CHRIST CHURCH PARISH
EPISCOPAL

5:00 PM

The Seventeenth Saturday after Pentecost

September 19, 2026
Season of Creation

WELCOME

Christ Church is an Episcopal Parish in the Diocese of
Massachusetts. We welcome and honor the God-given
gifts that make us unique as individuals and strong as
community. You and your family are welcome regardless
of age, ethnicity, sexual orientation, marital status or prior
religious affiliation.



A Note to Parents and Caregivers with Children in Church

Thank you for bringing your children to church. We are so glad you are
here!

We know it can be difficult at times to manage little ones during the service.

For that reason, we have provided some resources which we hope will make
it easier for you and your family to enjoy worship together.

You will find books and coloring pages at the back of the Mary
Chapel. Please feel free to utilize these at any point during the service.

We have installed a TV in the nursery! You are welcome to visit the nursery
with your child during any portion of our service and join us via our
livestream.

It is okay to take breaks. If you need to step out with your child, our parish
grounds are a great place to get the wiggles out.

Above all, please remember: You and your family are very welcome here!
Though your children may be squirming, talking, or making noise, they are

also observing, copying, and learning. Children are a gift and an important
part of our community; we are grateful to have them worship with us.

Hearing assistance devices are available in labeled baskets by the sanctuary
entrances.



The Word of God

ENTRANCE HYMN Canticle of the Three Young Men

Unknown
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Reprinted with permission from The Johannine. Hymnal, © Copyright 1967, 1970 by
the American Catholic Press, 1223 Rossell, Oak Park, Illinois 60302,
The pilano/organ arrangement is available in the organ edition of

The Johannine Hymnal; the song~is~also-recorded on Songs of Joy.



OPENING ACCLAMATION
The people standing, the Celebrant says

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People And blessed be God's kingdom, now and for ever.
Amen.

COLLECT FOR PURITY
The Celebrant may say

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

SONG OF PRAISE
Canticle 12: A Song of Creation - The Earth and its Creatures

Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord; sing praise and give
honor for ever.

In the high vault of heaven, glorify the Lord; sing praise and give
honor for ever.

Let the earth glorify the Lord, sing praise and give honor for
ever.

Glorify the Lord, O mountains and hills, and all that grows upon
the earth;

sing praise and give honor for ever.

Glorify the Lord, O springs of water, seas, and streams, O whales
and all that move in the waters.

All birds of the air, glorify the Lord; sing praise and give honor
for ever.

Glorify the Lord, O beasts of the wild, and all you flocks and
herds.

O people everywhere, glorify the Lord; sing praise and give
honor for ever.

Let us glorify the Lord: Father, Son and Holy Spirit; sing praise
and give honor for ever.

In the high vault of heaven, glorify the Lord; sing praise and give
honor for ever.



THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to
love things heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among
things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall
endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons

FIRST READING: Jonah 3:10--4:11
The people sit.

A Reading from the book of Jonah.

When God saw what the people of Ninevah did, how they turned from their
evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he
would bring upon them; and he did not do it. But this was very displeasing
to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the LORD and said, “O LORD!
Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled
to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to
relent from punishing. And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it
is better for me to die than to live.” And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to
be angry?” Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city,
and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to
see what would become of the city. The LORD God appointed a bush, and
made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him from
his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. But when dawn
came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so
that it withered. When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and
the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that
he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” But God said
to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes,
angry enough to die.” Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the
bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into
being in a night and perished in a night. And should I not be concerned
about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and



twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left,
and also many animals?”

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.

Psalm 145:1-8
Remain seated.

I will exalt you, O God my King, *
and bless your Name for ever and ever.

:Every day will I bless you *
and praise your Name for ever and ever.

sGreat is the LORD and greatly to be praised; *
there is no end to his greatness.

sOne generation shall praise your works to another *
and shall declare your power.

sI will ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty *
and all your marvelous works.

sThey shall speak of the might of your wondrous acts, *
and I will tell of your greatness.

"They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; *
they shall sing of your righteous deeds.

sThe LORD is gracious and full of compassion, *
slow to anger and of great kindness.



SECOND READING: Philippians 1:21-30
The people sit.

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Philippi.

To me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that
means fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard
pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that
is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am
convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for
your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your
boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. Only, live your life in a
manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you
or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in
one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel,
and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence
of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. For he
has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but
of suffering for him as well—since you are having the same struggle that
you saw I had and now hear that I still have.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.

GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16
All stand.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Matthew.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early
in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the
laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he
went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace;
and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you
whatever is right.” So they went. When he went out again about noon and
about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and
found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing
here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He said
to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.” When evening came, the owner of



the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay,
beginning with the last and then going to the first.” When those hired about
five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when
the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also
received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled
against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you
have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the
scorching heat.” But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no
wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what
belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you.
Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you
envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be
last.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON The Rev. Daphne Burt
Silence may follow.

THE CREED
All stand.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.



On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
All remain standing.

Deacon or Celebrant: Let us pray for the revealing of the reign of God in
the world, now and always.

Leader: Creator of earth, sea, and sky, kindle the fire of your Spirit within
us that we may be bold to heal and defend the earth, and pour your blessing
upon all who work for the good of the planet.

Silence

God, Giver of life,

Hear our prayer.

Breath of life, receive our thanks for the beauty of our local habitat and all
who dwell in it, and grant us the wisdom and will to conserve it.

Silence

God, Giver of life,

Hear our prayer.

Source of life, heal and redeem the wounds of your creation, and visit the
places and people who suffer from our indifference, neglect, and greed.
Silence

God, Giver of life,

Hear our prayer.



Lover of all you have made, we thank you for the wondrous diversity of your
creatures, and we pray for their well-being.

Silence

God, Giver of life,

Hear our prayer.

Author of the book of nature, receive our gratitude for places of restoration
and healing, and continue to bless those places that feed our lives and
spirits.

Silence

God, Giver of life,

Hear our prayer.

Wise Creator, whose works are full of mystery, give us wonder and
appreciation for your creatures with whom we find ourselves in conflict.
Silence

God, Giver of life,

Hear our prayer.

Giver of all good gifts, awaken us daily to our dependence upon your
bounty, and make us always thankful for the abundance of your blessings.
Silence

God, Giver of life,

Hear our prayer.

Divine Physician, heal our communities, especially those where neglect,
greed, or violence inflict suffering upon people and other creatures.
Silence

God, Giver of life,

Hear our prayer.

Comforter of all the earth, sustain the people of this congregation who
desire or need your presence and help, especially those on our parish prayer
list, and those we name now, either silently or aloud.

Silence is held for a time as people share their intercessions.

God, Giver of life,

Hear our prayer.

Rock and refuge of all your creatures, receive into everlasting mercy all
those who have died, remembering especially Sharon Steadman in whose



honor and memory the high altar flowers have been given, for the Christian,
Hill, Billingham and Beal families in whose honor and memory the lamp of
presence has been given, and those we name now, either silently aloud.
Silence is held for a time as people share their intercessions.

God, Giver of life,

Hear our prayer.

Celebrant: Creating God, your name is written on every leaf, every bird,
every river, every stone, every living being. We praise and worship you for
the magnificence of your creation. Make us attentive to the wounds of the
earth and willing to work for the healing of the whole creation, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN
The Deacon or Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and God’s creation.
Silence may be kept.

Holy and merciful God,

we confess that we have failed to honor you

by rightly claiming our kinship with all your creatures.
We have walked heavily on your earth,

overused and wasted its resources,

taken for granted its beauty and abundance,

and treated its inhabitants unjustly,

holding future generations hostage to our greed.

Have mercy on us and forgive us our sin.

Renew in us the resolve to keep and conserve your earth as you
desire and intend,

with grateful and compassionate hearts,

through your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Priest stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.



THE PEACE

All stand.
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of
the Lord.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Holy Communion

OFFERTORY SENTENCE

If you wish to make a gift to support the ministries of
Christ Church Parish, you may place your offering in the
plate, or scan the QR code to the right to donate online.

Thank you!
OFFERTORY SONG Prince of Peace
Leader People
You are holy You are holy
You are mighty You are mighty
You are worthy You are worthy
Worthy of praise Worthy of praise
I will follow I will follow
I will listen I will listen
I will love you I will love you
All of my days All of my days rpt sequence

end All of my days



The Great Thanksgiving

The People remain standing.

God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

God of all power, Source and Sustainer of the Universe, you are worthy of
glory and praise.

Glory to you for ever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: shining light and enfolding dark;
the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their
courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.

