
 

MARCH 2019 ABBREVIATED NEWSLETTER 
!  

Read the full newsletter on our website  
https://www.newcanaanbeautification.org/newsletters 

Hello Members, 

The days are getting longer and the sun is moving north - signs that spring is coming. Our 
March meeting will feature a film about the beautiful garden of the founder of the Garden 
Conservancy, Frank Cabot, which should inspire us to think about this year's planting 
projects. 

As we start thinking about our gardens, please send any gardening tips and advice to 
Betsy Sammarco for the column in our newsletter. All of us are happy to learn about time-
saving tricks and tips to make our gardens grow better. 

The 80th Anniversary celebration committee is in full swing planning our party that will 
take place on Sunday April 28. To have an organization of volunteers working to beautify 
New Canaan, remain active for 80 years, is an accomplishment we should be proud of, 
and it deserves celebration. It is interesting to note that the New Canaan League of 
Women Voters was established in 1939 also. It was a good year for strong women! 

We are fortunate to live in an area with so many lovely gardens open to the public, and we 
hope to arrange for at least one field trip this spring. Please contact us with suggestions. 

Faith Kerchoff, Kathy Lapolla and Yvonne Hunkeler will soon be starting spring cleanup in 
Lee Garden and could always use your help. After our February program on wildflowers 
please remember that Lee Garden is a wonderful place to see many of them. 

Hope to see you at the program on March 6th at the New Canaan Library. 

Barbara and Karen 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

March Program The Gardener: 
Enjoy the award- winning film about Les Quatre Vents 
Wednesday 
March 6, 2019 
coffee: 9:30 am 
program: 10:00 am  
New Canaan Library  Please note: our March program will be held in the New Canaan 
Library Lamb room! 

!  

April Program 
The New Shade Garden: Creating a Lush Oasis in the Age of Climate Change with 
Ken Druse 
Wednesday 
April 3, 2019 
9:30 - 11:30 am 
New Canaan Library  
Joint meeting with NCGC 

!  

May Program Seizing Beauty- Photographs Inspired by the Old Masters with 
Paulette Tavomina  
Wednesday 
May 1, 2019 
coffee: 9:30 am 
program: 10:00 am  
New Canaan Nature Center 

!  



Presenting Our APRIL Program with the NC Garden Club 

"The New Shade Garden:  Creating a Lush Oasis in the Age of 
Climate Change" with Ken Druse 

Wednesday, April 3 
9:30 am: coffee 

10:00 am: program 

Due to space limitations, this program is limited to NCBL members only. 
Please RSVP to: BeautificationLeague@gmail.com 

                                 !  

Ken Druse plumbs the depths of shade once again - 20 years after the publication of his 
best seller, The Natural Shade Garden. This time, it's a totally new approach designed to 
tackle the challenges that have arisen due to our changing climate.  The low-stress 
environment of shade (cooler temperatures, fewer water demands, carbon sequestration) 
is extremely beneficial for our plants, our planet, and us. Ken details new ways of looking 
at all aspects of the gardening process, in topics such as designing your garden, 
choosing and planting trees, preparing soil, dealing with deer, and the vast array of 
flowers and foliage - all within the challenges of a changing climate, shrinking resources, 
and new weather patterns. 

Ken knows that the best defense is to create a verdant retreat - he says, ”The garden of 
the future will be in the shade." 

mailto:BeautificationLeague@gmail.com


 

Celebrate With Us! 
April 28, 2019 

Look for your email invitation coming late March. 
 

 

 

APRIL PROGRAM 

HOSPITALITY HELP NEEDED 

We need volunteers to bring food to the April meeting with the Garden Club.  Suggestions 
include baked goods, fruit, cheese plate, Easter themed sweets, etc. 

Contact Cindy Still stillcj@aim.com. 
Thank you to all who have so generously helped this year. It is greatly appreciated. 

mailto:stillcj@aim.com


 

MEMBERSHIP 

!  

