God; *
let all the peoples praise you.

sLet the nations be glad and sing for joy, *
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide all the nations upon earth.

sLet the peoples praise you, O God; *
let all the peoples praise you.

sThe earth has brought forth her increase; *
may God, our own God, give us his blessing.

‘May God give us his blessing, *
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him.

SECOND READING: Revelation 21:10, 22--22:5
The people sit.

A Reading from the Revelation to John.

In the spirit the angel carried me away to a great, high mountain and
showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. I
saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and
the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the
glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. The nations will walk by
its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. Its gates will
never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. People will bring
into it the glory and the honor of the nations. But nothing unclean will
enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or falsehood, but only those
who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. Then the angel showed me the
river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God
and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On either side



of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit
each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.
Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and
of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; they will see his
face, and his name will be on their foreheads. And there will be no more
night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light,
and they will reign forever and ever.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.

GOSPEL: John 5:1-9
All stand.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
John.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

There was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now in
Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha,
which has five porticoes. In these lay many invalids—blind, lame, and
paralyzed. One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. When
Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had been there a long time, he
said to him, “Do you want to be made well?” The sick man answered him,
“Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up; and
while I am making my way, someone else steps down ahead of me.” Jesus
said to him, “Stand up, take your mat and walk.” At once the man was made

well, and he took up his mat and began to walk. Now that day was a
sabbath.

The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON The Rev. Melissa Howell

THE CREED
All stand.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,



of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
All remain standing.

Deacon or Celebrant: Holy God, send your Spirit to comfort, inform, direct,
and guide us to your truth in this life and in the life to come. Hear us, and
help us to listen to you, as we say, God in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Leader: Gift all those who love you with the will and discipline to follow
your commands.
Silence



God in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For the churches in our diocese, for Sean our Presiding Bishop, Julia our
Bishop, Melissa our Priest, James and Natalie our Deacons, and each of us
in our vocations and ministries.

Silence

God in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Inspire those who are afraid and those who feel that you are far from them.
Guide us to accompany others so that they may know with certainty that
your love is always present.

Silence

God in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Give our national and international leaders and all who hold authority over
your people strong hearts filled with compassion, mercy, and justice.
Silence

God in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Comfort those who are sick in body, mind, or spirit. Grant them an
awareness of your faithful care and your deep desire for the restoration of
all things. We pray especially for those on our parish prayer list, and those
we name now, either silently or aloud.

Silence is held for a time as people share their intercessions.

God in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Guide us into vocations, relationships, study, and actions that delight and
sustain us as we seek to follow your way of life and love.

Silence

God in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Welcome the dying who come home to dwell at last in your heavenly
kingdom, comfort those who weep or mourn with the knowledge of your
salvation. We pray for our beloved dead and those we name now, either
silently or aloud.

Silence is held for a time as people share their intercessions.

God in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Celebrant: Gracious God, overturn the fears we keep stored in the secret
places of our hearts and fill us instead with the peace and courage that only



you can give. Grant us a life lived in the joy of serving your Son, Jesus
Christ, who with you and the Holy Spirit dwells in love eternal.
Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN
The Deacon or Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Minister and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE

All stand.

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of
the Lord.

ANNOUNCEMENTS



The Holy Communion

OFFERTORY SENTENCE

If you wish to make a gift to support the ministries of
Christ Church Parish, you may place your offering in the
plate, or scan the QR code to the right to donate online.
Thank you!

OFFERTORY HYMN
I want to walk as a child of the light 1982 Hymnal 490

The Great Thanksgiving
The People remain standing.
Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your
Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was
sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he
has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us
everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the
glory of your Name:

SANCTUS
Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.



Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The People stand or kneel.
The Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in
your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him,
you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into
righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore,
according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glorys;

The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that
they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new
Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable
through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put
all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly
country where, with [ and] all your saints, we may enter the
everlasting heritage of your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the




firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our
salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

FRACTION ANTHEM
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

INVITATION

The Presider invites the people to Communion with these or similar
words:

Wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome at God's table.

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

To receive the Sacrament, come forward and hold out your hands. The
minister will place the bread in your palm. You may then receive the wine
by drinking from the larger cup or intincting (dipping) the bread in the
smaller cup. If you do not wish to receive the wine, cross your arms as you
pass by the cup bearers to return to your seat.

