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WELCOME 
 

Christ Church is an Episcopal Parish in the Diocese of 
Massachusetts.  We welcome and honor the God-given 
gifts that make us unique as individuals and strong as 

community.  You and your family are welcome regardless 
of age, ethnicity, sexual orientation, marital status or prior 

religious affiliation. 



A Note to Parents and Caregivers with Children in Church 

 

Thank you for bringing your children to church. We are so glad you are 

here! 

 

We know it can be difficult at times to manage little ones during the service. 

 

For that reason, we have provided some resources which we hope will make 

it easier for you and your family to enjoy worship together. 

 

You will find books and coloring pages at the back of the Mary 

Chapel. Please feel free to utilize these at any point during the service. 

 

We have installed a TV in the nursery! You are welcome to visit the nursery 

with your child during any portion of our service and join us via our 

livestream. 

 

It is okay to take breaks. If you need to step out with your child, our parish 

grounds are a great place to get the wiggles out. 

 

Above all, please remember: You and your family are very welcome here! 

 

Though your children may be squirming, talking, or making noise, they are 

also observing, copying, and learning. Children are a gift and an important 

part of our community; we are grateful to have them worship with us. 

 

 

 

 

Hearing assistance devices are available in labeled baskets by the sanctuary 

entrances.   



OPENING SENTENCE  
The Officiant says 

Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, and bring me to 
your holy hill and to your dwelling. 

 
OPENING HYMN  
Jesus shall reign where'er the sun         1982 Hymnal 544 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN  
The Officiant says to the people 

Dear friends in Christ, here in the presence of Almighty God, let us kneel in 
silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, so that we 
may obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy. 

Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and People together, all kneeling 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest alone stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

 
 



The Invitatory and Psalter 

 
VERSICLE  
All stand 

Officiant O God, make speed to save us. 

People O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
Alleluia. 

 
INVITATORY 
O gracious Light, 
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

 
Psalm 46 
The people sit. 

 1God is our refuge and strength, * 
  a very present help in trouble. 
 
 2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, * 
  and though the mountains be toppled into the depths of the sea; 
 
 3Though its waters rage and foam, * 
  and though the mountains tremble at its tumult. 
 
 4The LORD of hosts is with us; * 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 



 5There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, * 
  the holy habitation of the Most High. 
 
 6God is in the midst of her; 
 she shall not be overthrown; * 
  God shall help her at the break of day. 
 
 7The nations make much ado, and the kingdoms are shaken; * 
  God has spoken, and the earth shall melt away. 
 
 8The LORD of hosts is with us; * 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 
 9Come now and look upon the works of the LORD, * 
  what awesome things he has done on earth. 
 
 10It is he who makes war to cease in all the world; * 
  he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, 
  and burns the shields with fire. 
 
 11“Be still, then, and know that I am God; * 
  I will be exalted among the nations; 
  I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 
 12The LORD of hosts is with us; * 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 
At the end of the Psalm is sung or said 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

 
FIRST READING:              Jeremiah 23:1-6 
The people sit. 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah. 

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! 
says the LORD. Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning 



the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my 
flock, and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I 
will attend to you for your evil doings, says the LORD. Then I myself will 
gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven 
them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and 
multiply. I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and 
they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, 
says the LORD. The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise 
up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, 
and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah 
will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he 
will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

Silence may follow. 

 
FIRST CANTICLE  
The people stand. 

Canticle 15: The Song of Mary          Magnificat         Luke 1:46-55 
 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
the Almighty has done great things for me, 
and holy is his Name. 
 

He has mercy on those who fear him * 
in every generation. 
 

He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
and has lifted up the lowly. 
 

He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
and the rich he has sent away empty. 



 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 

for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
The promise he made to our fathers, * 

to Abraham and his children for ever. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
SECOND READING:         Colossians 1:11-20 
The people sit. 

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Colossus. 

May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious 
power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while 
joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the 
inheritance of the saints in the light. He has rescued us from the power of 
darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom 
we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. He is the image of the invisible 
God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in heaven and on 
earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him 
and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in 
everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and 
through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on 
earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

Silence may follow. 

 
SECOND CANTICLE 
All stand. 

