




ArtStream’s classes, workshops, and performing companies fuel each 
student’s imagination, creativity, and focus. And that’s not all. Students 
improve communication and social skills and develop friendships. 
Newly discovered talents and capabilities improve self-esteem, poise, 
and confidence that extends into their daily lives. All ArtStreamers are 
valued for their creative contributions. ArtStream’s demanding and  
very entertaining process encourages ArtStreamers to find their voices,  
discover their creativity and strengths, and perform with confidence!

“My son has many challenges with social situations, and making new friends is very 
difficult. I see a really positive change in him since he began this ArtStream class! He 
looks forward to the class and feels comfortable with the teachers. They are fabulous.”
— Parent of a 20-year-old ArtStream student

ArtStream offers performing arts classes for people with intellectual
and developmental disabilities (IDDs) — including autism. You do not
need to have any acting experience to take a class.

Learn about our current classes or register for an upcoming
class today.

Classes: www.art-stream.org/take-a-class

Practice being your best self in a group event setting. Show your
skills, be silly, express yourself, practice positive social experiences,
and dance!

About
ArtStream

Take a
Performing Class

Join Our Monthly
Super Social Saturdays



















ARTSTREAM  
ROADSHOW
Director’s Note
Here we are again, spring of 2021. The symbolism of spring seems to 
be more powerful this year than in the past. It seems a bit brighter with 
the possibility of moving closer to a post-pandemic world. Spring shows 
us that life continues to move forward; the show goes on. I think that 
Maryland’s Cabaret this year highlights not only that shows MUST go 
on, but that they WILL go on. 

ArtStream Roadshow was created out of challenge. Sometimes the 
best creativity happens when we are the most challenged. It is pretty 
amazing to think about the challenges all of us faced … and the show 
went on. Some of us dealt with loss last year, and the show went on. 
Unreliable internet occasionally prevented some performers from 
logging into rehearsal and the show went on. Each performer dealt with 
personal and performance related challenges, and creativity was forced 
into high gear. ArtStream Roadshow deals with just that. When things go 
wrong, how do we keep moving?

For our performers, they kept moving by putting a smile on and 
performing their art out and the show did go on. I have so much 
gratitude for our performers’ diligence, creativity, and supportiveness 
of one another. The same goes for our mentors for stepping into 
whatever role supported our performers best. Finally, the directing 
and production team, who took on the great challenge of meeting 
everyone’s interests and needs to build a fun and beautiful show.

ArtStream Roadshow highlights the power of performance even during 
challenging times. It reminds me of how vaudeville and other travelling 
players brought hope to the communities they travelled to just like our 
favorite comedians and personalities on TV bring us hope today. Please 
enjoy the hope that our performers are excited to share with you.

Thanks,
Mehdi Raoufi , Director





MEET THE CAST OF

Pandemic Champions 
Nadia Abouraya (Production Assistant) 
Nadia lives in Rockville, Maryland, where she works for the 
Montgomery County Department of Health and Human 
Services. She was selected for The Arc of Maryland Partners 
in Policymaking 2020. Nadia joined ArtStream in 2013, 
first backstage, then onstage, and now with Cabaret. She 
can’t wait to work again on sound and lights at Silver Spring 
Stage and usher at other theaters. Nadia plays tennis and 
loves reading and getting together with friends and family, 
who are very supportive of who she has become.

Mark Andrist (Music Director)
Mark has been a professional working musician since he 
was fourteen years old, and he is grateful for the oppor-
tunities he has had to perform, write, teach, and direct all 
over the world. His younger sister is the inspiration for his 
commitment to ArtStream, an individual who has lived her 
life refusing to allow her disabilities to steal her joy.

Ian Bannon (Mentor) 
Ian began as a mentor at ArtStream in 2017. He is a Senior 
Docent at the Folger Shakespeare Library and works in 
various Folger education programs including Shakespeare 
School Festivals, and Shakespeare-in-Action Workshops. 
Ian also works with Raise the Voices, which focuses on 
human rights issues in the US and across the world. “It 
has been very rewarding to see our performers, staff and 
mentors working hard to overcome the challenges posed 
by the Pandemic. I am proud to be part of such a fun and 
creative group of people.” Ian received the 2019 Scot-
tish Rite – Valley of Washington’s Knights of St. Andrew 
Outstanding Community Service Award for his work at 
ArtStream.



