CHRIST CHURCH PARISH
EPISCOPAL

0:00 AM

The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

July 20, 2025

WELCOME

Christ Church is an Episcopal Parish in the Diocese of
Massachusetts. We welcome and honor the God-given
gifts that make us unique as individuals and strong as
community. You and your family are welcome regardless
of age, ethnicity, sexual orientation, marital status or prior
religious affiliation.



A Note to Parents and Caregivers with Children in Church

Thank you for bringing your children to church. We are so glad you are
here!

We know it can be difficult at times to manage little ones during the service.

For that reason, we have provided some resources which we hope will make
it easier for you and your family to enjoy worship together.

You will find books and coloring pages at the back of the Mary
Chapel. Please feel free to utilize these at any point during the service.

We have installed a TV in the nursery! You are welcome to visit the nursery
with your child during any portion of our service and join us via our
livestream.

It is okay to take breaks. If you need to step out with your child, our parish
grounds are a great place to get the wiggles out.

Above all, please remember: You and your family are very welcome here!
Though your children may be squirming, talking, or making noise, they are

also observing, copying, and learning. Children are a gift and an important
part of our community; we are grateful to have them worship with us.



PRELUDE

ENTRANCE HYMN
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart 1982 Hymnal 488

OPENING ACCLAMATION
The people standing, the Celebrant says

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People And blessed be God's kingdom, now and for
ever. Amen.

SALUTATION FOR BAPTISM

Celebrant There is one Body and one Spirit;

People There is one hope in God’s call to us;
Celebrant One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;

People One God and Father of all.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our
necessities before we ask and our ignorance in asking: Have
compassion on our weakness, and mercifully give us those things
which for our unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness
we cannot ask; through the worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lessons

FIRST READING: Amos 8:1-12
The people sit.

A Reading from the book of the prophet Amos.

This is what the Lord Gob showed me—a basket of summer fruit. He said,
“Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A basket of summer fruit.” Then the
LORD said to me, “The end has come upon my people Israel; I will never



again pass them by. The songs of the temple shall become wailings in that
day,” says the Lord Gob; “the dead bodies shall be many, cast out in every
place. Be silent!” Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to
ruin the poor of the land, saying, “When will the new moon be over so that
we may sell grain; and the sabbath, so that we may offer wheat for sale? We
will make the ephah small and the shekel great, and practice deceit with
false balances, buying the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals,
and selling the sweepings of the wheat.” The LORD has sworn by the pride of
Jacob: Surely I will never forget any of their deeds. Shall not the land
tremble on this account, and everyone mourn who lives in it, and all of it
rise like the Nile, and be tossed about and sink again, like the Nile of Egypt?
On that day, says the Lord Gob, I will make the sun go down at noon, and
darken the earth in broad daylight. I will turn your feasts into mourning,
and all your songs into lamentation; I will bring sackcloth on all loins, and
baldness on every head; I will make it like the mourning for an only son,
and the end of it like a bitter day. The time is surely coming, says the Lord
GoD, when I will send a famine on the land; not a famine of bread, or a
thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD. They shall wander
from sea to sea, and from north to east; they shall run to and fro, seeking
the word of the LORrRD, but they shall not find it.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.

Psalm 52
Remain seated.

'You tyrant, why do you boast of wickedness *
against the godly all day long?

You plot ruin;
your tongue is like a sharpened razor, *
O worker of deception.

sYou love evil more than good *
and lying more than speaking the truth.

sYou love all words that hurt, *
O you deceitful tongue.



sOh, that God would demolish you utterly, *
topple you, and snatch you from your dwelling,
and root you out of the land of the living!

sThe righteous shall see and tremble, *
and they shall laugh at him, saying,

*This is the one who did not take God for a refuge, *
but trusted in great wealth
and relied upon wickedness.”

sBut I am like a green olive tree in the house of God; *
I trust in the mercy of God for ever and ever.

oI will give you thanks for what you have done *
and declare the goodness of your Name in the presence of the godly.

SECOND READING: Colossians 1:15-28
The people sit.

A reading from the letter to the Colossians.