Canticle 17: The Song of Simeon               Nunc dimittis              Luke 2:29-32 
 
Lord, you now have set your servant free * 

to go in peace as you have promised; 



 
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 

whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 
 

 
A Light to enlighten the nations, * 

and the glory of your people Israel. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
THIRD READING:         Luke 23:33-43 
The people sit. 

A Reading from Luke. 

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus 
there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus 
said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.” And 
they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the people stood by, watching; but 
the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if 
he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” The soldiers also mocked him, 
coming up and offering him sour wine, and saying, “If you are the King of 
the Jews, save yourself!” There was also an inscription over him, “This is 
the King of the Jews.” One of the criminals who were hanged there kept 
deriding him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 
But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are 
under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been 
condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but 
this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me 
when you come into your kingdom.” He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you 
will be with me in Paradise.”  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

Silence may follow. 

 
REFLECTION           Bill Ferguson 
 
 
 



THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
Officiant and People together, all standing. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Prayers 

 
SALUTATION  
The people stand or kneel 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Officiant Let us pray. 
  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Officiant and People 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 



as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

SUFFRAGES  
V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R. Let your people sing with joy. 
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in you can we live in safety. 
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your 
well-beloved Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that 
the peoples of the earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed and 
brought together under his most gracious rule; who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
COLLECT FOR SATURDAYS 
O God, the source of eternal light: Shed forth your unending day upon us 
who watch for you, that our lips may praise you, our lives may bless you, 
and our worship on the morrow give you glory; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
COLLECT FOR PEACE 
Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgments, and all 
just works: Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot 
give, so that our minds may be fixed on the doing of your will, and that we, 



being delivered from the fear of all enemies, may live in peace and 
quietness; through the mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

 
PRAYER FOR MISSION 
O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole 
earth also worship you, all nations obey you, all tongues confess and bless 
you, and men and women everywhere love you and serve you in peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
THE PEACE 
All stand. 

Officiant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of 
the Lord. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN  
How bright appears the Morning Star        1982 Hymnal 497 
 
THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 
Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 



through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM  
Officiant and People 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one 
accord to make our common supplication to you; and you have 
promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three 
are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of 
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be 
best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, 
and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 
CONCLUDING VERSICLE 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
CLOSING HYMN  
Let all mortal flesh keep silence         1982 Hymnal 324 
 
CONCLUDING SENTENCE 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.  

  



Announcements 
Please keep the following people in your prayers during the coming week. 

Any names added this week are in bold. 
 

Anita Chase; Arnie Kaupp; Barbara Hulme; Carol MacPhee; David Flynn; Don Bolt; 
Donna Eby; Ellen Nordquist; Forrest Berardi; Greta Couter; Jack Willett; Jane Murphy; 
Jim Kelly; John Powderly; John Steele; Karen Guerra; Katharine LiBretto; Kathy 
Rust; Kenny Blackwell; Laurie Ghelfi Smith; Mark Poster; Norm Harbinson; Peter 
Trenouth; Raymond Reid; Sandy Underhill; Skip Nielsen; Stephanie “Petie” Blanchard; 
Suzanne and Dave Salois; Sylvia Wade; Theodora; for the repose of the soul of 
Thomas Salmon; Mark Ouellette; Valerie B. Pflock; William Underhill 
 
We ask your prayers for those serving in the military and their families: 
Aidan McKinney, Andrew Barton, Austin Vico, Harry Morini, Joel Carveiro, Josh Zabin, 
Peter Leone 
 

From the Office 

In order to have your announcements included in the weekly bulletin and Keeping 
Connected, please send them to the office by 12 Noon on Wednesday. They should 
include date, time, place, description of event and contact information and should be 
written exactly the way you want them to appear. 
 
Christ Church Food Pantry – All are welcome to the Christ Church Food Pantry!  
We are open by appointment:  Thursday 12:00-1:15 and 4:00-5:15, and Saturday 10:00-
11:15. Call the pantry message line: 508-746-4959, ext 6, BY 1 PM THE DAY BEFORE 
YOU WISH TO PICK UP YOUR ORDER. Our volunteers check messages and return 
your call from their homes to ask you what you need. 
 