Rachel Coates (Actor) 
Rachel is a 23-year-old actor living in Montgomery Village, 
Maryland. She joined ArtStream in 2019 with the Musical 
Theatre class. She performed in the 2014 22Q Beauty 
Pageant. Rachel earned the Girl Scout Gold Award advocat-
ing for 22Q deletion. Rachel is a member of TLC Outcomes, 
where she is in an educational program to help secure a 
job. She also enjoys singing, taking care of her dog, arts and 
crafts, and watching Marvel movies! “Thank you for every-
thing!” 

Annetta Dexter Sawyer  
(Assistant Director/Choreographer) )
Annetta has taught for ArtStream on and off since its incep-
tion. She’s been a movement and voice coach, taught poetry, 
drama, and even yoga! Much of her teaching has been with 
ArtStream community partner programs at Community 
Services for Autistic Adults and Children (CSAAC), the 
Forbush School, and The Treatment and Learning Centers 
(TLC). She co-teaches Theater & Improvisation classes at 
TLC/KTS. Annetta teaches Practicing Performance, works 
with the Jewish Foundation for Group Homes, and gives 
drama and storytelling classes at the DC Edlavitch JCC. She 
works as a freelance artist at several local theater compa-
nies. This is Annetta’s fifth ArtStream Cabaret! “Thank you 
marvelous ArtStreamers, for all your hard work, the fun, 
and your talents!”

Jonathan Feifer (Actor) 
Jonathan is a 24-year-old from Rockville, Maryland, who 
has performed in ArtStream’s Cabaret and Inclusive The-
ater Companies. He has sung solo and in duets in private 
recitals with other aspiring performers. He was a member 
of the chorus in the Walter Johnson High School production 
of Les Miserables. Jonathan currently lives on his own while 
taking classes, doing volunteer work, and looking for the 
right job. He enjoys musicals, movies and getting together 
with friends. “Hope everyone who comes to Cabaret loves 
our show!” 



Samara Glymph (Mentor) 
Samara Glymph is a senior college student and first-time 
mentor with ArtStream. She currently lives in Culpeper, 
Virginia. She loves most music genres, likes to watch college 
softball, and is a Washington Nationals fan. She enjoys 
hanging out with her friends and going shopping to her 
favorite store, Target. Being in the program has given her a 
new interest and perspective in the performing arts. This 
will be her first performance with the Maryland Cabaret 
Company and is thrilled to be a part of the organization. 
She would like to thank the students and staff for making 
her first experience with the Maryland Cabaret Company 
welcoming and fun.

Denise Green (Actor) 
Denise Monique Green is a 64-year-old actor (64 years 
young!) from Washington, DC. This is her third year with 
ArtStream! Previously, she took a class with Annetta where 
she got to play the roles of a student and a mentor. Denise 
has performed at the Inwood Coffee House for 12 years. 
She attended Sharpe Health School and sang at church 
from ages 10 to 18. Denise is active in her church, especially 
the group Handicap Encounter Christ (HEC). Denise has 
many hobbies, including oil painting, crocheting, cooking, 
bingo, bowling, and karaoke. But most of all, Denise loves 
helping others and making people laugh. “I only have praise 
for ArtStream. I’ve learned so much in the last few years, 
and I have a lot of respect for my coworkers and fellow 
actors. Please remember, when one door closes another 
one will open, which means anything is possible with a little 
confidence and ArtStream to guide you.”

Pat Kearns-Michaelsen (Mentor) 
Pat Kearns-Michaelsen first volunteered at ArtStream in 
2015, working front of house for the Silver Spring produc-
tions. This is her fourth year as an onstage mentor with 
Maryland’s Cabaret. Pat also acted at American Stage 
Theatre Company in St. Petersburg, Floridia. “The person 
that you will spend the most time with is yourself, so be nice 
to them.” 



Adam McCrensky (Actor) 
Adam is a 34-year-old actor from Bethesda, Maryland. 
He has acted with ArtStream for 14 years. Adam has also 
performed at Imagination Stage, Adventure Theater MTC, 
and with the Bannockburn Spring Show. He has regularly 
volunteered at WAMU, Fabrangen, VisArts, SPIRIT Club, 
and at the ArtStream office. He enjoys using the internet, 
especially researching music playlists like those from his 
favorite restaurant, Chipotle, or on a music platform like 
Spotify. Adam, when there is no pandemic, is an avid public 
transportation user and loves exploring new areas using 
the bus and metro. “Love to all my friends in the cast and 
audience!” 

