CHRIST CHURCH PARISH
EPISCOPAL

10:00 AM

The Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost

October 18, 2026

WELCOME

Christ Church is an Episcopal Parish in the Diocese of
Massachusetts. We welcome and honor the God-given
gifts that make us unique as individuals and strong as
community. You and your family are welcome regardless
of age, ethnicity, sexual orientation, marital status or prior
religious affiliation.



A Note to Parents and Caregivers with Children in Church

Thank you for bringing your children to church. We are so glad you are
here!

We know it can be difficult at times to manage little ones during the service.

For that reason, we have provided some resources which we hope will make
it easier for you and your family to enjoy worship together.

You will find books and coloring pages at the back of the Mary
Chapel. Please feel free to utilize these at any point during the service.

We have installed a TV in the nursery! You are welcome to visit the nursery
with your child during any portion of our service and join us via our
livestream.

It is okay to take breaks. If you need to step out with your child, our parish
grounds are a great place to get the wiggles out.

Above all, please remember: You and your family are very welcome here!
Though your children may be squirming, talking, or making noise, they are

also observing, copying, and learning. Children are a gift and an important
part of our community; we are grateful to have them worship with us.

Hearing assistance devices are available in labeled baskets by the sanctuary
entrances.



The Word of God
PRELUDE

Sonatina by Anton Andre

ENTRANCE HYMN

Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 1982 Hymnal 544

OPENING ACCLAMATION

The people standing, the Celebrant says
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.
Amen.
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1. If ev - er 1 loved___ thee, my Je - sus, ’tis now.
2. If ev - er 1 loved___ thee, my Je - sus, ’tis now.
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your
glory among the nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that
your Church throughout the world may persevere with steadfast
faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.



The Lessons

FIRST READING: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
The people sit.

A Reading from Paul’s First letter to the Church in Thessalonika.

From Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy. To the Thessalonians’ church that is in
God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace and peace to all of you. We
always thank God for all of you when we mention you constantly in our
prayers. This is because we remember your work that comes from faith,
your effort that comes from love, and your perseverance that comes from
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and Father.
Brothers and sisters, you are loved by God, and we know that he has chosen
you. We know this because our good news didn’t come to you just in speech
but also with power and the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. You
know as well as we do what kind of people we were when we were with you,
which was for your sake. You became imitators of us and of the Lord when
you accepted the message that came from the Holy Spirit with joy in spite of
great suffering. As a result you became an example to all the believers in
Macedonia and Achaia. The message about the Lord rang out from you, not
only in Macedonia and Achaia but in every place. The news about your
faithfulness to God has spread so that we don’t even need to mention it.
People tell us about what sort of welcome we had from you and how you
turned to God from idols. As a result, you are serving the living and true
God, and you are waiting for his Son from heaven. His Son is Jesus, who is
the one he raised from the dead and who is the one who will rescue us from
the coming wrath.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.



Psalm 99
Remain seated.

The Lord is King;
let the people tremble. *
He is enthroned upon the cherubim;
let the earth shake.

2The Lord is great in Zion; *
he is high above all peoples.

3Let them confess his Name, which is great and awesome; *
he is the Holy One.

4“0 mighty King, lover of justice,
you have established equity; *
you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.”

5Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God
and fall down before his footstool; *
he is the Holy One.

6Moses and Aaron among his priests,
and Samuel among those who call upon his Name, *
they called upon the Lord, and he answered them.

7He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; *
they kept his testimonies and the decree that he gave them.

80 Lord our God, you answered them indeed; *
you were a God who forgave them,
yet punished them for their evil deeds.

9Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God
and worship him upon his holy hill; *
for the Lord our God is the Holy One.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Jesus, our mighty Lord 1982 Hymnal 478 VS 1
All stand.
GOSPEL: Matthew 22:15-22
All stand.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Matthew.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Then the Pharisees met together to find a way to trap Jesus in his words.
They sent their disciples, along with the supporters of Herod, to him.
“Teacher,” they said, “we know that you are genuine and that you teach
God’s way as it really is. We know that you are not swayed by people’s
opinions, because you don’t show favoritism. So tell us what you think:
Does the Law allow people to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” Knowing their
evil motives, Jesus replied, “Why do you test me, you hypocrites? Show me
the coin used to pay the tax.” And they brought him a denarion. “Whose
image and inscription is this?” he asked. “Caesar’s,” they replied. Then he
said, “Give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to
God.” When they heard this they were astonished, and they departed.