By your will they were created and have their being.

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed
us with the capacity for memory, reason, and skill. You made us the
stewards of your creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your
trust; and we turned against one another.

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you
revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your
eternal Word, born of your servant Mary, to fulfill your Law, opening for us
the way of freedom and peace.

By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with
prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who
have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their
unending hymn:



Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed are you, Lord our God, for sending us Jesus, the Christ, who on the
night he was handed over to suffering and death, took bread, said the
blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of

2

me.

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this,
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.” Remembering now his work of redemption, and
offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,

We celebrate Christ’s death and resurrection as we await the day
of his coming.

Therefore, O God, we who have been redeemed by Jesus Christ, and made a
new people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ
our Savior. Sanctify us also, and let the grace of this Holy Communion
make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the
world in his name.

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

God of our ancestors; Redeemer and Mother of Israel; God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world
about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for
solace only and not for strength; for pardon only and not for renewal.

Accept these prayers and praises, Almighty God, through Jesus Christ our
great High Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives
honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. AMEN.



THE LORD’S PRAYER
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

People and Celebrant

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

FRACTION ANTHEM
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

INVITATION

The Presider invites the people to Communion with these or similar
words:

Wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome at God's table.

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

To receive the Sacrament, come forward and hold out your hands. The
minister will place the bread in your palm. You may then receive the wine
by drinking from the larger cup or intincting (dipping) the bread in the
smaller cup. If you do not wish to receive the wine, cross your arms as you
pass by the cup bearers to return to your seat.

If you would prefer a blessing, come forward, cross your arms across
your chest, and the minister will bless you.



COMMUNION SONG God’s Coloring Book Dolly Parton

Today as I was walking in the fields just down the way
I sat down on a fallen log to pass the time away
And as I looked around me the more that I did look
The more I realized that I was viewing
God's coloring book

I saw a golden ray of sunlight a silver drop of dew
A soft, white floating cloud sailing 'cross the sky of blue
A yellow dandelion a pretty evergreen
And some red and orange flowers growing wild along the streams
And the more I look around me and the more that I do look
The more I realize that I am viewing God's coloring book

The grayness in old man's hair the pink in baby's cheeks
The blackness in a stormy sky the brown of fallen leaves
And the multicolored rainbow stretched out across the sky
And the purple haze at sunset just before the night
And the more I look around me and the more that I do look
The more I realize that I am viewing
God's coloring book

Then I turn my face toward the sky and say a silent prayer
Though God doesn't speak to me I see him everywhere
He is all around me He's everywhere I look
And each new day is but a new page
In God's coloring book
and each new day is but a new page
In God's coloring book

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Create in us a new heart and a new vision, O God,
that the gifts of your Spirit may work

in us and renew the face of the earth.

May we be one with you



so that our work is yours

and your work is ours.

Lead us to transform our lives

to reflect your glory in Creation;
through Jesus Christ our Savior

who is alive with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God now and for ever. Amen.

If Lay Eucharistic Visitors are being sent out to bring the Sacrament to
those who cannot be with us in-person, the following is said as the Visitors
are handed the bread and wine:

Celebrant: In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these
holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the
Communion of Christ's body and blood.

People: = We who are many are one body, for we all share one
bread and one cup.

CLOSING SONG Let The River Flow

Let the poor man say, “I am rich in Him.” Let the
lost man say I am found in Him.

Oh..... Let the River Flow,

Let the blind man say can see again.”
Let the dead man say “I am born again.”

Oh... Let the River Flow, Oh.... Let the River Flow-

Chorus
Let the river flow, let the river flow-
Holy Spirit come, - move in power.
Let the river flow, - let the river flow.
Holy Spirit come, - move in power.

Let the river flow, (Let the river flow).
Let the river flow, (Let the river flow).

Let the river flow, - (let the river flow)
Let the riv-er flow



BLESSING

Deep peace, deep green of the grass to you. Deep peace, deep black of the
earth to you. Deep peace, deep silver of the dew to you. Deep peace, deep
blue of the sky to you. Deep peace, deep light of the moon to you. Deep
peace of Christ, the Son of Peace, to you. And the blessing of the One, Holy,
and Triune God, be upon you and upon all of creation, this day and always.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
The Deacon or Celebrant dismisses the people, and the people respond:
People Thanks be to God.
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