
 

Rhode Island KIDS COUNT priority Related state legislation 
 
Defend and protect access to basic needs 
including access to food, health and mental 
health services, health care, housing, and 
vaccines for all babies, children and youth 
regardless of income, immigration status, or 
gender identity. 
 

 
• House Bill 7625 (Donovan)/ Senate Bill 2379 (Ujifusa) 

 
While defending and protecting Rhode Island’s progress, we will continue to be bold in leading 

campaigns for policies that increase equity and reduce disparities in child well-being.  
These campaigns will focus on: 

 
Civic Engagement 
 

• Voting right for student member and 
Teacher of the Year on the Council on 
Elementary and Secondary Education 

 

 
 
• House Bill 7907 (Morales)/ Senate Bill 2077 (DiMario) 

Child Development 
 

• Fund family home visiting programs* 
• Fund Early Intervention and provide a 

bridge to preschool special education*  
 

 
 
• House Bill 7127 (Governor’s FY27 budget) 
• House Bill H-7794 (Giraldo)/ Senate Bill 2845 (Valverde) 
• House Bill 7586 (Cotter)/ Senate Bill 2785 (Valverde) 
• House Bill H-7627 (Tanzi)/ Senate Bill 2834 (Valverde) 

Early Care and Education 
 

• Increase access to affordable, high-quality 
child care*  

• Strengthen RI Prekindergarten Education 
Act to Include Head Start.* 

• Update the Early Childhood Categorical 
Fund.* 

 
• House Bill 7393 (Diaz)/ Senate Bill 2667 (Vargas) 
• House Bill 7320 (Diaz)/ Senate Bill 2126 (DiMario) 
• House Bill 7319 (Diaz)/ Senate Bill 2085 (DiMario) 
• House Bill 7317 (Donovan)/ Senate Bill 2369 (Urso) 
• House Bill 8163 (McNamara)/ Senate Bill 3147 (Gallo) 
• House Bill 7680 (Donovan)/ Senate Bill 7680 (Gallo) 



Health Care Access 
 

• Address pediatric care shortage 

 
 
• House Bill 7127 (Governor’s FY27 budget) 
• House Bill 7693 (Tanzi)/ Senate Bill 2542 (Lauria) 
 

Mental Health 
 

• Increase access to school social workers 
• Sustain and permanently fund PediPRN* 

 
 
• House Bill 7456 (Shallcross Smith)/ Senate Bill 2245 

(Sosnowski) 
• House Bill 8268 (Shallcross Smith)/ Senate Bill 2562 

(DiMario) 
RI Works 
 

• Increase child support pass through+ 
• Eliminate automatic reduction in RI Works 

benefit for housing subsidy+ 
• Increase RI Works monthly benefit 

amount+ 
• Restore eligibility to LPRs+ 
• Fund The Rhode Island Baby Bond Trust Act 

 
 
 
• House Bill 7689 (Handy)/ Senate Bill 2828 (Murray) 
• House Bill 7690 (Handy) 
• House Bill 7797 (Giraldo)/ Senate Bill 2843 (Murray) 
 

Family Economic Security 
 

• Establish a state Child Tax Credit* 
• Generate state revenue needed to shore up 

health care, food, and child care systems* 
• Strengthen paid family leave* 

 
 
• House Bill 7313 (Alzate)/ Senate Bill 2238 (Murray) 
• House Bill 7127 (Budget Article 5, Sections 5 and 6) 
• House Bill 8338 (Tanzi)/ Senate Bill 2823 (Vargas) 
• House Bill 7968 (Giraldo)/ Senate Bill 2737 (Lawson) 

 
Public Education 
 

• Improve the education funding formula* 
Provide equitable access to school 
libraries 

 

 
 
• House Bill 8351 (McNamara)/ Senate Bill 3015 (Gallo) 
• House Bill 7417 (Kislak)/ Senate Bill 2078 (Gallo) 
 

Youth Justice 
 

• Establish minimum age of incarceration 
• Increase use of Juvenile Hearing Boards 

 
 
• House Bill 7818 (Stewart)/ Senate Bill 2046 (Acosta) 
• Senate Bill 2940 (Vargas) 
 

 

 


