CHRIST CHURCH PARISH
EPISCOPAL

10:00 AM

The First Sunday after the Epiphany

January 12, 2025

WELCOME

Christ Church is an Episcopal Parish in the Diocese of
Massachusetts. We welcome and honor the God-given
gifts that make us unique as individuals and strong as
community. You and your family are welcome regardless
of age, ethnicity, sexual orientation, marital status or prior
religious affiliation.



A Note to Parents and Caregivers with Children in Church

Thank you for bringing your children to church. We are so glad you are
here!

We know it can be difficult at times to manage little ones during the service.

For that reason, we have provided some resources which we hope will make
it easier for you and your family to enjoy worship together.

You will find books and coloring pages at the back of the Mary
Chapel. Please feel free to utilize these at any point during the service.

We have installed a TV in the nursery! You are welcome to visit the nursery
with your child during any portion of our service and join us via our
livestream.

It is okay to take breaks. If you need to step out with your child, our parish
grounds are a great place to get the wiggles out.

Above all, please remember: You and your family are very welcome here!
Though your children may be squirming, talking, or making noise, they are

also observing, copying, and learning. Children are a gift and an important
part of our community; we are grateful to have them worship with us.



The Word of God

ENTRANCE HYMN
O love, how deep, how broad, how high 1982 Hymnal 448

OPENING ACCLAMATION
The people standing, the Celebrant says

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.
Amen.

COLLECT FOR PURITY
The Celebrant may say

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

SONG OF PRAISE
Brightest and best of the stars of the morning 1982 Hymnal 117

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River
Jordan proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with
the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name
may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him
as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and
reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.



The Lessons

FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:1-7
The people sit.

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

Now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you,
O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name,
you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and
through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through
fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I am
the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your
ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. Because you are precious
in my sight, and honored, and I love you, I give people in return for you,
nations in exchange for your life. Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring
your offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you; I will say
to the north, “Give them up,” and to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my
sons from far away and my daughters from the end of the earth—everyone
who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed
and made.”

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.

Psalm 29
Remain seated.

1Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, *
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.

:Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his Name; *
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.

sThe voice of the LORD is upon the waters;
the God of glory thunders; *
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.

«The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; *
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.



sThe voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; *
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

sHe makes Lebanon skip like a calf, *
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.

"The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire;
the voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; *
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

sThe voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe *
and strips the forests bare.

sAnd in the temple of the LoRrD *
all are crying, “Glory!”

wThe LORD sits enthroned above the flood; *
the LORD sits enthroned as King forevermore.

«The LORD shall give strength to his people; *
the LORD shall give his people the blessing of peace.

SECOND READING: Acts 8:14-17
The people sit.

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the
word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. The two went down and
prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit (for as yet the Spirit
had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of
the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they
received the Holy Spirit.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.

SEQUENCE HYMN
We three kings of Orient are 1982 Hymnal 128
All stand.



GOSPEL: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
All stand.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Luke.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered
all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more
powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing
fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into
his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” Now when
all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and
was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon
him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my
Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON The Rev. Melissa Howell
Silence may follow.

THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT
All stand.

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father?

People 1believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven
and earth.

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

People 1believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,



Celebrant
People

Celebrant

People
Celebrant

People
Celebrant

People
Celebrant

People
Celebrant

People
Celebrant

People
Celebrant

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in
the breaking of the bread, and in the prayers?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into
sin, repent and return to the Lord?

I will, with God’s help.

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God
in Christ?

I will, with God’s help.

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your
neighbor as yourself?

I will, with God’s help.

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and
respect the dignity of every human being?

I will, with God’s help.

Will you cherish the wondrous works of God, and protect and
restore the beauty and integrity of all creation?

I will, with God’s help.

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus
Christ your Son may live in the power of his resurrection and
look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns, now
and for ever. Amen.



THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
All remain standing.

Deacon or Celebrant: Glorious and Wondrous God, in thankfulness and
confidence we lift our hopes and needs to you in prayer as we say, Lord in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

Leader: Raise up in your church leaders whose lives are centered in the
love of Christ and whose hearts yearn for justice and peace.

Silence.

Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

For the churches in our diocese, for Sean our Presiding Bishop, Julia and
Carol our Bishops, Melissa our Priest, James and Natalie our Deacons, and
each of us in our vocations and ministries.

