CHRIST CHURCH PARISH
EPISCOPAL

0:00 AM

The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

August 30, 2026

WELCOME

Christ Church is an Episcopal Parish in the Diocese of
Massachusetts. We welcome and honor the God-given
gifts that make us unique as individuals and strong as
community. You and your family are welcome regardless
of age, ethnicity, sexual orientation, marital status or prior
religious affiliation.



A Note to Parents and Caregivers with Children in Church

Thank you for bringing your children to church. We are so glad you are
here!

We know it can be difficult at times to manage little ones during the service.

For that reason, we have provided some resources which we hope will make
it easier for you and your family to enjoy worship together.

You will find books and coloring pages at the back of the Mary
Chapel. Please feel free to utilize these at any point during the service.

We have installed a TV in the nursery! You are welcome to visit the nursery
with your child during any portion of our service and join us via our
livestream.

It is okay to take breaks. If you need to step out with your child, our parish
grounds are a great place to get the wiggles out.

Above all, please remember: You and your family are very welcome here!
Though your children may be squirming, talking, or making noise, they are

also observing, copying, and learning. Children are a gift and an important
part of our community; we are grateful to have them worship with us.

Hearing assistance devices are available in labeled baskets by the sanctuary
entrances.



PRELUDE

Minuet and Little Scherzo by Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach
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OPENING ACCLAMATION

The people standing, the Celebrant says

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for
ever. Amen.

SALUTATION FOR BAPTISM

Celebrant There is one Body and one Spirit;

People There is one hope in God’s call to us;
Celebrant One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;

People One God and Father of all.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good
things: Graft in our hearts the love of your Name; increase in us
true religion; nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us
the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and
ever. Amen.



The Lessons

FIRST READING: Romans 12:9-21
The people sit.

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome.

Love should be shown without pretending. Hate evil, and hold on to what is
good. Love each other like the members of your family. Be the best at
showing honor to each other. Don’t hesitate to be enthusiastic—be on fire in
the Spirit as you serve the Lord! Be happy in your hope, stand your ground
when you’re in trouble, and devote yourselves to prayer. Contribute to the
needs of God’s people, and welcome strangers into your home. Bless people
who harass you—bless and don’t curse them. Be happy with those who are
happy, and cry with those who are crying. Consider everyone as equal, and
don’t think that you're better than anyone else. Instead, associate with
people who have no status. Don’t think that you’re so smart. Don’t pay back
anyone for their evil actions with evil actions, but show respect for what
everyone else believes is good. If possible, to the best of your ability, live at
peace with all people. Don’t try to get revenge for yourselves, my dear
friends, but leave room for God’s wrath. It is written, Revenge belongs to
me; I will pay it back, says the Lord. Instead, If your enemy is hungry,
feed himy; if he is thirsty, give him a drink. By doing this, you will pile
burning coals of fire upon his head. Don’t be defeated by evil, but defeat
evil with good.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.

Psalm 26:1-8
Remain seated.

1Give judgment for me, O LORD,
for I have lived with integrity; *
I have trusted in the Lord and have not faltered.

:Test me, O LORD, and try me; *
examine my heart and my mind.



sFor your love is before my eyes; *
I have walked faithfully with you.

] have not sat with the worthless, *
nor do I consort with the deceitful.

sI have hated the company of evildoers; *
I will not sit down with the wicked.

sI will wash my hands in innocence, O LORD, *
that I may go in procession round your altar,

Singing aloud a song of thanksgiving *
and recounting all your wonderful deeds.

sLORD, I love the house in which you dwell *
and the place where your glory abides.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Gloria, gloria, gloria MHSO 64
Agl stand.
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and on earth peace to all peo-ple in whom God is well pleased.

Words: Traditional.
Music: Pablo Sosa (b. 1933) © Pablo Sosa.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

GOSPEL: Matthew 16:21-28

All stand.

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Matthew.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.



From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he had to go to
Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders, chief priests, and legal
experts, and that he had to be killed and raised on the third day. Then Peter
took hold of Jesus and, scolding him, began to correct him: “God forbid,
Lord! This won’t happen to you.” But he turned to Peter and said, “Get
behind me, Satan. You are a stone that could make me stumble, for you are
not thinking God’s thoughts but human thoughts.” Then Jesus said to his
disciples, “All who want to come after me must say no to themselves, take
up their cross, and follow me. All who want to save their lives will lose
them. But all who lose their lives because of me will find them. Why would
people gain the whole world but lose their lives? What will people give in
exchange for their lives? For the Human One is about to come with the
majesty of his Father with his angels. And then he will repay each one for
what that person has done. I assure you that some standing here won’t die
before they see the Human One coming in his kingdom.”

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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THE SERMON The Rev. Melissa Howell
Silence may follow.



PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION OF THE CANDIDATES
The Celebrant says

The Candidate(s) for Holy Baptism will now be presented

The candidates who are unable to answer for themselves are presented
individually by their Parents and Godparents

Parents and Godparents
I present Graham Arthur Tolson to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.

When all have been presented the Celebrant asks the parents and
godparents

Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up
in the Christian faith and life?

Parents and Godparents
I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant

Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full
stature of Christ?

Parents and Godparents
I will, with God’s help.

Then the Celebrant asks the following questions of the candidates who can
speak for themselves, and of the parents and godparents who speak on
behalf of the infants and younger children

Question Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of
wickedness that rebel against God?

Answer I renounce them.

