FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Cultural Center of Cape Cod Receives Funding for the Enhanced Access to Education Project

South Yarmouth—The Cultural Center of Cape Cod has received $22,000 in new funding for the Enhanced Access to Education Project, part of the Keep Cape Cod Creative initiative that the Center launched as a direct result of the COVID-19 shutdown. This funding includes grants from The Edward Bangs Kelley and Elza Kelley Foundation and the Eastern Bank Charitable Foundation plus funding from individuals who applaud the Center and its mission to serve the entire region, especially those who lack access to high quality but affordable arts instruction.

“Through this project, the Center is working to create a robust, diverse, affordable, and accessible online curriculum to increase the Cultural Center’s impact,” says Executive Director Robert Nash, “especially for youth at risk and other populations that lack the means to avail themselves of in-person educational opportunities. This curriculum will prove invaluable at all times but especially when the ability to meet face-to-face is restricted.”

The Cultural Center has been working on digital content for some time, in response to students of all ages who lack transportation, have mobility issues, or suffer from other health problems that limit their participation. But COVID-19 has spurred the staff to ramp up efforts to offer a broad spectrum of meaningful activities—some of them free, or at a reduced fee—to keep the community engaged, inspired, and healthy. The results and the response from the community have been extremely positive. 

“At the Cultural Center of Cape Cod, ‘All the Arts for All of Us’ is more than a tag line,” says Nash. “It’s the articulation of our ongoing efforts to provide an incredible range of events, exhibits, and educational opportunities but also, more recently, to create a new digital delivery system of arts and culture for everyone. Thanks to generous donors like the Kelley Foundation and the Eastern Bank Charitable Foundation, we will be able to purchase necessary equipment and software and devote resources to the creation of on-line classes, workshops, lectures, gallery tours, readings, demonstrations, and other educational presentations.”

Some online programming will be offered directly: students will be able to register for them as they would for any traditional class and access them through virtual platforms. But the Center will also partner with service providers connected to the most at-risk populations on Cape Cod so they have assistance accessing the curriculum from school, home, or residential facilities, in groups or as individuals.
 
The Cultural Center has already hosted over 100 on-line classes since March and is now working to create an even more diverse curriculum, establish a sufficient network of instructors, recruit partners to assure access to at-risk populations, and develop an archive to which users may subscribe. With these elements in place, the EAE Project will be able to serve many thousands of users, year ‘round, especially in extraordinary times like the ones in which we are now living.

For more information about the project and the Cultural Center, please visit www.cultural-center.org, call 508-394-7100, or email Director of Education Amy Neill at aneill@cultural-center.org.

The Cultural Center is a 501 C3 non profit organization located at 307 Old Main Street in South Yarmouth. There is no admission fee to its five galleries, resident artist studios, or gift shop. All are welcome, though CDC protocols are being followed, including mask usage and social distancing. Current onsite gallery hours are Tuesday–Saturday from noon-5pm.