Jesus is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in
him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things
have been created through him and for him. He himself is before all things,
and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church;
he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to
have first place in everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased
to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all
things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood
of his cross. And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing
evil deeds, he has now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to
present you holy and blameless and irreproachable before him—provided
that you continue securely established and steadfast in the faith, without
shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that you heard, which has
been proclaimed to every creature under heaven. I, Paul, became a servant
of this gospel. I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my
flesh I am completing what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of
his body, that is, the church. I became its servant according to God’s
commission that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully



known, the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and
generations but has now been revealed to his saints. To them God chose to
make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of
this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. It is he whom we
proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that
we may present everyone mature in Christ.

Reader
People

Silence may follow.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: Luke 10:38-42
All stand.
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

As Jesus and his disciples went on their way, he entered a village where a
woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. She had a sister
named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying.
But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him and
asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by
myself? Tell her then to help me.” But the Lord answered her, “Martha,
Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things; there is need of
only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken

away from her.”




Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON The Rev. Melissa Howell

PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION OF THE CANDIDATES
The Celebrant says

The Candidate(s) for Holy Baptism will now be presented

The candidates who are unable to answer for themselves are presented
individually by their Parents and Godparents

Parents and Godparents
I present Vivienne Elaine Richards to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.

When all have been presented the Celebrant asks the parents and
godparents

Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up
in the Christian faith and life?

Parents and Godparents
I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant

Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full
stature of Christ?

Parents and Godparents
I will, with God’s help.

Then the Celebrant asks the following questions of the candidates who can
speak for themselves, and of the parents and godparents who speak on
behalf of the infants and younger children

Question Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of
wickedness that rebel against God?

Answer I renounce them.

Question Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which

corrupt and destroy the creatures of God?
Answer I renounce them.



Question Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from

the love of God?
Answer I renounce them.
Question Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your
Savior?
Answer I do.
Question Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?
Answer I do.
Question Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?
Answer I do.

After all have been presented, the Celebrant addresses the congregation,
saying

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support Vivienne
in her life in Christ?

People We will.

The Celebrant then says these or similar words

Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew
our own baptismal covenant.

THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father?

People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven
and earth.

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He
was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born
of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to
the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the

Father. He will come again to judge the living and the
dead.



Celebrant
People

Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

People

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in
the breaking of the bread, and in the prayers?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into
sin, repent and return to the Lord?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God
in Christ?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your
neighbor as yourself?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and
respect the dignity of every human being?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you cherish the wondrous works of God, and protect and
restore the beauty and integrity of all creation?
I will, with God’s help.

PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATES
The Celebrant says to the congregation

Let us now pray for Vivienne who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth

The Deacon or other Person appointed leads the following petitions

Leader
People

Leader
People

Deliver Vivienne, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Open her heart to your grace and truth.
Lord, hear our prayer.



Leader Fill her with your holy and life-giving Spirit.

People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Keep her in the faith and communion of your holy
Church.

People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Teach her to love others in the power of the Spirit.

People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Send her into the world in witness to your love.

People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Bring her to the fullness of your peace and glory.

People Lord, hear our prayer.

The Celebrant says

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your
Son may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come
again in glory; who lives and reigns now and forever. Amen.

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER
The Celebrant blesses the water, first saying

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Celebrant

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit
moved in the beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of
Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son
Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as
the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection,
from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.



We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with
Christ in his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are
reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we
bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that
those who here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever
in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for
ever. Amen.

THE BAPTISM

Each candidate is presented by name to the Celebrant, or to an assisting
priest or deacon, who then immerses, or pours water upon, the candidate,
saying

Vivienne Elaine, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Then the Bishop or Priest places a hand on the person's head, marking on
the forehead the sign of the cross [using Chrism if desired] and saying to
each one

Vivienne Elaine, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked
as Christ's own for ever. Amen.

The Deacon lights a candle from the Paschal candle and presents it to the
candidate, saying:

Vivienne, receive the light of Christ and carry it forth into the world.
Amen.

When this action has been completed for all candidates, the Bishop or
Priest, at a place in full sight of the congregation, prays over them, saying

Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have
bestowed upon Vivienne your servant the forgiveness of sin, and have
raised her to the new life of grace. Sustain her, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit.
Give her an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to



persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in
all your works. Amen.

