UNHOUSED COMMUNITY
EXPERIENCES WITH LA
FIRES HEALTH SURVEY
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OVERVIEW OF
PROJECT

PROBLEM:

During the January 2025 wildfires, people living
outside in tents, vehicles, and Inside Safe/city
shelters were especially vulnerable to health
risks and did not receive adequate resources
from the city or the county;

What people were experiencing in terms of
harms and criminalization, as well as what they
were doing to survive and care for each other,
was also changing rapidly




utual aid & direct community action
were essential during the fires

MUTUAL AID

After the immediate emergency
of the fires waned, mutual aid
organizers with training in social
science and community action

methodologies formed a
research collective to design and
field a survey that would help
affected communities and
organizers collect and learn from
their experiences

PROJECT GOALS &
OBJECTIVES

Gathering Community Knowledge:
Collecting data & experiences of the
Eaton Fires
a) share public reports + zines about
unhoused communities’ experiences
with the fires and their aftermath

Organize LA community for
Emergency Preparedness

a) host a public convening to discuss
the emergency response needs &
visions of unhoused communities &
strategize responses

Practice Mutual Aid-Community
Action Research
a) Develop and document a process
for mutual aid or other grassroots
collectives to conduct similar
community reseadrch projects

b) Conduct teach ins/skillshares with
mutual aid orgs & community on
how to conduct similar research.



Modeled off of previous

community based surveys,
such as the July 2024 Inside
Safe Community Audit

SURVEY PROCESS

DEVELOPING THE SURVEY INSTRUMENT

Reviewed literature on health
impacts of wildfire smoke and
consulted environmental health
researchers

Compared our own experiences
as mutual aid groups across the
county

Used Google Forms to
collaboratively add and edit
questions, response categories,
and field survey to respondents

Sent Google Form to mutual aid
organizations for feedback

a) Primary critique: length of the
survey (30 mins to complete)

b) We made some cuts, but
primarily addressed this concern
by offering our own volunteers to
field the survey.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cLyq8yRb4D54duNBDFc4GMS2Vfddh5TP/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cLyq8yRb4D54duNBDFc4GMS2Vfddh5TP/view

SURVEY PROCESS

Interviewers were given set of
criteria for identifying potential
respondents

CRITERIA:

Unhoused, or living in a car,
motel, or other temporary
shelter

Were in LA during the fires

Directly impacted (however
someone chooses to define
this)

Interested in City/County
response and disaster
planning for unhoused
communities

CREATING A SURVEY PROTOCOL

PROCESS:

e Survey was written for an
interviewer who would be
reading it aloud to a
respondent and structuring it
more as a conversation

Informed consent language
was included in the beginning
of the Google Form for
interviewer to formally
introduce the project to the
respondent



FIELDING THE SURVEY

DEVELOPED RESEARCH 373?'5; STAERE?ISNV¥EFEE
PARTNERSHIPS WITH MUTUAL AMOUNT OF
AID AND COMMUNITY

ORGANIZATIONS $ 2 5

Aetna Street Solidarity

All Power Free Clinic

Grow Together Glendale

LA Street Care

Palms Unhoused Mutual Aid
Pasadena For All

Sidewalk Project




HEALTH

WE ASKED: IN GENERAL, BEFORE THE FIRES, HOW WOULD
YOU HAVE RATED YOUR HEALTH?

WE ASKED: IN GENERAL, NOW AFTER THE FIRES, HOW WOULD
YOU RATE YOUR HEALTH?
Before @ After Self-reported health

outcomes were worse after
the fires, with a clear decrease
in the number of people who Worse

reported having Excellent or Heeltlyaftol
Good health before (58%) and 351%
after the fire (33%), and an
increase in respondents

57 PARTICIPANTS reporting Fair health (from

39% to 54%) or Poor health

- (from 3.5% to 12%). No change
Excellent/Good 64.9%

Over one-third of respondents (35.1%) rated their health worse after the fires.

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

WE ASKED: DID YOU RECEIVE
ANY WARNINGS ABOUT
IMPENDING HIGH WINDS AND
POTENTIAL FIRE HAZARDS IN
THE DAYS BEFORE THE FIRES
STARTED?

WE ASKED: IF YES, FROM
WHERE ?

Sefffinternet Community Source Government




SURVEY
OVERVIEW




TAKEAWAYS

For Future Mutual Aid Research Projects
Design survey instruments with the
respondent in mind

& &

Ensure that survey Compensate respondents
questions are accessible, fairly for the time that they

clear, relevant, and devote to the survey
include spaces where

people can provide
information that the
question does not cover

&

Be mindful of the impact
that sensitive questions
may have on the
respondent and prepare
interviewers to practice
active listening

&

Create spaces for
interviewers to debrief
about their fielding
experiences to determine
if any major changes
need to be made to the
survey




TAKEAWAYS

For Future Mutual Aid Research Projects
Design survey instruments with
community partners in mind

Y &

Fielding surveys takes time Ensure that survey is
and resources — ensure aligned with community

that research projects do partners’ mission and
not pose an additional values by regularly sharing
burden or take resources your progress with them for
away from organizations’ feedback
regular obligations and
commitments




TAKEAWAYS

For Future Mutual Aid Research Projects
Spectrum of participation, from data
collection, to analysis and writing

Create opportunities for community
members to be involved in
discussing the findings and next
steps with the research

Use the research to support existing
advocacy efforts and devote time
into publicizing your hard work!




MUTUAL AID RESEARCH COLLECTIVE (MARC)
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