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Addressing data gaps in homelessness research and evaluation

. May 2018: NAEH, Homelessness Policy Research
Institute, Urban Institute held “Session on
Trajectories of People who are Unsheltered”

. November 2019: HPRI Data Gaps group formed
to foster conversations about filling data gaps

. June 2022: HPRI issues RFP for “Moving Toward
an Anti-racist System for Ending & Preventing
Homelessness in Los Angeles”




Overview of PATHS

. Monthly survey of unhoused WS Aeaesantis ajectories
Angelenos (Slnce 2022) of HOUSing, Homelessness, and
Health Study
. Collected 19,672 monthly

surveys from 2,091 resp
. Can be used for

. Cross-sectional estimation http:/www.paths.la

. Rapid assessment Randall Kuhn et al. (2025). Periodic
. . . Assessment of Trajectories of
. LOng |tUd | nal anaIyS|S Housing, Homelessness, and Health
. Study (PATHS): Protocol for a
. Eva I u atlonS Prospective Cohort Study of People

Experiencing Homelessness. JMIR.
https://www.researchprotocols.org
/2025/1/e74266



http://www.paths.la/

A person-centered persective on the unsheltered life course

Acute risks: violence,
accidents/injuries, infectious disease

Homelessness
Racial disparities;
Psychiatric/Physical
disabilities

Chronic health risks
(food, pollution,
sleep, stress)

Premature
mortality

Cumulative disadvantage: poverty, stigma, marginalization, and structural racism
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HPRI Data Gaps Group. A vision for an integrated homeless services data ecosystem for Los
Angeles. Working paper.



PATHS tracks a shocking burden of health risks in the

unhoused vs. general population

. PATHS monthly survey respondents, n=892 . Los Angeles County's adult populatior
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Validated scales of adverse exposures like discrimination

Frequency of Discriminatory Experiences (N=332) Reasons for Discriminatory Experiences (N=258)

EEEN Never WM Afew times a month N At least once a week I Almost everyday

Housing situation 49.6

jirentociwith leks courieny Race or ethnicity/nationality

20 a9 184 o Financial situation
Other aspect of appearance

Received poorer service Gender

Age

Shade of skin color
Mental health condition
Weight

Physical health condition
Sexual orientation

36.8 283 16.5 184

People act as if you are not smart

33.9 28.9 149 224

People act as if they are afraid of you

Height

50.3 238 88 17.1 Education level
Religion

You are threatened or harassed Immigration status

Other
Prefer not to answer

46.6 265 10.2 16.7

- I I 1
0 20 40 60
Percent

8

Percent of sample responses

Howard Padwa, Jessie Chien, et al. Past-Month Discrimination, Physical Violence, and Sexual Violence Against
ot People Experiencing Homelessness in Los Angeles County. https://doi.org/10.1016/].amepre.2024.06.016
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https://doi.org/10.1016/j.amepre.2024.06.016

Assessment of events like the January 2025 wildfires

Reported any

personal 75 Evacuated
meact I -
_39 Damage or
Jl_;f: I:r 60 loss of
T I belongings
-12 More
j difficulty
18
b finding
I - shelter
-25 -
Damage to Extended _
livin g ace 37 smoke 32
- s oeosue s

. Unsheltered (public) Unsheltered (vehicle).SheItered or housed

B

https://hpri.usc.edu/homeless research/periodic-assessment-of-trajectories-of-housing-homelessness-an

e d-health-study-paths-the-impact-of-january-2025-wildfires-on-los-angeles-unhoused-community/
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https://hpri.usc.edu/homeless_research/periodic-assessment-of-trajectories-of-housing-homelessness-and-health-study-paths-the-impact-of-january-2025-wildfires-on-los-angeles-unhoused-community/
https://hpri.usc.edu/homeless_research/periodic-assessment-of-trajectories-of-housing-homelessness-and-health-study-paths-the-impact-of-january-2025-wildfires-on-los-angeles-unhoused-community/

Impact of the June 2025 ICE raids and protests

B Unsheltered (public) (N=239) M Sheltered or housed (N=234)
Unsheltered (vehicle) (N=211)

Reported any

personal impact Life in danger [
I
P K
Injured 2
i
Damage to living - .
Space &
Forcibly relocated 9
I

Damage or loss of S
belongings |
Detained, K

questioned, or

stopped I

20% 4

More difficulty
finding shelter | N

https://hpri.usc.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/ICE-Brief final.pdf



https://hpri.usc.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/ICE-Brief_final.pdf

Extreme Heat and Health Among Unhoused Angelenos

Figure 1. Frequency of uncomfortable heat in the past month Figure 2. Frequency of almost daily uncomfortable heat by Los Angeles County
Service Planning Areas (July-October 2025)

Frequency of uncomfortable heat

33%

Almost every day

At least once a week 17%

A few times a month 20%

Never 20%

Almost daily uncomfortable heat,
by past-month housing status (most often)

Unsheltered (public) Unsheltered (vehicle) Sheltered or housed Region (total # of respondents
(N=1034) (N=832) (N=1150) Antelope Valley (N=120)
San Fernando Valley (N=438)
40 42 San Gabriel Valley (N=222)
Metro (N=631)
West (N=317)
23 South (N=279)
East (N=155)

South Bay (N=368)

https://www.paths.la/impact-of-extreme-heat
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https://www.paths.la/impact-of-extreme-heat

Monthly data on all sleeping locations allows us to

summarize trajectories over time

Unsheltered
n=2311 J Unsheltered
n =460

Unsheltered Sheltered
n=165 /
n=or I/ . Sheltered
’ n=97
Doubled-up/hotel Soibied ol
n=146 ‘ oubled-up/hote
/ n=70
Housed j q Housed
-\”=49, \ﬂ]
Baseline  Housing status across 12 months (ever) Final

