Benedictine Word Search – Obedience
Welcome to a Benedictine Word Search Puzzle.  Search for and circle words that relate to the practice of or describe “Obedience.”  Words can go in any direction and can share letters.  Capital letters appear in the list but not in the puzzle.  	PLEASE PRINT THIS PAGE TO DO THE PUZZLE 
This puzzle is Br. Ricky’s lighthearted teaching on  obedience.  He asks that you reflect on the verse/s found here on pages 2 & 3. How might they guide your practice of obedience?  

	Humility  5.1
Listen  Prologue 1
Understanding  72.4-6
Responding  5.7-8
WillOfGod  5.13; 7.31-32
Blessing  71.1

	Respect  72.4
Vow  58.17
Virtue  73.8
Love  7.34; 68.4-5
Swift  5.4, 9
Patience  7.35

	Eager  58.7
Openhearted  5.14
ToEveryone  71.1
Serve  35.1-2
Willing  5.7-8
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Rule References

	Humility  5.1
	The first step of humility is unhesitating obedience, 2which comes naturally to those who cherish Christ above all.

	Listen  Prologue 1
	Listen carefully, my child, to my instructions, and attend to them with the ear of your heart. This is advice from one who loves you; welcome it, and faithfully put it into practice.

	Understanding  72.4-6
	They should each try to be the first to show respect to the other (Rom 12:10). 5supporting with the greatest patience one another's weaknesses of body or behavior, 6and earnestly competing in obedience to one another.

	Responding  5.7-8
	Such people as these immediately put aside their own concerns, abandon their own will, 8and lay down whatever they have in hand, leaving it unfinished. With the ready step of obedience, they follow the voice of authority in their actions.

	WillOfGod  5.13; 7.31-32
	Monastics of this resolve unquestionably conform to the saying of Christ: "I have come not to do my own will, but the will of the One who sent me” (John 6:38). RB 5.13
The second step of humility is that we love not our own will nor take pleasure in the satisfaction of our desires; 32rather we shall imitate by our actions that saying of Christ's: I have come not to do my own will, but the will of the One who sent me (John 6:38).  RB 7.31-32

	Blessing  71.1
	Obedience is a blessing to be shown by all, not only to the prioress and abbot but also to one another, 2since we know that it is by this way of obedience that we go to God.

	Respect  72.4
	They should each try to be the first to show respect to the other (Rom 12:10). 5supporting with the greatest patience one another's weaknesses of body or behavior, 6and earnestly competing in obedience to one another.

	Vow  58.17
	When they are to be received, they come before the whole community in the oratory and promise stability, fidelity to the monastic life, and obedience.

	Virtue  73.8
	For observant and obedient monastics, all these are nothing less than tools for the cultivation of virtues…[refers to the tools of scripture and patristic writings]

	Love  7.34; 68.4-5
	The third step of humility is that we submit to the prioress or abbot in all obedience for the love of God, imitating Jesus Christ of whom the apostle says: Christ became obedient even to death (Phil 2:8).  RB 7.34
If after the explanation the abbot or prioress is still determined to hold to their original order, then the junior must recognize that this is best. 5Trusting in God's help, they must in love obey.  RB 68.4-5

	Swift  5.4, 9
	3Because of the holy service they have professed, or because of dread of hell and for the glory of everlasting life, 4they carry out the orders of the prioress or abbot as promptly as if the command came directly from God.
9Almost at the same moment, then, as the teacher gives the instruction the disciple quickly puts it into practice out of reverence for God; and both actions together are swiftly completed as one.

	Patience  7.35
	The fourth step of humility is that in this obedience under difficult, unfavorable, or even unjust conditions, our hearts quietly embrace suffering 36and endure it without weakening or seeking escape. For scripture has it: Anyone who perseveres to the end will be saved (Matt 10:22),

	Eager  58.7
	The concern must be whether the novice truly seeks God and shows eagerness for the Opus Dei, for obedience and for trials.

	Openhearted  5.14
	This very obedience, however, will be acceptable to God and agreeable to people only if compliance with what is commanded is not cringing or sluggish or half-hearted, but free from any grumbling or any reaction of unwillingness.

	ToEveryone  71.1
	Obedience is a blessing to be shown by all, not only to the prioress and abbot but also to one another, 2since we know that it is by this way of obedience that we go to God.

	Serve  35.1-2
	The members should serve one another. Consequently, no members will be excused from kitchen service unless they are sick or engaged in some important business of the monastery, 2for such service increases reward and fosters love.

	Willing  5.7-8
	7Such people as these immediately put aside their own concerns, abandon their own will, 8and lay down whatever they have in hand, leaving it unfinished. With the ready step of obedience, they follow the voice of authority in their actions.
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