Silence

Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Enter into the hearts of those with authority in our nation that they might
work for the fellowship of all people and bring about a world where enemies
are reconciled and conflict ceases.

Silence.

Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Inspire this assembly through the inbreaking of the Spirit in our lives that
our faiths may be bolstered and our commitment to the gospel mission
renewed.

Silence.

Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Instill in us awe and thankfulness for the majesty of your created world,
that we might be good stewards and develop sustainable practices so that
nature’s abundance might be available to all future generations. We give
you thanks for all the gifts of your creation and of our lives, especially the
16th birthday of Juliet Nielsen in whose honor the Lamp of Presence has
been given, and for the blessings we name now, either silently or aloud.
Silence is held for a time as people share their thanksgivings.



Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Bring healing to the sick and hurting, mend the fractured and broken, grant
hope to the fearful and anxious, and grant peace and the knowledge of your
love to all people. We pray especially for those on our parish prayer list, for
all affected by the fires in southern California, and for those we name now,
either silently or aloud.

Silence is held for a time as people share their intercessions.

Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Grant to the faithful departed peace and rest in your eternal love, and
welcome us into the resurrection alongside all your saints. We pray for all
who have died, remembering especially today Nancy Jean Bernhardt, and
those we name now, either silently or aloud.

Silence is held for a time as people share their intercessions.

Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Celebrant: Hear our prayers and grant our desires as may be best for us
and in ways that show forth your grace and mercy. All this we ask through
our only advocate and Lord, Jesus, who is Christ and lives with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN
The Deacon or Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Minister and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,



have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE

All stand.

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of
the Lord.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Holy Communion

OFFERTORY SENTENCE

If you wish to make a gift to support the ministries of
Christ Church Parish, you may place your offering in the
plate, or scan the QR code to the right to donate online.
Thank you!

OFFERTORY ANTHEM

The Great Thanksgiving
The People remain standing.
Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People It is right to give our thanks and praise.



Celebrant

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life
abundant. From before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit
moved over the deep and brought all things into being: sun, moon, and
stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your
image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and
wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would
not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your
love. And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise
that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing;:

SANCTUS Holy, holy, holy 1982 Hymnal S 125

The Celebrant continues

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from
the power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you
looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive
and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved
us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and
proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to
himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came
for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be
glorified by you.

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He
took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said:
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to
you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of
the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of

b

me.

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ,
crucified and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts
of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit
upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe



your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body
of Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of time bring
us, with [ and] all your saints, from every tribe and language
and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the
foundation of the world.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN

THE LORD’S PRAYER
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

People and Celebrant

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
FRACTION ANTHEM Christ our Passover 1982 Hymnal S 151

INVITATION
The Presider invites the people to Communion with these or similar
words: Wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome at God's table.

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

To receive the Sacrament, come forward in two lines down the center
aisle, to either the main altar or the chapel altar rail. Please fill in all the
spaces along the rail. Standing or kneeling, hold out your hands. The
minister will place the bread in your palm. You may then receive the wine
by drinking from the larger cup or intincting (dipping) the bread in the



smaller cup. If you do not wish to receive the wine, cross your arms across

your chest as the cup bearers come to you. If you would prefer a blessing,
come forward to the rail, cross your arms across your chest, and the

minister will bless you.

At the main altar, once you have received, stand and exit through the side
door closest to you (either left past the organ or right through the choir
room) to walk around and back into the sanctuary, using the side aisles to
return to your seat.
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

God of abundance,

you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation;

you have united us with Christ and one another;

and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on
earth.

Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,

that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world

and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

If Lay Eucharistic Visitors are being sent out to bring the Sacrament to
those who cannot be with us in-person, the following is said as the Visitors
are handed the bread and wine:

Celebrant: In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these
holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the
Communion of Christ's body and blood.

People: = We who are many are one body, for we all share one
bread and one cup.

BLESSING
CLOSING HYMN Go tell it on the mountain 1982 Hymnal 99
DISMISSAL

The Deacon or Celebrant dismisses the people.
The people respond: Thanks be to God.



Announcements

Please keep the following people in your prayers during the coming week.
Any names added this week are in bold.

