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The Cultural Center of Cape Cod in South Yarmouth will reopen its doors on Wednesday, July 15, with a blend of the tried-and-true, the brand new, and an ever-evolving schedule of art, exhibitions, educational programming and eventually entertainment tailored to the needs of a community facing incredible challenges. When COVID-19 closed the Center’s physical doors in March, the staff quickly opened several virtual doors, all of them leading to online exhibitions, distance learning, and new foundations for collaborations with organizations across the region. Now, as it prepares to open its building again, the Center sees opportunities for continued growth, enhanced access to the arts for all people, and a very exciting future.

“We’ve always tried to be responsive to the community, from our first day in 2007,” says Executive Director Robert Nash. “All of our programming is tailored to our constituents’ needs and priorities, so being nimble and thoughtful about what we offer is nothing new. But the pandemic and recent cultural shifts have made us newly sensitive to our responsibilities. If we want to serve the community well, we must continue to listen, assess, and respond with opportunities that make sense … and make a difference.”

Initially, programming will be limited to exhibits in five galleries plus access to five artist studios in addition to the online programming already in place. By August, the Center plans to offer small in-person classes, most of which will offer online options.

The Center’s hours will be shorter than usual in response to COVID-19 restrictions: all galleries and studios will be open from noon-5pm on Tuesday through Saturday until further notice. And in lieu of the traditional opening receptions, which tend to be crowded, the Center will host longer open houses where attendance will be controlled.

Starting on July 15, the galleries will feature “Hullscapes,” photography by Barry Beder in the Constantinidis Great Hall, and “Eclectic,” paintings by a variety of artists (a fundraiser for the Cultural Center) in the Saben Board Room Gallery, both through July 26; “Still Life,” oil paintings by Elaine Gardner in the Blue Room, and a debut exhibit of pen-and-ink drawings by Anaclaire Tecca in the Vault, both through August 9; “je veux le droit,” an exhibit of paintings and mixed media by Nate Olin in the Owl Hall through August 30. All artists will be on-site for part or all of an open house on Friday, July 17, from noon-5pm. There is no admission fee. 

“We had to cancel or postpone many events because of COVID-19,” says Nash, “but we plan to host several small concerts featuring local performers starting in late July, all of them with table seating and proper social distancing, and required masks for staff and guests. We’ve installed hand sanitation stations throughout the building and will follow all CDC and Commonwealth guidelines – with social distancing and other protocols in place – to keep our staff and visitors safe. And we’re very much looking forward to having music once again fill the Constantinidis Great Hall.”

The first concert will be “Cape Cod Jazz: From Colombo to The Columns,” on Sunday, July 26, at 3pm. This special event will feature great music paired with readings from a new book by John Basile. Lori Colombo on vocals, Joe Mongelli on trumpet, Fred Boyle on piano, Ron Ormsby on bass, and Bart Weisman on drums will perform songs to remember many of the people who played on Cape Cod and are featured in the book, including Lou Colombo, Marie Marcus, Ruby Braff, Dave McKenna, and many more. John will sign books after the performance. Tickets, at $20, are available by phone or online. Seating will be limited, so guests are encouraged to make reservations as soon as possible. Because the Center will not provide the traditional complimentary refreshments at the intermission, guests are invited to bring their own.

The Cultural Center of Cape Cod is located at 307 Old Main St., South Yarmouth. To buy tickets, register for classes, or access more information, call 508-394-7100 or visit www.cultural-center.org  


