
            

 

 
 

To:   Stanford Health Care and Stanford Medicine Children’s Health Staff 

From:   Stanford Health Care Clinical Labs 

Subject:  New Test Order Code for Uric Acid Testing for Patients Receiving 
Rasburicase™, Effective 11/21/2022 

Date:   November 7, 2022 

Introduction/Background 
Tumor lysis syndrome occurs in malignancies such as lymphomas and leukemias. Hyperuricemia 
is a hallmark finding of tumor lysis syndrome.  Rasburicase™ is a recombinant urate oxidase that 
is used to reduce uric acid concentrations in the blood. Blood for uric acid determination from 
patients receiving Rasburicase™ must be collected in a lithium heparin (mint-top) blood 
collection tube and immediately immersed in a biohazard bag with an ice-water slurry and 
transported to the clinical laboratory and tested within four hours of collection to ensure uric 
acid stability. 

Impact 
Effective 11/21/2022, the EPIC order code for uric acid testing for patients given Rasburicase ™ 
is LABURICRAS.  No other chemistry tests can be ordered or added to the blood collection tube 
with this uric acid test. Blood specimens for uric acid testing should be collected in lithium heparin 
tubes in an ice slurry for 96 hours after the last dose of the drug. 
Note: Go-live for Tri-Valley to follow, by the end of year.  
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If you have any questions, please contact me at your earliest convenience. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Raffick Bowen, PhD, MHA, MT(CSMLS), DCLCHEM, FCACB, DABCC, FAACC  
Clinical Professor of Pathology and Co-Director of Clinical Chemistry and Immunology Laboratory 
Department of Pathology "To Care, To Educate, To Discover" 
Stanford Health Care, Room H1401J 
300 Pasteur Drive, Stanford, CA, 94305-5627 
Email: rbowen@stanfordhealthcare.org   
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