Amy Dunlap; Anita Chase; Bea Estes; Caleb Eaton and family; Carol Owen; Cindy
Boyer; Darlene Parnass; David Greene; Dianne Powers; Don Bolt; Donna Eby; Doug
Perry; Elaine Christian; Ellen Nordquist; Fred Thornton; Gail Elliott; Greta Couter;
Harvey LeSueur; John Davidson; Karen Guerra; Karen Romero; Kate Taylor;
Katharine LiBretto; the family of Kent Kopke; Kim Fillian; Jack Bersani; Jim Davis;
John Crosby; Lauren Parnass; Laurie Ghelfi Smith; Linda Garrone; Lynne Neeley;
Maryanne Kerrigan; Rev. Melissa Howell; Michelle and Michael Almeida; for the
repose of the soul of Nancy Jean Bernhardt; Nicole Smith; Norm Zinger; Owen
Smith; Paula Darsch; Polly Chadwick; Ray Rogers; Ron Kleiner; Sandy Burgess; Sam
(Samantha) and Mike (Michael); Sam Barry; Sharon Steadman; Steven Mills-Price;
Suzanne and Dave Salois; Suzanne Williamson-Vico; Tim N.; Tina MacAllister; Tyler
Christian; Ursula Gari; Valerie B. Pflock; William Underhill

We ask your prayers for those serving in the military and their families:
Aidan McKinney, Andrew Barton, Austin Vico, Harry Morini, Joel Carveiro, Josh Zabin

From the Office

In order to have your announcements included in the weekly bulletin and Keeping
Connected, please send them to the office by 12 Noon on Wednesday. They should
include date, time, place, description of event and contact information and should be
written exactly the way you want them to appear.

There will be no 10am service of Holy Eucharist here Sunday 1/19.
Instead, please join our wider community at a 10:30am interfaith service of
prayer honoring Martin Luther King, Jr at Church of the Pilgrimage,

8 Town Square in Plymouth.

Our Saturday 5p and Sunday 8a services of Holy Eucharist will take place
here as normal.

Resources for Families in Church: Just a reminder that there are activities for kids,
including a small table and chairs, in the back of the church. We are also providing
special bulletins for kids that are aligned with the week's lessons at the front and back
entrances. These bulletins have a variety of coloring, brain teasers, puzzles, and other
fun activities. For students in grades PreK-1, Su will be available in the nursery to
monitor young students who need a separate space during the church service. We hope
that these resources will support family attendance at the 10 am service. Please let us
know if you have any other ideas for ways to welcome children and families at Christ
Church: education@christchurchplymouth.org



mailto:education@christchurchplymouth.org

Christ Church Thrift Shoppe - The Thrift Shoppe leaders are pleased to announce
Q4 outreach designation in the amount of $2500 to Hope Floats Healing and Wellness
Center in Kingston.

Hope Floats is a non-profit foundation whose mission is bereavement support and
education for adults, children, teens, and their families who are grieving, dealing with
illness, or facing other life challenges.

The center offers free support services including yoga, meditation, group discussion,
retreats, and mini-body treatments that bring hope and healing to those in need.
For more information, visit them online at hopefloatswellness.org or call 781.585.4221

Overnights of Hospitality - Starting Sunday, December 1st, The Plymouth Taskforce
to End Homelessness, in collaboration with the Fr. Bill’s and Mainspring (FBMS)
organization, will offer winter emergency shelter to 20-25 single individuals through
Saturday, April 5th. We can’t continue this important ministry without your help.

We need folks to serve as Shelter Volunteers and Meal Providers. Shelter Volunteers
commit to give one evening of their time from 4:45 to approximately 8 PM. They
provide support to the FBMS staff. Meal Providers prepare meals at home to serve at the
shelter.

By volunteering we show our unhoused neighbors that they are not forgotten. We who
have volunteered in the past have been touched by the appreciation shown by many of
the guests. It has been a very rewarding experience!

The shelter rotates weekly among three congregations beginning Sunday, December 15t
through Saturday, April 5t - Christ Church, First Baptist Church and St Mary’s and St
Joseph Collaborative at St Mary’s Parish Center, using the fellowship halls. Orientation
is provided.

To sign up as a Shelter Volunteer or Meal Provider, go to
https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/kqwsgd. Slots for Meal Provider tend to fill up
quickly. To review the Shelter Volunteer and Meal Provider guidelines, go to
https://plymouth-taskforce-homeless.org

Questions? Call Connie Melahoures, President of the Plymouth Taskforce to End
Homelessness at 508.367.0516 or email conmel@aol.com or call Kat Libretto, our
shelter coordinator at 201.286.5591 or email katlibtetto@gmail.com
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Christ Church Food Pantry —

All are welcome to the Christ Church Food Pantry!