 

 

Please Join Us in Welcoming our New Members! 
Zari Malekzadeh  
Joan McLaughlin 

 

 

If you know of any member 
who is ill, hospitalized or 
has lost a loved one, 
please let Libby Butterworth 
or any of the membership 
chairs know.

Annual Appeal 

The 2019 Annual Appeal 
Committee thanks the 
volunteers who helped 
address approximately 
7,000 envelopes. Appeal 
letters will be sent on 
Friday March 1. 

photo left: 
Dody Whitehurst, Faith 
Kerchoff, Karen Sneirson, 
Barbara Beall, and Rose 
Bauersfeld thank donors.



 

Did you know NCBL has a growing lending library?  You can now see all the titles 
on our website by clicking on the 'More' tab and selecting 'Lending Library'. 

 

To our Dedicated Triangle Volunteers 

As we head into spring it's a good time to schedule one last clean up, in the 
beginning of March and when the snow clears, to prepare your triangle for the 
mulch application anticipated next month. Please remove leaves, debris and  
broken branches. Let the Triangle Volunteer Coordinators (Barbara Wilson  
& Kathy Lapolla) know your needs, especially if there was winter damage on the 
shrubs or trees, that need extra attention. Mulching those triangles that need  
mulch will begin the first week April. 

Thanks for all your hard work to make New Canaan Beautiful. 

Kathy Lapolla Barbara Wilson 



 

Lee Memorial Garden 

In early February, Lee Garden volunteers walked the garden paths together 
reviewing the status of plants and trees on the property.  

 
Lisa Carpenter, Rob 
Carpenter, Yvonne Hunkeler, 
and Kathy Lapolla. Others 
present not in the photo: 
Faith Kerchoff, Stephanie 
Hutter, Betsy Sammarco 
and Sandy Siegel. 

Copia Workshop 

Members gathered for a workshop in 
February at Copia Home and Garden 
and created a living woodland 
centerpiece. Member and Copia 
owner Jenn Cipriano guided us as 
we picked live plants, dried pods, 
and decorations to create a  
one-of-a-kind centerpiece for our 
home. 

In attendance were: Cindy Bamatter, 
Eileen Boehme, Libby Butterworth, 
Lisa Ferrante, Yvonne Hunkeler, 
Sara Hunt, Faith Kerchoff, Betsy 
Sammarco, Carol Seldin, Ann 
Tropeano, Barbara Wilson, and Eva 
Wingate. 



 

February Program 

Carol Gracie wowed us with her botanical knowledge and detailed photos of the spring 
wildflowers of the northeast. 

Carol gave us many interesting details of the life of wildflowers in our region, such as: 

• The mayapple will only produce flowers if it has two leaves. 
• If you want to see Hepatica in early spring, you will need to go on a sunny day as 

they only bloom when sunny. 
• Some insects will drill holes into dutchman's breeches to reach the nectar. 
• The only wild multiplex cultivar of bloodroot was found in Ohio in the early 1900s. 

Carol mentioned these references for native plants and wildflowers in our region: 

The Native Plant Center at Westchester Community College:  
http://www.sunywcc.edu/about/npc/ 

and 

New England Wild Flower Society's Garden in the Woods: 
http://www.newenglandwild.org/visit/Garden-in-the-Woods 

If you want to learn more about the stories and details of our spring wildflowers, you can 
check for copies at Elm Street Books or order Carol's book online.  NCBL has a copy of 
this book in our lending library.  Contact Faith Kerchoff if you'd like to borrow it. 

As the program came to an end, Gerda Smith added her own helpful hint. Take along a 
10x magnifier glass when looking for wildflowers. You'll be able to see all the interesting 
details Carol Gracie talked about.

from	left	to	right:	

Karen	Sneirson,	
Gerda	Smith,	Carol	
Gracie,	Barbara	Beall,	
and	Carol	Seldin
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http://www.newenglandwild.org/visit/Garden-in-the-Woods
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