If you wish to volunteer, contact Eileen Paris at eileenpca@aol.com 
For more information, please contact Barbara Wojtklewicz at 617-291-4634, or by email 
at barbara.wojtklewicz@gmail.com 

 

Advent Wreath Making - Families and parishioners are invited to learn about the 

tradition of the Advent Wreath and create your own family wreath. All materials are 

generously provided by Lynne Neeley. The activity takes place Sunday November 30th 

from 9-10 am in the Parish Hall. If you are not able to attend at 9 am, there will be 

materials and “to-go” kits available at coffee hour. 

Greening of the Church - will be Saturday 11/29 starting at 9:00am. Typically 

doesn't take that long, a couple hours or so. Any help will be appreciated.  

https://d.docs.live.net/e656e15797deee36/Announcements/September%202024/eileenpca@aol.com
mailto:barbara.wojtklewicz@gmail.com


Evening Women's Christmas Gathering - The Evening Women's Group will be 

gathering for its annual Christmas party on Wednesday, Dec. 3rd at 5PM at Connie's 

house, 15 Fremont St. Bring a sock filled with trinkets ($15 limit). 

 

All women of the parish are invited to attend with a suggested of up to a $10.00 

donation. 

 

Please RSVP by email to Connie or call 508.746.3805 

 

  



Week At - A - Glance * November 23, 2025 – November 30, 2025 

  
SUNDAY   8:00 AM Morning Prayer, Rite I  – The Last Sunday  
  after Pentecost 
 9:00 AM Church School, Grades PreK-5 
 9:00 AM Youth Formation 
 10:00 AM Matins – The Last Sunday after Pentecost 
 11:15 AM Thrift Shoppe Volunteer Meeting 
 11:30 AM Coffee Hour 
 
MONDAY   9:00 AM Morning Prayer – Facebook Live 
 10:30 AM – 11:30 AM Fore & Aft 
 
TUESDAY 10:30 AM – 11:30 AM Fore & Aft 
                                                                                                                                                                                            
WEDNESDAY 9:00 AM Morning Prayer – Facebook Live 
 9:30 AM – 3:00 PM Office Closed 
 10:30 AM – 11:30 AM Fore & Aft 
                        
THURSDAY 9:30 AM – 3:00 PM Office Closed 
    
FRIDAY 9:00 AM Morning Prayer – Facebook Live 
 9:30 AM – 3:00 PM  Office Closed 
 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM Thrift Shoppe 
 10:30 AM – 11:30 AM Fore & Aft 
 
SATURDAY     10:00 AM – 11:15 AM Food Pantry 
 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM Thrift Shoppe 
 5:00 PM Holy Eucharist Rite II – The First Saturday  
  of Advent 
 
SUNDAY   8:00 AM Holy Eucharist Rite I  – The First Sunday of  
  Advent 
 9:00 AM Advent Wreath Making 
 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist Rite II – The First Sunday of  
  Advent 
 11:30 AM Coffee Hour 

  



Christ Church Parish 

Seeking Christ in Ourselves * Serving Christ in the World 
  

JESUS CHRIST IS THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH 
  

MINISTERS 
  

All the people of Christ Church Parish 
  

 Staff  
The Rev. Melissa Howell, Rector 

The Rev. Deacons James & Natalie Thomas 
David Tyler, Parish Administrator 

 Lea Tyler, Choir Director 
Peter Litchfield, Accompanist 

Sam Stevenson, Sexton 
  

Officers and Vestry Representatives 
  Robb Pflock, Senior Warden 
John Steele, Junior Warden 

Ray Rogers, Treasurer  
Amanda Peterson, Clerk 

 
Wil Bernard, David Greene, Don Hill, Barb Hurney, Kat LiBretto,  

Judy Lutz, Makenzie Manchester, Melissa Pechey, and Nancy Ricks  
   

 149 Court Street, Plymouth, MA 02360  
Phone: 508-746-4959 

E-mail: office.christchurchplymouth@gmail.com   
 

Scan here to visit our website: 
https://www.christchurchplymouth.org/   

  
 Office Hours  

Monday - Friday 9:30 AM to 3:00 PM 

mailto:office.christchurchplymouth@gmail.com
https://www.christchurchplymouth.org/

