
Official Meetings during COVID-19 

During this time of Stay-at-Home and quarantine, questions have come up concerning how the law 

handles voting when groups are unable to hold meetings in a single physical location. The exact answer 

for every organization may vary depending on the wording in their respective by-laws, but there are 

state laws that provide some direction. 

Annual Meetings 

State law provides flexibility allowing votes through electronic transmission. The law defines "electronic 

transmission" to mean any process of communication that does not directly involve the physical transfer 

of paper and that is suitable for the retention, retrieval and reproduction of information by the 

recipient. Here are the provisions that cover voting at Annual Meetings:    

13A §604 (5) - Voting by electronic transmission.  The bylaws may provide, or the board of 

directors or members may determine, that some or all votes by members. . .may be conducted 

by electronic transmission under procedures established by the corporation.  A vote conducted 

by electronic transmission must be filed with the minutes of members' meetings and has the 

same effect as an in-person vote or a vote by proxy. 

Board Meetings 

State law defines “in person” broadly to include participation using the telephone or a similar means: 

13A §705 (2) – Participation at meetings by conference telephone. Participation at meetings by 

conference telephone.  Unless otherwise restricted by the certificate of incorporation or bylaws, 

members of the board of directors of any corporation, or any committee designated by such 

board, may participate in a meeting of such board or committee by means of a conference 

telephone or similar communications equipment by means of which all persons participating in 

the meeting can hear each other and participation in a meeting pursuant to this subsection shall 

constitute presence in person at such meeting.  

In conclusion, according to Maine law, most land trust business can be conducted via telephone or Zoom 

unless your organization’s by-laws expressly state otherwise. If you are still unsure, please consult with 

your attorney.  