Leslie Moore (Actor) 
Leslie Ellen Moore, 56, has been acting with ArtStream 
since its beginning and is a pioneer member of ArtStream’s 
Maryland Cabaret. Leslie loves musicals: in Cabaret, she 
has performed “Impossible Dream” from Man of La Mancha, 
“Day by Day” from Godspell with her friend Denise Green, 
and “What I Did for Love,” from A Chorus Line, with her 
brother Ken accompanying her on flute. “I love Cabaret 
because I’m good at it. I feel happy when my friends see my 
shows and cheer me on.” 

Charlie Outlaw (Actor) 
Charlie Outlaw is a 33-year-old actor from Washington, 
DC. This is his third year with ArtStream’s Maryland 
Cabaret Company! He previously acted with the ArtStream 
Inclusive Theatre Company from 2005 until 2009. Charlie 
performed at the Lincoln Theatre with the Art and Drama 
Therapy Inspirational Choir and Moroccan Ensemble from 
2011 - 2016. In December, 2016, he performed at the 
White House for President Barack Obama and First Lady 
Michelle Obama. Charlie currently attends Bridgeway 
Community Services and is a member of the Bridgeway 
Choir. He enjoys singing, performing, and recording. 
“Peace!”



Mehdi Raoufi (Director) 
Mehdi is a recent graduate of Lesley University in Boston, 
Massachusetts, and holds a M.A. in Mental Health 
Counseling with a concentration in Expressive Arts 
Therapy. He also has a B.A. in Theater with a concentra-
tion in Directing/Dramatic Literature from Christopher 
Newport University. Mehdi currently lives in Boston, where 
he is a Career Readiness Program Specialist for Partners 
for Youth with Disabilities, a non-profit organization whose 
goal is to create a world where young people with disabil-
ities will be able to live with dignity and pride in who they 
are, and to lead self-determined lives filled with purpose. He 
teaches weekly workshops focusing on vocational skills and 
inclusion in the workplace. Prior to relocating to Boston, 
Mehdi worked for over a decade as a sound designer and 
teaching artist in the Washington, D.C. area, teaching with 
both Imagination Stage and ArtStream through 2017. 
Mehdi has also sound designed with many theatres in the 
DC area, including Constellation Theatre Company, Faction 
of Fools and Gallaudet University, just to name a few. In his 
free time, Mehdi loves live music and art, playing and creat-
ing music, and annoying his senior dog, Coltrane.

Danielle Silva (Actor) 
Danielle is a 22-year-old actor from Arlington, Virginia. 
This is Danielle’s first performance with the Cabaret! She 
has truly found her place among her Michael Jackson-lov-
ing friends, and she enjoys dancing with them and playing 
acting games! “Thank you to my sister, Mirai, for helping 
me with Zoom!”  

Elias Tsakiris (Actor) 
Elias is a 24-year-old actor from Damascus, Maryland. 
This is his second performance with the ArtStream  
Maryland Cabaret! In early 2020, Elias was selected to 
play in the US World Cup Special Needs adult ice hockey 
team in Las Vegas! He is also an avid cook and enjoys 
trying out new recipes with his family.













ArtStream Directory
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Mike Cooper, Chair
Lisa Gaffney, Vice President
Molly Myers, Treasurer
Maggie Haslam, Secretary
Eleanor Allen
Kristen Chou
Cameron Elliot
Sari Hornstein
Paul Murray
Julie Reddig
Irene Stephens
Jonathan Tepper
Sonia Trask

Vu Tran, Client Liaison
Delia Zielinski, Teaching Artist Liaison

STAFF
Heller An Shapiro, Executive Director
Marilyn Brown, Outreach Coordinator
Mimi Hess, Director of Development
Catie-Reagan Palmore, Communications 
Manager

Jennifer Dudley, Database Coordinator 
Leah Robinson, Program Manager
Sarah Sandifer, Theatre and Events 
Manager

Lynn Taylor-Moore, Director of Finance 
and Administration

2020-2021 INCLUSIVE THEATRE COMPANY AND CABARET ARTISTS
Sabrini Babu
Suzan Basoglu
Becky Birch
Ana Bradley
Tyler Brown
Langston Caldwell
Merry Casillas
Rachel Coates
Ben Collins
Megan Cooper
Kristen Davidson
Kelly DeRoy
Matt DiGilio
Christie DiPlacido
Katy Donahue
Eric Edwards
Christopher Famme
Jonathan Feifer
Adrian Forsythe y 
Korzeniewicz

Andrea Geller
Ivy Gilat
Zeev Gilat
Benjamin Glantz

Caroline Grabow
Denise Green
Melanie Gross
Jessica Grossman
Michelle Hamlin
Peter Han
Jason Hartt
Jennifer Holden
Greg Hoppe
Lindsay Howard
Sean Hume
Justin Hunsinger
Aaron Hyndman
JP Illarramendi
Ravi Jesrani
Mark Jones
Patrick Jones
Stella Rose Kalb
Laurie Ann Kehoe
Jeffrey Keyser
Nader Khalaf
Tammy Kiser
Joey Kitchelt
Nicholas Kramp

