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WELCOME 

Christ Church is an Episcopal Parish in the Diocese of 
Massachusetts.  We welcome and honor the God-given 
gifts that make us unique as individuals and strong as 

community.  You and your family are welcome regardless 
of age, ethnicity, sexual orientation, marital status or prior 

religious affiliation. 
 
 



A Note to Parents and Caregivers with Children in Church 

 

Thank you for bringing your children to church. We are so glad you are 

here! 

 

We know it can be difficult at times to manage little ones during the service. 

 

For that reason, we have provided some resources which we hope will make 

it easier for you and your family to enjoy worship together. 

 

You will find books and coloring pages at the back of the Mary 

Chapel. Please feel free to utilize these at any point during the service. 

 

We have installed a TV in the nursery! You are welcome to visit the nursery 

with your child during any portion of our service and join us via our 

livestream. 

 

It is okay to take breaks. If you need to step out with your child, our parish 

grounds are a great place to get the wiggles out. 

 

Above all, please remember: You and your family are very welcome here! 

 

Though your children may be squirming, talking, or making noise, they are 

also observing, copying, and learning. Children are a gift and an important 

part of our community; we are grateful to have them worship with us. 

 

 

 

 

Hearing assistance devices are available in labeled baskets by the sanctuary 
entrances.  

 



The Word of God 

 
ENTRANCE HYMN  
Amazing grace! how sweet the sound         1982 Hymnal 671 
 
OPENING ACCLAMATION 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be God's kingdom, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

COLLECT FOR PURITY  
The Celebrant may say 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
OPENING ANTHEM  
The following is said, all standing 

A Song of the Wilderness           Isaiah 35:1-7,10 
 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, * 
the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
It shall blossom abundantly, * 
and rejoice with joy and singing. 
They shall see the glory of the Lord, * 
the majesty of our God. 
Strengthen the weary hands, * 
and make firm the feeble knees. 
Say to the anxious, “Be strong, do not fear! * 
Here is your God, coming with judgment to save you.” 
Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened, * 
and the ears of the deaf be unstopped. 
Then shall the lame leap like a deer, * 
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness * 
and streams in the desert; 



The burning sand shall become a pool * 
and the thirsty ground, springs of water. 
The ransomed of God shall return with singing, * 
with everlasting joy upon their heads. 
Joy and gladness shall be theirs, * 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might 
destroy the works of the devil and make us children of God and 
heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify 
ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again with power 
and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and 
glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 
 
FIRST READING:         Wisdom of Solomon 6:12-16 
The people sit. 

A Reading from the book of Wisdom. 

Wisdom is radiant and unfading, and she is easily discerned by those who 
love her, and is found by those who seek her. She hastens to make herself 
known to those who desire her. One who rises early to seek her will have no 
difficulty, for she will be found sitting at the gate. To fix one’s thought on 
her is perfect understanding, and one who is vigilant on her account will 
soon be free from care, because she goes about seeking those worthy of her, 
and she graciously appears to them in their paths, and meets them in every 
thought.  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

Silence may follow. 

 
 



Psalm 70 
Remain seated. 

 1Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; * 
  O LORD, make haste to help me. 
 
 2Let those who seek my life be ashamed 
 and altogether dismayed; * 
  let those who take pleasure in my misfortune 
  draw back and be disgraced. 
 
 3Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me turn back, * 
  because they are ashamed. 
 
 4Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; * 
  let those who love your salvation say for ever, 
  “Great is the LORD!” 
 
 5But as for me, I am poor and needy; * 
  come to me speedily, O God. 
 
 6You are my helper and my deliverer; * 
  O LORD, do not tarry. 

SECOND READING:        1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
The people sit. 

A Reading from Paul's First letter to the Church in Thessalonika. 

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those 
who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 
For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, 
God will bring with him those who have died. For this we declare to you by 
the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of 
the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. For the Lord 
himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the 
sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ 
will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the 
clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be 
with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words.  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL:                Matthew 25:1-13 
All stand. 

  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids 
took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were 
foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no 
oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the 
bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at 
midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to 
meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The 
foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going 
out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; 
you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And while 
they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went 
with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other 
bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, 
‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know 
neither the day nor the hour.”  

  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
THE SERMON        The Rev. Melissa Howell 
Silence may follow. 
 
THE CREED 
All stand. 