Question Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which
corrupt and destroy the creatures of God?

Answer I renounce them.

Question Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from
the love of God?

Answer I renounce them.



Question Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your

Savior?
Answer I do.
Question Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?
Answer I do.
Question Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?
Answer I do.

After all have been presented, the Celebrant addresses the congregation,
saying

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support Graham in
his life in Christ?

People We will.

The Celebrant then says these or similar words

Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew
our own baptismal covenant.

THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father?

People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven
and earth.

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He
was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born
of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to
the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the
dead.

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

People I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.



Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

People

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in
the breaking of the bread, and in the prayers?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into
sin, repent and return to the Lord?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God
in Christ?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your
neighbor as yourself?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and
respect the dignity of every human being?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you cherish the wondrous works of God, and protect and
restore the beauty and integrity of all creation?
I will, with God’s help.

PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATES
The Celebrant says to the congregation

Let us now pray for Graham who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth

The Deacon or other Person appointed leads the following petitions

Leader
People

Leader
People

Leader
People

Deliver Graham, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Open his heart to your grace and truth.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Fill him with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
Lord, hear our prayer.



Leader Keep him in the faith and communion of your holy

Church.
People Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader Teach him to love others in the power of the Spirit.
People Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader Send him into the world in witness to your love.
People Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader Bring him to the fullness of your peace and glory.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

The Celebrant says

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your
Son may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come
again in glory; who lives and reigns now and forever. Amen.

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER
The Celebrant blesses the water, first saying

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Celebrant

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit
moved in the beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of
Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son
Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as
the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection,
from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with
Christ in his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are
reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we



bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that
those who here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever
in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for
ever. Amen.

THE BAPTISM

Each candidate is presented by name to the Celebrant, or to an assisting
priest or deacon, who then immerses, or pours water upon, the candidate,
saying

Graham Arthur, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Then the Bishop or Priest places a hand on the person's head, marking on
the forehead the sign of the cross [using Chrism if desired] and saying to
each one

Graham Arthur, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as
Christ's own for ever. Amen.

The Deacon lights a candle from the Paschal candle and presents it to the
candidate, saying:

Graham, receive the light of Christ and carry it forth into the
world. Amen.

When this action has been completed for all candidates, the Bishop or
Priest, at a place in full sight of the congregation, prays over them, saying

Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have
bestowed upon Graham your servant the forgiveness of sin, and have raised
him to the new life of grace. Sustain him, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give
him an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere,
a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your
works. Amen.



WELCOME THE NEWLY BAPTIZED
When all have been baptized, the Celebrant says

Let us welcome the newly baptized.
Celebrant and People

We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of
Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in
his eternal priesthood.

THE PEACE
The Peace is now exchanged

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Holy Communion

OFFERTORY SENTENCE

If you wish to make a gift to support the ministries of
Christ Church Parish, you may place your offering in the
plate, or scan the QR code to the right to donate online.
Thank you!




OFFERTORY ANTHEM Take Me to the Water LEVAS 134
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The Great Thanksgiving

The People remain standing.

Presider The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Presider Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Presider

All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and
loving God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on
high by whom you created all things. You laid the foundations of the world
and enclosed the sea when it burst out from the womb; You brought forth
all creatures of the earth and gave breath to humankind. Wondrous are you,
Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; And so
as the morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings and all
creation as we shout with joy:
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The Presider continues

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent;
you called a people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them
from bondage and led them to a land of promise. Of your grace, you gave
Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim the coming of your holy
reign and give himself for us, a fragrant offering. Through Jesus Christ our
Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us into your life, reconciled
us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us.

We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said:
“Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of

2

me.



After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his
friends and said: “Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my
Blood, poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for
the remembrance of me.”

And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the
resurrection and ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and
presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and human hands have
made, we acclaim you, O Christ:

Presider and People

Dying, you destroyed our death.

Rising, you restored our life.

Christ Jesus, come in glory!

The Presider continues

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine

that they may be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we,
burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice and love.
Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of
time gather us with [blessed , and] all your people into the
joy of our true eternal home. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ,
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship you our God and Creator
in voices of unending praise.

Presider and People
Blessed are you now and for ever. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

People and Celebrant

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial



and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

FRACTION ANTHEM
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

INVITATION

The Presider invites the people to Communion with these or similar
words:

Wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome at God's table.

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

To receive the Sacrament, come forward when the greeters invite your
row. The greeters will show you which direction to walk depending on
which side you are seated. When you reach the minister with the bread,
hold out your hands. The minister will place the bread in your palm. You
may then receive the wine by drinking from the larger cup or intincting
(dipping) the bread in the smaller cup. If you do not wish to receive the
wine, cross your arms as you pass by the cup bearers to return to your
seat.

If you would prefer a blessing, come forward, cross your arms across
your chest, and the minister will bless you.
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

If Lay Eucharistic Visitors are being sent out to bring the Sacrament to
those who cannot be with us in-person, the following is said as the Visitors
are handed the bread and wine:

Celebrant: In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these
holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the
Communion of Christ's body and blood.

People: = We who are many are one body, for we all share one
bread and one cup.

CLOSING HYMN
Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing 1982 Hymnal 344

BLESSING

DISMISSAL
Let us go forth in the name of Christ.

People Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Just Friends by John Klenner and Sam M. Lewis

After the ministers pass by, the congregation may be seated for a time of
reflection during the postlude, or may quietly depart. All are welcome to
lemonade on the lawn outside.
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