The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Jesus, our mighty Lord 1982 Hymnal 478 VS 1

THE SERMON The Rev. Melissa Howell
Silence may follow.

THE CREED
All stand.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,



eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
All remain standing.

The Deacon or Celebrant says: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

The intercessor holds a moment of silence, and then says:

For all people in their daily life and work;

People: For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those

who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.



For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the
needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For Sean our Presiding Bishop; Julia, Ian, and Mary, our bishops; and
for all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve Christ in his Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, including those we
share now, either silently or aloud.

Silence is held while people share their intercessions.

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life, including those we
share now, either silently or aloud.

Silence is held while people share their thanksgivings

We will exalt you, O God our Creator;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal
kingdom, remembering especially those we name now, either silently or
aloud.

Silence is held while people share their intercessions.

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them,;
Who put their trust in you.



Stay in place while the Celebrant prays a concluding collect.

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude
of your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for
help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN
The Deacon or Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins to God.
Silence may be kept.
Minister and People

God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behallf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.

The Priest stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the
grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE

All stand.

Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you.
People And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of
the Lord.

ANNOUNCEMENTS



The Holy Communion

OFFERTORY SENTENCE

If you wish to make a gift to support the ministries of
Christ Church Parish, you may place your offering in the
plate, or scan the QR code to the right to donate online.
Thank you!

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Rain Down

The Great Thanksgiving

The People remain standing.
Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Celebrant

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life
abundant. From before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit
moved over the deep and brought all things into being: sun, moon, and
stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your
image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and
wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would
not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your
love. And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise
that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing;:
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The Celebrant continues

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from
the power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you
looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive
and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved
us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and
proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to
himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came
for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be
glorified by you.

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He
took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said:
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to
you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of
the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of

»

me.

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ,
crucified and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts
of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit
upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe
your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body
of Christ given for the world you have made.

In the fullness of time bring us, with [ and] all your saints,
from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the
banquet prepared from the foundation of the world. Through Christ and
with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor,
glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN




THE LORD’S PRAYER
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

People and Celebrant

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your Name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

FRACTION ANTHEM
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

INVITATION
The Presider invites the people to Communion with these or similar
words:

Wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome at God's table.
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

To receive the Sacrament, come forward when the greeters invite your
row. The greeters will show you which direction to walk depending on
which side you are seated. When you reach the minister with the bread,
hold out your hands. The minister will place the bread in your palm. You
may then receive the wine by drinking from the larger cup or intincting
(dipping) the bread in the smaller cup. If you do not wish to receive the
wine, cross your arms as you pass by the cup bearers to return to your
seat.

If you would prefer a blessing, come forward, cross your arms across
your chest, and the minister will bless you.



COMMUNION HYMN
Rock of ages, cleft for me 1982 Hymnal 685

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

God of abundance,

you have fed us

with the bread of life and cup of salvation;
you have united us

with Christ and one another;

and you have made us one

with all your people in heaven and on earth.
Now send us forth

in the power of your Spirit,

that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world
and continue for ever

in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

If Lay Eucharistic Visitors are being sent out to bring the Sacrament to
those who cannot be with us in-person, the following is said as the Visitors
are handed the bread and wine:

Celebrant: In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these
holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the
Communion of Christ's body and blood.

People: = We who are many are one body, for we all share one
bread and one cup.

CLOSING HYMN
God of grace and God of glory 1982 Hymnal 594

BLESSING

DISMISSAL
The Deacon or Celebrant dismisses the people, and the people respond:
People Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Autumn Leaves by Joseph Kosma, Jacques Prévert and Johnny Mercer



Christ Church Parish
Seeking Christ in Ourselves * Serving Christ in the World

JESUS CHRIST IS THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH

MINISTERS

All the people of Christ Church Parish
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