Mike Krempasky
Ricky Kuron
Michael 
Lautenberger

Russell LeFurgy
Eli Lewis
Alex Lightfoot
Terrel Limerick
Shannon Lyons
Kathleen Maloney
Alexandra Martel
RJ Martin
Lukas McCormick
Adam McCrensky
Faith McLuckie
Matthew McMeekin
Amy Merrell
Leslie Moore
Chelsea Murray
Joe Myers
Josef Newton
Eric Niedringhaus
Kerry O’Brien

Conor 
O’Shaughnessy

Charles Outlaw
Chris Pagonis
Cecelia Pauley
Michael Piccone
Laurie Pippenger
Cassie Rennie
Javier Requejo
Alexander 
Richardson

Tory Richeson
Cynthia Ring
Steve Sabia
Pete Scampavia
Andrea Soltesz
Frank Stephens
Christopher 
Sudbrink

Laura Sullivan
Adam Tepper
Nmandi Thompson
Anna Tiernan
Justin Turner



TEACHING 
ARTISTS
Claire Alrich
Mark Andrist
Pamela Bilik
Tonnia Boykins
Amy Creamer
Elizabeth Cronin
Annetta Dexter 
Sawyer

Rye Ellis
Shelley Fisher
Kia Folsom
Maren Gibb
Kathryn Hamilton-
Lodge

Hannah Kauffman
Patricia Krauss
Norah Juzenas

McKenna Kelly
Mary Beth Levrio
Leah Kocsis
Wendy Lanxner
James Lex
Michael Morton
Bailey Nassetta
Janeni Nathan
Heather Newhouse
Emilia O’Connor
Kristen Pilgrim
Elana Polin
Jennifer Quilty
Mehdi Raoufi
Madeleine Regina
Danyel Reid
Sandy Roachford
Penny Russell

Valerie Segal
Luke Scaros
Barbara Schelstrate
Jason Schoenfeld
Andrew Stainer
Nicolette Stearns
Becky Webb
Patricia Woolsey
Pamela Young
Natalie Zanin
Melanie Zehner
Delia Zielinski 

VOLUNTEERS
Ian Bannon
Kalyn Blake
Allison Bozniak
Savannah Dennison
Lexi Dressman

Samuel Glassman
Jenny Rae Goldman
Kristhy Gutierrez
Haley Hubbard
Norah Juzenas
Phyllis Kay
Lucy Livingston
Pat Kearns-
Michaelsen

Peter Kehoe
Chris McComas
Audrey O’Donnell
McKenna O’Donnell
Marco Onel
Andy Penn
Amanda Radko
Shaun Stronach
Ally Thornton
Kolby Wasnick

15TH ANNIVERSARY GALA AND DANCE PARTY DONORS
PRODUCER
The McMeekin Family
Mike and Ellen Cooper

TEACHING ARTIST 
PROMOTER
The Browns
Amy Weinberg and 
Norbert Hornstein

DESIGNER
Kajeet
Molly and Frank Myers

SONGWRITER
Ginny and  
Michael Bradley

The Pagonis Family

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
Eleanor Allen
Lerch Early & Brewer
Shared Horizons
The Washington Group 
Special Care Planning 
Team

SCHOLAR
John and Shelly Bogasky

ACTOR
Bev and Umit Basoglu
Adam B. Fine and  
Sandra Weill Fine

Gorfine Schiller Gardyn
Lisa Gaffney
Jeanne and Bob Holden
Andrea Massar and 
Jeremiah Cassidy

Melissa and Phillip 
Urofsky

SPONSOR
Donna Limerick
Rouzanna Oganissian
Ella Schiralli  







The Jewish Federation of Greater Washington, with the Transition Work
Group of Montgomery County, is hosting these virtual webinars:

Wednesday, May 19    7:00 - 8:00 pm
Living Independently Without Government Benefits

Wednesday, May 26    7:00 - 8:00 pm
New Ways of Having Fun
(with Transition Times)

Details + Registration here: 
tinyurl.com/FairRegistration2021

Exhibitor Videos
tinyurl.com/TransitionVideos

Exhibitor Contacts
https://tinyurl.com/ExhibitorPDF

Closed captioning provided for all the webinars.
Questions/accommodations/translation:

transitioningsuccess@gmail.com