If you would prefer a blessing, come forward, cross your arms across
your chest, and the minister will bless you.
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
The priest blesses the people, saying

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ,
the great Shepherd of the sheep, make you perfect in every good work to do
his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
O Jesus, crowned with all renown 1982 Hymnal 292

DISMISSAL
The Deacon or Celebrant dismisses the people.
The people respond: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

POSTLUDE Kristen Abbott



Announcements

Please keep the following people in your prayers during the coming week.
Any names added this week are in bold.

Barbara Hulme; Don Bolt; Donna Eby; Greta Couter; the repose of the soul of Dr. Jack
Babson; Jack Willett; Jane Murphy; Jim Kelly; Katharine LiBretto; Laurie Ghelfi Smith;
Linda Garrone; Nancy Boulanger; Norm Harbinson; Norm Zinger; Sandy Underhill;
Sharon Steadman; Skip Nielsen; Suzanne and Dave Salois; Valerie B. Pflock; William
Underhill

We ask your prayers for those serving in the military and their families:
Aidan McKinney, Andrew Barton, Austin Vico, Harry Morini, Joel Carveiro, Josh Zabin

From the Office

In order to have your announcements included in the weekly bulletin and Keeping
Connected, please send them to the office by 12 Noon on Wednesday. They should
include date, time, place, description of event and contact information and should be
written exactly the way you want them to appear.

Summer Sunday Worship Schedule Changes - Starting June 15, Christ Church
will transition to our summer worship schedule. We warmly invite you to join us for our
Saturday service of Holy Eucharist at 5pm or Sunday service of Holy Eucharist at gam.

Following the Sunday 9am service, we will be gathering for a delightful tradition:
Lemonade on the Lawn. This is more than just refreshments; it's an opportunity to
mingle, connect, and bask in the sunshine together. We'd love to see you there!

Resources for Families in Church: Just a reminder that there are activities for kids,
including a small table and chairs, in the back of the church. We are also providing
special bulletins for kids that are aligned with the week's lessons at the front and back
entrances. These bulletins have a variety of coloring, brain teasers, puzzles, and other
fun activities. For students in grades PreK-1, Su will be available in the nursery to
monitor young students who need a separate space during the church service. We hope
that these resources will support family attendance at the 10 am service. Please let us
know if you have any other ideas for ways to welcome children and families at Christ
Church: education@christchurchplymouth.org



mailto:education@christchurchplymouth.org

Christ Church Food Pantry — All are welcome to the Christ Church Food Pantry!
We are open by appointment: Tuesday 4:00-5:15, Thursday 12:00-1:15 and 4:00-5:15,
and Saturday 10:00-11:15. Call the pantry message line: 508-746-4959, ext 6, BY 1 PM
THE DAY BEFORE YOU WISH TO PICK UP YOUR ORDER. Our volunteers check
messages and return your call from their homes to ask you what you need.

If you wish to volunteer, contact Eileen Paris at eileenpca@aol.com
For more information, please contact Barbara Wojtklewicz at 617-291-4634, or by email
at barbara.wojtklewicz@gmail.com

Young Families Survey — We’d Love to Hear from You! - Christ Church
Episcopal Parish is exploring how we can better support young families in their journey
of faith — and we need your input - take CCP's Young Families Survey. We have a
goal of 100 responses!

This anonymous survey takes about 30 minutes and will help us better understand
what’s meaningful, what’s missing, and how we can grow together. By “young families,”
we mean households with children under the age of 25 — and we’re thinking beyond just
children’s ministry. This is about the whole family: parents, caregivers, kids, and
everyone walking alongside them.

Your responses will be reviewed by Deacon Natalie, Amanda Peterson, and Makenzie
Manchester, who will summarize the results for the wider parish. At the end of the
survey, you’ll also have a chance to sign up for a focus group conversation in June —
where we’ll dig deeper into these insights and begin shaping a refreshed ministry by fall
2025.

L
Survey takes ~30 minutes
| uly ©

17 Open now through Saturday, June 8

" Scan the QR code to take the CCP Young Families Survey

This is a true "come as you are" opportunity. Most questions are optional — just share
what you feel comfortable with.

If you have friends, family members, or former parishioners with kids — or anyone
deeply connected to youth and family ministry — we’d love for you to share the
survey link with them. Their perspective is incredibly valuable, especially if they
aren’t currently part of our parish.