TN %5 USC https://www.lademo.info/housing-trajectories "




Complex longitudinal modeling

Pathways between recurrent and monthly experiences of sweeps and psychological
distress via physical displacement

0:32*
Swept ————- + Displaced

Within-person (Level 1)

.
p \
Displaced
Swept > Distress
DE=0.41*
IE=0.20*

*Significant association at the p<0.05 level
DE=Direct effect; IE=Indirect effect

Jessie Chien, Benjamin F. Henwood, Randall Kuhn. Policing homelessness: Longitudinal associations between
uciA K USC experiences of anti-homeless policing and psychosocial health among the unhoused community in Los Angellles

A\
\x/




Field medicine evaluation study: Mixed methods study

and partnership with LA Care and multiple providers

Control: ~5% Field medicine
Existing PATHS utilization; high
Representative usage of ER Compare pre-post
cohort change in key
(n=~500) outcomes
Compare similaritiesi - ER, PCP usage
at baseline - Health status

New Field So far completed - Trust in system

Medicine Sample VLRI - Housing
satisfaction, v

unmet needs

540 prescreens,
(n=500) 418 month 1
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HUD NOFO Crisis — December 2025

. Sweeping changes in HUD CoC work: reemphasis
from PSH to policing and involuntary treatment

. Justified based on a single 2019 report by California
Policy Lab using VI-SPDAT data

. 78% mental health, 75
. Obviously biased sam

% substance use condition
nle, non-specific outcomes

. But little representative data on specific health

conditions affecting uns

neltered populations

. Could we quickly produce some new estimates?
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One mission, three data sources

Venice Family Clinic
PATHS Survey: Oldest field medicine provider
Added disease

prevalence questions
for field medicine eval

Healthcare in Action
Largest field medicine provider

Surveys represent whole county Electronic health records (EHR):
with limited selection bias, but use clinical diagnosis, but may
self-reported data may be biased overrepresent sick patients and

coverage limited geographics
VWY % USC 14




Big picture: Much lower prevalence of mental

health, substance use; higher physical

90% .
0% 18% 759% Paper IS NOW

70% ‘ pUbllShed”
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40% |
33% |

Mental health Substance use Physical health
*Median estimate =CPL
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Conclusion

. PATHS can be used for descriptive analysis,
causal analysis, complex modeling, evaluation

. More powerful inside broader data ecosystem
. Next steps:
. Assessment of housing initiatives, olympics
. Integrating lived expertise, mutual aid partners
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Structure of an integrated homelessness data ecosystem

Systemic injustice; racism; stigma; environmental threats
Measuring risk$ using big data,
planning|data, environmental data

Advantages
. Validation
. Integration
. Triangulation

Identifying Service

population needs Interventions Outcomes

PIT Count and Longitudinal surveys for assessment, navigation, evaluation
Demo survey Qualitative research

Housing, service Adherence, Health, policing,
preferences satisfaction, well-being

Linkage: multiple list Housing navigation Progressive Systemwide evaluation
estimation, validation and matching engagement and learning

b .
¥ Client prioritization, HousSing

Survey data

big data for
early warning

: Housing inventory retention,
HMIS : progression,
V. Social services prison, other

Employment,

services ! systemwide service
InfoHub : utilization costs

|eAlnans pue Ajjelon

Patient needs, Integrated care via ! Health care costs,
service availability EHRs, handoffs, ED utilization
referrals )

Rent-burdened population at risk of homelessness

Administrative data

Returns to homelessness

HPRI Data Gaps Group. A vision for an integrated homeless services data ecosystem for Los

oW %5 [USC Angeles. Working paper. 21



Detailed reports: Mental health conditions

e w

Any condition
Anxiety
Major depression

PTSD
Bipolar disorder
Schizophrenia/psychosis

#USC

61%
40%
33%
28%
16%

7%

F
40%
11%
13%
5%
6%
12%

40%
17%
20%
6%
10%
9%

75%
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Detailed reports: Substance use

e o

Any condition 33% 31% 43% 78%
Stimulant use disorder 19% 13% 27%
Cannabis use disorder 13% 3% 3%
Alcohol use disorder 1% 9% 7%
Opioid use disorder 9% 10% 11%




EXTREMESEREAMBEMPACTS FOR
UNHOUSHESDSSSECE|l ENOS

experienced

‘almost

PATHS | July-Oct 2025
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DAILY HEAT EXPOSURE

Unsheltered people face the
highest exposure

Unsheltered Sheltered |

CUIERE s e
‘el - 5 y
v . L

56% v 25%

Without stable shelter,
heat exposure is often constant &
unavoidable.

PATHS | July-Oct 2025



HEALTH BURDEN IS REAL
680/ experienced heat
O related symptoms

is not just uncon

PATHS | July-Oct 2025
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GAPS IN INFORMATION

560/ did NOT recelve
O heat information

44%

did receive heat
information

mostly through informal sources

TOP

Information systems often miss people living outside, where
access to phones, internet, and formal alerts is limited

PATHS | July-Oct 2025
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CARING FOR EACH OTHER

33% Shared Water

When formal systems fall short, communities step in,
peer support is critical to staying safe during extreme heat.

PATHS | July-Oct 2025
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WHAT CAN HELP

Strategies that help close gaps in
access, information, & protection

Wle)f=d eaellipie) sites
Easy-to-reach places to cool down, with low barriers

o :2 "

Clear alerts

Simple info on where to go and when it's open

@’- MJJJJ—* eutreach
: : Meetingpeoplewheretheyarewithsupport&suppﬁes

Access to shade,
water, & restrooms

Safe, reliable basics available throughout the day

reach unhoused communities

PATHS | July-Oct 2025
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