WELCOME THE NEWLY BAPTIZED
When all have been baptized, the Celebrant says

Let us welcome the newly baptized.
Celebrant and People

We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of
Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in
his eternal priesthood.

THE PEACE
The Peace is now exchanged

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Today we remember Linda Bencks, in whose honor and memory the
Lamp of Presence has been given.

The Holy Communion

OFFERTORY SENTENCE

If you wish to make a gift to support the ministries of
Christ Church Parish, you may place your offering in the
plate, or scan the QR code to the right to donate online.
Thank you!
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[www.hopepublishing.com]. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

DOXOLOGY

The People remain standing.

1982 Hymnal 380, v3
The Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.



Celebrant

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life
abundant. From before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit
moved over the deep and brought all things into being: sun, moon, and
stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your
image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and
wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would
not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your
love. And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise
that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing;:
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The Celebrant continues

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from
the power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you
looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive
and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God.

Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners,
healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw
all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love.
Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his
life, and to be glorified by you.

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He
took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said:
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to
you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of
the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of

»

me.

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ,
crucified and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts
of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit
upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe
your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body
of Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of time bring
us, with [ and] all your saints, from every tribe and language
and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the
foundation of the world. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and
ever. AMEN




THE LORD’S PRAYER
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

People and Celebrant

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

FRACTION ANTHEM
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

INVITATION

The Presider invites the people to Communion with these or similar
words:

Wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome at God's table.

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

To receive the Sacrament, come forward and hold out your hands. The
minister will place the bread in your palm. You may then receive the wine
by drinking from the larger cup or intincting (dipping) the bread in the
smaller cup. If you do not wish to receive the wine, cross your arms as you
pass by the cup bearers to return to your seat.

If you would prefer a blessing, come forward, cross your arms across
your chest, and the minister will bless you.
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

God of abundance,

you have fed us

with the bread of life and cup of salvation;
you have united us

with Christ and one another;

and you have made us one

with all your people in heaven and on earth.
Now send us forth

in the power of your Spirit,

that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world
and continue for ever

in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

If Lay Eucharistic Visitors are being sent out to bring the Sacrament to
those who cannot be with us in-person, the following is said as the Visitors
are handed the bread and wine:

Celebrant: In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these
holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the
Communion of Christ's body and blood.

People: = We who are many are one body, for we all share one
bread and one cup.

BLESSING
The Priest blesses the people, saying

Life is short, and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those
who travel with us on the way. So make haste to love. Be quick to be kind.
And the blessing of the One, Holy, and Triune God be upon you, and all
those you love, this day and always. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN Joyful, joyful, we adore thee 1982 Hymnal 376

DISMISSAL
The Deacon or Celebrant dismisses the people.
The people respond: Thanks be to God.



Announcements

Please keep the following people in your prayers during the coming week.
Any names added this week are in bold.

Barbara Hulme; for the repose of the soul of Bob Steele; for the repose of the soul
of Chad; Don Bolt; Donna Eby; Ellen Nordquist; Greta Couter; Jack Willett; Jane
Murphy; Jean Belle Bernhardt; for the repose of the soul of Jeanne Patenaude-
Lane Jim Kelly; Katharine LiBretto; Laurie Ghelfi Smith; Mark Poster; Norm
Harbinson; Peter Trenouth; Sandy Underhill; Sharon Steadman; Skip Nielsen; Suzanne
and Dave Salois; Valerie B. Pflock; William Underhill

We ask your prayers for those serving in the military and their families:
Aidan McKinney, Andrew Barton, Austin Vico, Harry Morini, Joel Carveiro, Josh Zabin

From the Office

In order to have your announcements included in the weekly bulletin and Keeping
Connected, please send them to the office by 12 Noon on Wednesday. They should
include date, time, place, description of event and contact information and should be
written exactly the way you want them to appear.

Summer Office Hours - In July and August, our church office will be closed on
Fridays. We will resume our normal Monday through Friday office schedule in
September.

Summer Sunday Worship Schedule Changes - Starting June 15, Christ Church
will transition to our summer worship schedule. We warmly invite you to join us for our
Saturday service of Holy Eucharist at 5pm or Sunday service of Holy Eucharist at gam.