We believe in one God, 
     the Father, the Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, 
     of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
     the only Son of God, 
     eternally begotten of the Father, 
     God from God, Light from Light, 
     true God from true God, 
     begotten, not made, 



     of one Being with the Father. 
     Through him all things were made. 
     For us and for our salvation 
         he came down from heaven, 
         was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
         and became truly human. 
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
         he suffered death and was buried. 
         On the third day he rose again 
              in accordance with the Scriptures; 
         he ascended into heaven 
              and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
         and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father, 
     who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
     who has spoken through the Prophets. 
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
     We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
          and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
All remain standing. 

The Deacon or Celebrant says: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 
The intercessor holds a moment of silence, and then says: 
 
For all people in their daily life and work; 
People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those 
who are alone. 
 
For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 
For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 



For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the 
needy. 
 
For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 
For Sean our Presiding Bishop; Julia, Ian, and Mary, our bishops; and 
for all bishops and other ministers; 
For all who serve Christ in his Church. 
 
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, including those we 
share now, either silently or aloud. 
 
Silence is held while people share their intercessions. 
Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 
 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life, in gratitude for the 
service of Jim Woodruff in whose honor and memory the high altar flowers 
have been given, all our other veterans, living and dead, and their families 
who also serve, and those blessings we share now, either silently or aloud. 
 
Silence is held while people share their thanksgivings 
We will exalt you, O God our Creator; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal 
kingdom, remembering especially Rena Melahoures and Mathias Brandt, in 
whose honor and memory the lamp of presence has been given, and those 
we name now, either silently or aloud. 
 
Silence is held while people share their intercessions. 
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 
 
Stay in place while the Celebrant prays a concluding collect. 
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude 
of your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for 



help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins to God. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

God of all mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, 

in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 

the evil we have done, 
and the evil done on our behalf. 

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the 
grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 
THE PEACE 
All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of 
the Lord. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRAYER FOR VETERANS DAY 
 



The Holy Communion 

 
OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
 

If you wish to make a gift to support the ministries of 
Christ Church Parish, you may place your offering in the 
plate, or scan the QR code to the right to donate online. 

Thank you!  
 
OFFERTORY HYMN  
Lo! he comes, with clouds descending           1982 Hymnal 57 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The People remain standing. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life 
abundant. From before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit 
moved over the deep and brought all things into being: sun, moon, and 
stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your 
image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and 
wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would 
not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your 
love. And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise 
that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we say: 
 
SANCTUS 
Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 



Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The Celebrant continues 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from 
the power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you 
looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive 
and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved 
us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and 
proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to 
himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came 
for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be 
glorified by you.  
 
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He 
took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to 
you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of 
the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 
 
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, 
crucified and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts 
of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit 
upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe 
your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body 
of Christ given for the world you have made. 
 
In the fullness of time bring us, with [__________ and] all your saints, 
from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the 
banquet prepared from the foundation of the world. Through Christ and 
with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, 
glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN 
 
 



THE LORD’S PRAYER  
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 
FRACTION ANTHEM  
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 
INVITATION 
The Presider invites the people to Communion with these or similar 
words: 
Wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome at God's table. 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

To receive the Sacrament, come forward and hold out your hands. The 
minister will place the bread in your palm. You may then receive the wine 

by drinking from the larger cup or intincting (dipping) the bread in the 
smaller cup. If you do not wish to receive the wine, cross your arms as you 

pass by the cup bearers to return to your seat. 

If you would prefer a blessing, come forward, cross your arms across 
your chest, and the minister will bless you. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN    I am the bread of life      1982 Hymnal 335 
 



POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

God of abundance, 
you have fed us 
with the bread of life and cup of salvation; 
you have united us 
with Christ and one another; 
and you have made us one 
with all your people in heaven and on earth. 
Now send us forth 
in the power of your Spirit, 
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
and continue for ever 
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

If Lay Eucharistic Visitors are being sent out to bring the Sacrament to 
those who cannot be with us in-person, the following is said as the Visitors 
are handed the bread and wine: 
Celebrant:  In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these 

holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the 
Communion of Christ's body and blood. 

People:  We who are many are one body, for we all share one 
bread and one cup. 

 
 



CLOSING HYMN  
I'm Goin'-a Sing When the Spirit Says Sing            LEVAS 117 

 

 
BLESSING 
 
DISMISSAL 
The Deacon or Celebrant dismisses the people, and the people respond: 
People Thanks be to God. 
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