We're so grateful for your insight as we build a vibrant, welcoming ministry for families
who want to know, love, and follow Jesus in this season of life. For more information,
contact Deacon Natalie, Amanda, or Makenzie.


https://d.docs.live.net/e656e15797deee36/Announcements/September%202024/eileenpca@aol.com
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Pentecost Readers Needed: As has been our tradition, we have the Gospel lesson for
Pentecost read in different languages. We need readers for all three services. Please let
Connie know (conmel@aol.com) if you can help and for which service(s) you are
available. Appropriate translations will be provided.

Christ Church Thrift Shoppe - At this past Sunday’s coffee hour, a prayer originally
delivered by the Rev. Melissa Howell at last fall’s Creation Care service was shared once
again.

The prayer recognized the ministry of the parish Thrift Shoppe, given new form through
the artistry of Kat LiBretto.

The framed artwork was presented to the Thrift Shoppe leaders and will soon have pride
of place in the shoppe’s front register room.

Be sure to stop by for a closer look at it, and while you’re there, you may want to take
advantage of the continuation of last week’s half-price sale (excluding items marked
otherwise), now extended to customers of all ages!

Shoppe Hours:
Thursday and Friday 10-4
Saturday 10-1

Cookbook Parish Fundraiser - Let’s pick up where we left off some time ago!! Let’s
get back on the track of preparing & publishing together a wonderful keepsake cookbook
to benefit Christ Church Parish ~ Here we go!!

Morris Press Cookbooks ~

1) Go to typensave.com to login
2) Username : CCParish
3) Password : garlic547

Follow the easy directions to type in your favorite recipes. Thank you so very much. If
you have any questions, please ask Anne McManus or Robin Nielsen and we will help
you.

Special Thanks - to the enormous donation by Becky and Scott Metzger of a new
riding mower to the church.


mailto:conmel@aol.com

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

Week At - A - Glance * May 25, 2025 — June 1, 2025

8:00 AM

9:00 AM
10:00 AM

11:30 AM

9:00 AM

9:30 AM — 3:00 PM
10:30 AM — 11:30 AM

10:30 AM — 11:30 AM
4:00 PM — 5:15 PM

WEDNESDAY 9:00 AM

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

10:30 AM —11:30 AM

10:00 AM

10:00 AM — 4:00 PM
10:30 AM —11:30 AM
12:00 PM - 1:15 PM
1:00 PM

4:00 PM — 5:15 PM
6:00 PM

9:00 AM

10:00 AM — 4:00 PM
10:30 AM —11:30 AM
10:00 AM - 11:15 AM
10:00 AM - 1:00 PM

5:00 PM

8:00 AM

9:00 AM
10:00 AM

11:30 AM

Holy Eucharist Rite I — The Sixth Sunday
of Easter

Adult Church School

Holy Eucharist Rite II — The Sixth Sunday
of Easter

Coffee Hour

Morning Prayer — Facebook Live
Office Closed
Fore & Aft

Fore & Aft
Food Pantry

Morning Prayer — Facebook Live
Fore & Aft

Bible Study
Thrift Shoppe
Fore & Aft

Food Pantry
Book Study
Food Pantry
Choir Rehearsal

Morning Prayer — Facebook Live
Thrift Shoppe
Fore & Aft

Food Pantry

Thrift Shoppe

Holy Eucharist Rite II — The Seventh
Sunday of Easter

Holy Eucharist Rite I — The Seventh Sunday
of Easter

Church School (Adults and Grades Pre-K — 5)
Holy Eucharist Rite II — The Seventh
Sunday of Easter

Ice cream social and Church School ministry
minute



Christ Church Parish
Seeking Christ in Ourselves * Serving Christ in the World

JESUS CHRIST IS THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH

MINISTERS

All the people of Christ Church Parish

Staff
The Rev. Melissa Howell, Rector
The Rev. Deacons James & Natalie Thomas
David Tyler, Parish Administrator
Lea Tyler, Choir Director
Peter Litchfield, Accompanist
Su D’Ambrosio, Sunday School Coordinator
Sam Stevenson, Sexton

Officers and Vestry Representatives
Robb Pflock, Senior Warden
John Steele, Junior Warden
Ray Rogers, Treasurer
Amanda Peterson, Clerk

Wil Bernard, David Greene, Don Hill, Barb Hurney, Kat LiBretto,
Judy Lutz, Makenzie Manchester, Melissa Pechey, and Nancy Ricks

149 Court Street, Plymouth, MA 02360
Phone: 508-746-4959
E-mail: office.christchurchplymouth@gmail.com

Scan here to visit our website:
https://www.christchurchplymouth.org/
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Office Hours
Monday - Friday 9:30 AM to 3:00 PM
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