Following the Sunday 9am service, we will be gathering for a delightful tradition:
Lemonade on the Lawn. This is more than just refreshments; it's an opportunity to
mingle, connect, and bask in the sunshine together. We'd love to see you there!

Christ Church Food Pantry — All are welcome to the Christ Church Food Pantry!
We are open by appointment: Tuesday 12:00-1:15, Thursday 12:00-1:15 and 4:00-
5:15, and Saturday 10:00-11:15. Call the pantry message line: 508-746-4959, ext 6, BY 1
PM THE DAY BEFORE YOU WISH TO PICK UP YOUR ORDER. Our volunteers check
messages and return your call from their homes to ask you what you need.

If you wish to volunteer, contact Eileen Paris at eileenpca@aol.com
For more information, please contact Barbara Wojtklewicz at 617-291-4634, or by email
at barbara.wojtklewicz@gmail.com
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An Invitation to the Ministry of the Altar Guild - During the month of July, each
Saturday morning at 10am and each Sunday morning following the gam service, I am
available to meet with anyone interested in being part of the Altar Guild Ministry at
Christ Church Parish ~ to answer any questions, whether experienced or new to this
“behind the scenes”, contemplative ministry of our parish. The meeting place will be the
sacristy which is the sacred room for our priests, deacons and altar guild ministers. The
summer weeks of July are a good opportunity for this ministry renewal since we have
one less service. Also our brass collection plates and many candles have been put aside
for now. It is a simpler and lighter time. Always with grateful appreciation for our
current ministers of the Altar Guild. If there are any questions I can be reached by email
or phone ~ Robin Nielsen, Altar Guild Ministry leader ~

774-454-2776 robinmarianielsen @gmail.com

Christ Church Thrift Shoppe - This weekend marks “Senior Week,” and for those of
you who are ages 60 and up, everything in the shop (unless marked “not in sale”) is half-
off, including clothing.

And for next week, be sure to mark your calendars for our Jewelry Extravaganza. We
put out the call for donations of jewelry and so many answered the call (hearty thanks to
all!). Many incredible pieces, both costume jewelry and sterling silver, never before
displayed, will be part of this special sale starting Thursday, July 24th at 10am, and
continuing through till Saturday, July 26th at 1pm. So be it a bracelet, necklace,
earrings, or other piece, come see what we have in store.

Shoppe Hours:
Thursday and Friday 10-4
Saturday 10-1

Thank you — Annie Laurie Babson would like to thank the parishioners of Christ
Church, especially Connie Melahoures for their assistance with Jack Babson’s service.
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

Week At - A - Glance * July 20, 2025 — July 27, 2025

9:00 AM
10:30 AM

9:00 AM
10:30 AM —11:30 AM

10:30 AM — 11:30 AM
12:00 PM - 1:15 PM

WEDNESDAY 9:00 AM

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

10:30 AM — 11:30 AM

10:00 AM — 4:00 PM
10:30 AM — 11:30 AM
12:00 PM - 1:15 PM
4:00 PM — 5:15 PM

9:30 AM — 3:00 PM
9:00 AM

10:00 AM — 4:00 PM
10:30 AM - 11:30 AM

10:00 AM - 11:15 AM
10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
5:00 PM
9:00 AM

10:30 AM

Holy Baptism — The Sixth Sunday after
Pentecost
Lemonade on the Lawn

Morning Prayer — Facebook Live
Fore & Aft

Fore & Aft
Food Pantry

Morning Prayer — Facebook Live
Fore & Aft

Thrift Shoppe
Fore & Aft
Food Pantry
Food Pantry

Office Closed

Morning Prayer — Facebook Live
Thrift Shoppe

Fore & Aft

Food Pantry

Thrift Shoppe

Holy Eucharist Rite II — The Seventh
Saturday after Pentecost

Holy Eucharist — The Seventh Sunday after

Pentecost
Lemonade on the Lawn
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Peter Litchfield, Accompanist
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Scan here to visit our website:
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.I

Office Hours
Monday - Friday 9:30 AM to 3:00 PM
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