We are open by appointment: Tuesday 4:00-5:15, Thursday 12:00-1:15 and 4:00-5:15,
and Saturday 10:00-11:15. Call the pantry message line: 508-746-4959, ext 6, BY 1 PM
THE DAY BEFORE YOU WISH TO PICK UP YOUR ORDER. Our volunteers check
messages and return your call from their homes to ask you what you need.

Leave a message if you wish to donate non-perishable food and household items, or you
may leave your donations under the mailboxes outside the office or in the front entrance
to the sanctuary. Squirrels like to get into any bags left on the porch of the food pantry!

If you wish to volunteer, contact Eileen Paris at eileenpca@aol.com
For more information, please contact Barbara Wojtklewicz at 617-291-4634, or by email
at barbara.wojtklewicz@gmail.com

2025 Stewardship Campaign
Walk in Love
Support Christ Church and its Ministries

$320,000
$252,114

$240,000

$160,000

$80,000

S0
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Week At - A - Glance * January 12, 2025 — January 19, 2025

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

8:00 AM

9:00 AM
9:00 AM
10:00 AM

11:15 AM
11:15 AM

9:00 AM
10:30 AM — 11:30 AM
7:00 PM

10:30 AM — 11:30 AM
12:30 PM

4:00 PM - 5:15 PM
5:30 PM

WEDNESDAY 9:00 AM

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

10:30 AM —11:30 AM
5:00 PM

10:00 AM

10:00 AM — 4:00 PM
10:30 AM — 11:30 AM
12:00 PM - 1:15 PM
1:00 PM

4:00 PM — 5:15 PM
6:00 PM

9:00 AM
10:00 AM — 4:00 PM
10:30 AM - 11:30 AM

10:00 AM - 11:15 AM
10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
5:00 PM

8:00 AM

9:00 AM
9:00 AM
10:30 AM

Holy Eucharist Rite I — The First Sunday
after the Epiphany

Church School (Adults and Grades Pre-K — 5)
Choir Rehearsal

Holy Eucharist Rite II — The First Sunday
after the Epiphany

Coffee Hour

Nominating Committee

Morning Prayer — Facebook Live
Fore & Aft
Building & Grounds Committee

Fore & Aft

Pastoral Care

Food Pantry
Finance Committee

Morning Prayer — Facebook Live
Fore & Aft
Parish Ministry Network

Bible Study
Thrift Shoppe
Fore & Aft

Food Pantry
Book Study
Food Pantry
Choir Rehearsal

Morning Prayer — Facebook Live
Thrift Shoppe
Fore & Aft

Food Pantry

Thrift Shoppe

Holy Eucharist Rite II — The Second
Saturday after the Epiphany —
music with The Hills

Holy Eucharist Rite I — The Second Sunday
after the Epiphany

Church School (Adults and Grades Pre-K — 5)
Choir Rehearsal — at Church of the Pilgrimage
Interfaith service of prayer honoring
Martin Luther King, Jr at Church of the
Pilgrimage, 8 Town Square in Plymouth



Christ Church Parish
Seeking Christ in Ourselves * Serving Christ in the World

JESUS CHRIST IS THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH

MINISTERS

All the people of Christ Church Parish

Staff
The Rev. Melissa Howell, Rector
The Rev. Deacons James & Natalie Thomas
David Tyler, Parish Administrator
Lea Tyler, Choir Director
Su D’Ambrosio, Sunday School Coordinator

Officers and Vestry Representatives
Bill Ferguson, Senior Warden
John Steele, Junior Warden
Ray Rogers, Treasurer
Brenna Buckley, Clerk

Wil Bernard, Barb Hurney, Kat LiBretto, Judy Lutz, Makenzie Manchester,
Ellen McTighe, Becky Metzger, Amanda Peterson, and Jack Willett

149 Court Street, Plymouth, MA 02360
Phone: 508-746-4959
E-mail: office.christchurchplymouth@gmail.com

Scan here to visit our website:
https://www.christchurchplymouth.org/
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Office Hours
Monday - Friday 9:30 AM to 3:00 PM
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